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CHAPTER I. 



George WashingtorCa births family, and educalion,^^ 
His mission to the French commandant on the Ohioy 
in 1753. — His military operations as an officer of Vir* 
ginia, from 1764 to 1758, and his subsequent employ* 
mentSf to the commencement of the American B evolution. 

The ancestors of George Washington were amongst the 
first settlers of the oldest British colony in America. He 
was the third in descent from John Washington, an English 
gentleman, who, about the middle of the seventeenth cen- 
tury, emigrated from the north of England, and settled in 
Westmoreland county, Virginia, In the place which he had 
selected for his residence, his great-grandson, the subject of 
the following history, was born on the 22d February, (11th 
O. S.) 1732. His immediate ancestor was Augustine 
Washington, who died when >^5» son George was only ten 
years old. — The education of the young orphan, of course 
devolving upon his mother, she added one to the many 
examples of virtuous matrons, who, devoting themselves to 
the care of their children, have trained them up to be dish 
tinguished citizens. In one instance, her fears, combining 
with her affection, prevented a measure, which, if persevered 
in, would have given a direction to the talents and views of 
her son, very different from that which laid the foundation 
of his fame. — George Washington, when only fifteen years 
old, solicited and obtained an appointment as midshipman in 
4}ie English navv ; but his ardent zeal to serve Great Britain« 
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then at war with France and Spain, was, on the interference 
of his mother, for the present, suspended, and for ever di- 
verted from the sea-service. She lived to see him acquire 
higher honours than he ever could have obtained as a naval 
officer ; nor did she depart this life, until he was elevated to 
the first offices, both civil and military, in the gift of the 
American people. She was, nevertheless, from the influ- 
ence of long established habits, so far from being favourable 
to the revolution, that she often regretted the side which her 
son had taken in the controversy between her king and he» 
country. 

In the minority of George Washington, the means of edu 
cation in America were scanty : his was, therefore, very littlo 
extended beyond what is common, except in mathematics. 
Knowledge of this kind contributes more perhaps than any 
other, to strengthen the mind. In this case, it was doubly 
useful ; for, in the early part of his life, it laid the foundation 
of his fortune, by qualifying himibr the office of a practical 
surveyor, at a time when good land was of easy attainment ; 
and its intimate connexion with the military art, enabled 
him, at a later period, to judge more correctly of the proper 
means of defending his country, when he was called upon 
to preside over its armies. 

Of the first nineteen years of George Washington's life, 
little is known. His talents being more solid than showy, 
were not sufficiently developed for public notice, by the com- 
paratively unimportant events of that early period. His 
cotemporaries have generally reported, that, in his youth, he 
was grave, silent, and thoughtful ; diligent and methodical 
in business, dignified in his appearance, and strictly honour- 
able in all his deportment ; but they have not been able to 
gratify the public curiosity with any striking anecdotes.— 
His patrimonial estate was small, but was managed with 
prudence, and increased by industry. In the gayest period 
of his life, he was a stranger to dissipation and riot. 
That he had established a solid reputation, even in his juve- 
nile years, may be fairly presumed from tlie following cir- 
cumstances. At the age of nineteen, he was appointed one 
of the adjutants geneMJtef Virginia, with the rank of major. 
When he was only lw%lv^ne, he was employed by the 
government of his native rirdlony, in an enterprise which 
vequired the prudence of age, as well as Uie vigour of youth 
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The Firench, as the first European discoverers of the Mis- 
sissippi, claimed all that immense re^on, the waters of 
which run into that river. In pursuance of this claim, in 
the year 1753, they took possession of a tract of country, 
supposed to be within the chartered limits of Virginia, and 
were proceeding to erect a chain of posts from the lakes of 
Canada to the river Ohio, in subserviency to their grand 
scheme of connecting Canada with Louisiana, and limiting 
the English colonies to the east of the Alleghany mountains.— 
Mr. Dinwiddle, then lieutenant-governor of Virginia, de- 
spatched Washington with a letter to the French commandant 
on the Ohio, remonstrating against the prosecution of these 
designs, as hostile to the rights of his Britannic majesty. 
The young envoy was also instructed to penetrate the de- 
signs of the French, to conciliate the affection of the native 
tribes, and to procure useful intelligence. In the discharge 
of this trust, he commenced his journey from Williamsburg 
the day on which he was commissioned, and arrived on the 
14th November at Will's Creek, then the extreme frontier 
setdement of the English. Having there engaged guides to 
conduct him over the Alleghany mountains, he pursued his 
course through a vast extent of unexplored wilderness, 
amidst rains and snows, and over rivers of very difficult pas- 
sage, and amongst tribes of Indians, several of whom, from pre- 
vious attentions of the French^ were hostile to the English.— 
When his horses were disabled, he proceeded on foot, 
with a gun in his hand, and a pack on his back. He ob- 
served every thing with the eye of a soldier, and particularly 
designated the forks of the Monongahela and Alleghany 
rivers, the spot where Fort Duquesne was afterwards built, 
and where Pittsburg now stands, as an advantageous position 
for a fortress. Here, he secured the affections of some 
neighbouring Indians, and engaged them to accompany him. 
With them, he ascended the Alleghany River and French 
Creek, to a fort on the river Le Boeuf, one of its western 
branches. — He there found Mons. Le Gardeur de St. Pierre, 
the commandant on the Ohio, and delivered to him Mr, Din- 
widdle's letter, and, having received his answer, he set out 
on his return, and reached Williamsburg on the seventy- 
eighth day after he had received his appointment. The 
patience and firmness displayed on this occasion by Wash- 
ington, added to his judicious treiaitment of the Indians, both 
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merited and obtained a large share of applause. A journal 
of the whole was published, and inspired the public with 
high ideas of the energies, both of his body and his mind. 

- The French were too intent on their favourite project of 
extending their empire in America, to be diverted from it by 
the remonstrances of a colonial governor. The answer 
brought by Washington, was such as induced the assembly 
of Virginia to raise a regiment of three hundred men, to de- 
fend their frontiers, and maintain the right claimed in behalf 
of Great Britain over the disputed territory. Of this, Mr, 
Pry, a gentleman supposed to be well acquainted with the 
western country, was appointed colonel, and George Wash- 
ington lieutenant-colonel. The latter advanced with two 
companies of this regiment, early in April, as far as the 
Great Meadows ; where he was informed, by some friendly 
Indians, that the French were erecting fortifications in the 
fork between the Alleghany and Monongahela rivers ; and 
also, that a detachment was on its march from that place to- 
wards the Great Meadows. War had not yet been formally- 
declared between France and England ; but, as neither was 
disposed to recede from their claim to the lands on the Ohio, 
it was deemed inevitable, and on the point of commencing. 
Several circumstances were supposed to indicate a hostile 
intention on the part of the advancing French detachment. 
Washington, under the guidance of some friendly Indians, 
in a dark rainy night, surprised their encampment, and, after 
firing once, rushed in, and surrounded them. The com- 
manding officer, M. Jumonville, was killed, one person 
escaped, and all the rest immediately surrendered. Soon 
after this affair. Colonel Fry died, and the command of the 
regiment devolved upon Washington, who speedily collected 
the whole at the Great Meadows. — Two independent com- 
panies of regulars, one from New York, and one from South 
Carolina, shortly afterwards arrived at the same place. Co- 
lonel Washington was now at the head of nearly four 
hundred men. A stockade, afterwards called Fort Necessity, 
was erected at the Great Meadows ; in which, a small force 
was left ; and the main body advanced, with a view of dis- 
lodging the French from Fort Duquesne, which they had 
recently erected, at the . confluence of the Alleghany and 
Monongahela rivers. They had not proceeded more than 
thirteen miles, when they were infoxmedi by friendly Indian* 
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'* That the French, as numerous as pigeons in the wood^i 
were advancing in a hostile manner towards the English 
settlements, and also, that Fort Duquesne had been recently 
and strongly reinforced." 

Amongst those who brought this information, was a very 
trusty chief, who had left the fort only two days before^ 
where he had seen a considerable reinforcement arrive, and 
had heard the intention declared of marching immediately to 
attack the English, with a corps composed of eight hundred 
French, and four hundred Indians. This intelligence was 
corroborated, by the information already received from de* 
serters, who had arrived only a few days before, and had 
assured them, that a reinforcement was expected. The 
troops had been without bread for six days, and had only a 
very small supply of flesh-meat. The enemy could approach 
within five miles of their position by water, and might either 
pass them by a road leading through the country, at some 
distance from them, so as to cut off all supplies, and starve 
them into a surrender, or fight them, with a superiority of 
three to one. 

In this critical situation, a council of war unanimously re* 
commended a retreat to the Great Meadows, which was eflected^ 
without delay, and every exertion made to render Fort Ne» 
cessity tenable. Before the works designed for that purpose 
were completed, Mons. de Villier, with a considerable force, 
attacked the fort. The assailants were covered by trees and 
high grass. The Americans received them with great reso- 
lution, and fought, some within the stockade, and others in 
the surrounding ditch, which was nearly filled with mud and 
water. Washington continued the whole day on the outside 
of the fort, and conducted the defence with the greatest cool- 
ness and intrepidity. — The engagement lasted from ten in 
the morning until night, when the French commander de* 
manded a parley, and offered teomi of capitulation. Hie 
first and second proposals were'l^cted, and Washington 
would accept of nothing short of the following honourable 
terms, which were mutually agreed upon in the course of 
the night—** The fort to be surrendered, on condition thai 
the garrison should march out with the honours of war, and 
be permitted to retain their arms and baggage, and to march 
unmolested into the inhabited parts of Virginia." 

The capitulation, being in French, a language not undeiy 
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stood by Colonel Washington, or any of his pirty, and 
drawn up in the night, under circumstances n t admitting 
delay, contains an expression, which, at the time, vas untruly 
translated by the interpreter, (a Dutchman, little acquainted 
with the English tongue) advantage of which has been since 
taken, by the enemies of the American commandei, to imply 
an admission, on his part, that the French officer, killed ia 
the action preceding the attack upon the fort, was assas** 
sinated. 

An account of the transaction was published by de Villier, 
which drew from Colonel Washington a letter to a friend, 
completely disproving a calumny, which, though entirely 
discredited at the time, was revived at a subsequent period, 
when circumstances, well understood, at the date of the 
transaction, might be supposed to have been forgotten. 

The whole loss sustained by the Americans in this affair, 
was not Ascertained. The killed and wounded of the Vir- 
. ginia regiment, amounted to fifty-eight ; but the loss of the 
two independent companies, is not known. It was conjec- 
tured, that, on the part of the enemy, the killed and wounded 
were about two hundred. 

Notwithstanding the stipulation, that the troops shrtuld 
be unmolested on their march, heavy complaints were m; de, 
of their being plundered and otherwise mal-treated by the 
Indians. The cause of their complaints was perhaps una- 
voidable ; for it was always found extremely difficult to se- 
cure, on the part of those troublesome allies and formidable 
enemies, an observance of engagements. 

The legislature of Virginia, impressed with a high sense 
of the bravery and good conduct of their troops, though 
compelled to surrender the fort, voted their thanks to Colonel 
Washington, and the officers under his command ; and they 
alsc gave three hundred pistoles to be distributed amongst 
the soldiers engaged in.ij|^ action, but made no arrangements 
Ibr renewing offensive^Hlcrations in the remainder of the 
year 1754. When the season for action was over, the regi- 
ment wad reduced to independent companies, and Washing- 
ton resigned his command. 

The controversy about the Ohio lands, which began in 
Virginia, was entered into very seriously by Great Britain ; 
ftnd two British regiments were sent to America, to support 
the claims of his Britannic Majesty. They arrived early in . 
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1755, and were commanded by general Braddock. That 
officer, being informed of the talents of George Washingtoili 
invited him to serve in the campaign as a volunteer aid-de-* 
camp. The invitation was cheerfully accepted, and Washing- 
ton joined general Braddock near Alexandria, and proceeded 
with him to Will's Creek, afterwards called Fort Cumber- 
land, near the source of the Potomac, at that time the most 
western post held by the English in Virginia or Maryland.— 
Here, the army was detained till the 12th of June, waiting 
for wagons, horses, and provisions. Washington had early 
recommended the use of pack-horses, instead of wagons, fot 
conveying the baggage of the army. The propriety of this 
advice soon became apparent^ and, in conformity with it, a 
considerable change was made* 

The army had not advanced mote than teii miles from 
Fort Cumberland, when Washington was seized with a 
violent fever ; but he nevertheless continued with the army, 
being conveyed in a covered wagon, after he had refused tot 
stay behind, though so much exhausted as to be unable to 
ride on horseback. — He advised the general to leave his 
heavy artillery and baggage behind, and to advance rapidly 
to Fort Duquesne, with a select body of troops, a few neces- 
sary stores, and some pieces of light artillery. Hopes were 
indulged, that, by this expeditious movement. Fort Duquesna 
might be reached in its present weak state, with a force suf- 
ficient to reduce it, before expected reinforcements should 
arrive. General Braddock approved the scheme, and sub- 
mitted it to the consideration of a council held at the Little 
Meadows, which recommended that the commander-in-chief 
should advance as rapidly as possible with twelve hundred 
select men, and that colonel Dunbar should remain behind 
with the rest of the troops and the heavy baggage.— 
This advanced corps commenced its march with only thirty 
carriages^ but did not proceed with the rapidity that was ex- 
pected. It frequently halted to level the road, and to build 
bridges over inconsiderable brooks. It consumed four days 
in passing over the first nineteen miles from the Little Mead- 
ows* At this place, the physicians declared that Colonel 
Washington's life would be endangered by advancing with the 
army. He was therefore ordered by general Braddock to 
stay behind, with a small guard, till colonel Dunbar should 
arrive with the rear of the army. As soon as his stren^ 
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would permit, he joined the advanced detachment, and im- 
mediately entered on the dulics of his office. 

The provincial troops, composing a part of Braddock's 
army, consisted entirely of independent and ranging compa- 
nies. The general wasi warned, by Washington, of the 
danger, to which the character of his enemy, and the face 
of the country, exposed him ; and was advised to advance the 
provincial companies in his front, for the purpose of scouring 
the woods, and discovering any ambuscade which might be 
formed to surprise him. But he held both his enemy and 
the provincials in too much contempt, to follow this salutary 
counsel. Three hundred British regulars, amongst whom 
were his grenadiers and light infantry, commanded by lieu- 
tenant-colonel Gage, composed his van ; and he himself 
followed, at some distance, with the artillery and the main 
body of the army divided into small columns. 

On the 9th of July, the day after Washington had joined 
the army, a dreadful scene was presented. When Braddock 
had crossed the Monongahela, and was only a few miles 
from Fort Duquesne, and was pressing forward without any 
apprehension of danger, he was attacked in an open • road, 
thick set with grass. An invisible enemy, consisting of 
French and Indians, commenced a heavy and well-directed 
fire on his uncovered troops. The van fell back upon the 
main body, and the whole was thrown into disorder. But 
the general having ordered up the main body, which was 
formed three deep, and the commanding officer of the enemy 
having fallen, the attack was suspended for a short time, and 
the assailants were supposed to be dispersed. This mo-^ 
mentary delusion, however, was soon dispelled. The attack 
Was renewed with increased fury ; the van fell back upon 
the main body, and the whole army was thrown into utter 
confusion. Marksmen levelled their pieces particularly at 
officers, and others on horsebacks In a short time, Washr 
ington was the only aid-decamp left alive and not wounded. 
On him, therefore, devolved the whole duty of carrying the 
general's orders. He was of course obliged to be constantly 
in motion, traversing the field of battle, on horseback, in sh 
directions. He had two horses shot under him, and four 
bullets passed through his coat; but he escaped unhurt, 
ttiough every other officer on horseback was either killed or 
wotnded. Providence preserved him for further and greater 
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services. — ^Throughout the whole of the carnage and con* 
fusion of this fatal day, Washington displayed the utmost 
coolness, and the most perfect self-possession. Braddock 
was undismayed amidst a shower of bullets, and by his 
countenance and example, encouraged his men to stand their 
ground ; but valour was useless, and discipline only offered 
surer marks to the destructive aim of unseen marksmen. 
Unacquainted with the Indian mode of fighting, Braddock 
Neither advanced upon nor retreated from the a^iailants, but 
Very injudiciously endeavoured to form his broken troops on 
the ground where they were first attacked, and where they 
were exposed uncovered to the incessant galling fire of a 
sheltered enemy. 

The action lasted nearly three hours ; in the course of 
which, the general had three horses shot under him, and he 
finally received a wound, of which he died, in a few days 
ofterwards, in the camp of Dunbar, to which he had been 
brought by Colonel Washington and others. On the fall of 
Braddock, his troops gave way in all directions, and they 
could not be rallied till they had crossed the Monongahela. 
The Indians, allured by plunder, did not pursue with vigour. 
The vanquished regulars fied precipitately to Dunbar's camp, 
from which, after destroying such of their stores as could be 
spared, they retired to Philaidelphia. 

The ofiicers in the British regiments displayed the utmost 
bravery. Their whole number was eighty-five ; and sixty- 
four of them were killed or wounded. The common soldiers 
were so disconcerted by the unusual mode of attack, that 
the^ soon broke, and eould not be rallied. The three Vir- 
gima companies in the engagement, behaved very difierently,. 
and fought most gallantly until there were scarcely thirty of 
their number left alive. 

This reverse of fortune rather increased, than diminished 
the reputation of Washington. His countr}'men extolled his 
conduct, and generally believed, tliat if he had been com- 
mander, the disasters of the day would have been avoided. 

Intelligence of Braddock's defeat, and of colonel Dunbar's 
having withdrawn all the regular forces from Virginia, ar- 
rived while the assembly of that colony was in session. 
Impressed with the necessity of protecting the exposed fron- 
tier setdements, that body determined to raise a regiment of 
fixteen companies. The command of this was gi^-en ^ 
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Washington. So great was the public confidence in the 
soundness of his judgment, that he was authorized to name 
the field-officers. His commission also designated him as 
commander-in-chief of all the forces raised, or to be raised, 
in Virginia. 

In execution of the duties of his new office, Washington, 
after giving the necessary orders for the recruiting service, 
visited the frontiers. He found many posts, but few soldiers. 
Of these, he made the best disposition. While on his way 
\o Williamsburg, to arrange a plan of operations with the 
Jeutenant-governor, he was overtaken by an express below 
Fredericksburg, with information that the back settlements 
were broken up by parties of French and Indians, who were 
murdering and capturing men, women, and children, burning 
their houses, and destroying their crops ; and that the few 
troops stationed on the frontiers, unable to protect the 
country, had retreated to small stockade forts. — Washington 
altered his course, from Williamsburg to Winchester, and 
endeavoured to collect a force for the defence of the country. 
But this was impossible. The inhabitants, instead of as- 
sembling in arms, and facing the invaders, fled before them, 
and extended the general panic. While the attention of in- 
dividuals was engrossed by their families and private con- 
cerns, the general safety was neglected. The alarm became 
universal, and the utmost confusion prevailed. Before any 
adequate force was collected to repel the assailants, they had 
safely crossed the Alleghany mountains, after having done 
an immensity of mischief. — ^Irruptions of this kind were 
repeatedly made into the frontier settlements of Virginia, in 
1756, and the two following years. These were generally 
effected by a considerable number of French and Indians, 
detached from Fort Duquesne. It was their usual practice, 
on approaching the settlements, to divide into small parties, 
and, avoiding the forts, to attack solitary families in the 
night, as well as tho day. Accustomed to live in the woods, 
the savages found little difficulty in concealing themselves 
Imtil their fatal blow was struck. — Sundry unimportant skir- 
mishes occurred, with various results ; but the number killed . 
on both sides was inconsiderable, when compared with the 
mischief done, and the many who were put to death, other- 
•wise than in battle. The invaders could seldom be broughl 
to a regular enfaifemAnt. Honourable war was not in their 
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^ntemplation. Plunder, devastation, and murder, were 
their objects. The assembling of a respectable force to op- 
pose them, was their signal for retreating. Irruptions of this 
kind were so frequent, for three years following Braddock's 
defeat, that in Pennsylvania the frontier settlers were driven 
back as far as Carlisle ; in Maryland, to Fredericktown ; and 
in Virginia, to the Blue Ridge. 

The distresses of the inhabitants exceeded all description. 
If they went into stockade forts, tliey suffered from the want 
of provisions, were often surrounded, and sometimes de* 
stroyed. By fleeing, they abandoned the conveniences' of 
home, and the means of support. If they continued on their 
farms, they lay down every night under apprehensions of 
being murdered before morning. But this was not their 
greatest misfortune. Captivity and torture were frequently 
Uieir portion. To all these evils, women, aged persons, and 
children, were equally liable with men in arms ; for savages 
make no distinction. Extermination is their object. — To 
Washington, the inhabitants looked for that protection which 
he had not the means of giving. In a letter to the governor, 
he observed, ** the supplicating tears of the women, and 
moving petitions of the men, melt me with such deadly sor- 
row, that I solemnly declare, if I know my own mind, I 
could offer myself a willing sacrifice to the butchering ene- 
my, provided that would contribute to the people's ease." — 
Virginia presented a frontier of three hundred and sixty miles, 
exposed to these incursions. Hard, was the lot of Wash- 
ington, to whom was entrusted the defence of these exten- 
sive settlements, without means adequate to the purpose. — 
The regiment voted by the assembly, was never filled. Its 
actual number was oftener below, than above seven hundred 
men. The militia afforded a very feeble aid, on which little 
reliance could be placed. They were slow in collecting, and 
when collected, soon began to hanker after home ; and while 
in camp could not submit to that discipline, without which 
an army is a mob. The militia-laws were very defective. 
Cowardice in time of action, and sleeping while on duty, 
though crimes of the most destructive nature, were very in* 
adequately punished by the civil code, under which they 
took the field. — Desertion and mutiny, for some considerable 
time, subjected the offenders to nothing more than slight pen- 
alities. Washington was incessant in his representations 

b2 
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lo the governor and to the assembly, that no reliance could 
be placed on the militia, under existing regulations ; and that 
the inconsiderable number enlisted for regular service, toge- 
ther with the plans proposed for the security of the frontiers, 
were altogether inadequate. 

As soon as the main body of the enemy had withdrawn 
from the settlements, a tour was made by Colonel Washing- 
ton to the south-western frontier, in order to examine, in per- 
son, the state of things in that quarter. There, as well as 
in the north, continued incursions were made, and murders 
committed ; and there too, the principal defence of the coun- 
try was entrusted to an ill-regulated militia. The fatal con- 
sequences of this system, are thus stated by him in a letter 
to the lieutenant-governor. ** The inhabitants are so sensi- 
ble of their danger, if left to the protection of these people, 
that not a man will stay at his place. — The militia are in so 
bad order and discipline, that they will come and go when 
and where they please, without regarding time, their officers, 
or the safety of the inhabitants ; but consulting solely their 
own inclinations. There should be, according to your hon- 
our's orders, one third of the militia of these parts on duty, 
at a time. Instead of that, scarcely one-thirtieth is out. They 
are to be relieved eveir month : they are a great part of that 
time marching to and from their stations ; and they will not 
wait one day longer than the limited time, whether relieved 
or not, however urgent may be the necessity for their con- 
tinuance." 

** From FoM Trial," continued he, " on Smith's river, I 
returned to Fort William, on the Catawba, where I met colo- 
nel Buchannon with about thirty men, chiefly officers, to 
conduct me up Jackson's river, along the range of forts.' 
With this small company of irregulars, with whom order, 
regularity, circumspection, and vigilance, were matters of 
derision and contempt, we set out, and, by the protection of 
Providence, reached Augusta court-house in seven days, 
without meeting the enemy ; otherwise we must have been 
sacrificed by the indiscretion of these whooping, hallooing, 
gentlemen soldiers. 

" This jaunt afforded me a great opportunity of seeing the 
bad regulation of the militia, the disorderly proceedings of 
the garrison, and tlie unhcgc^^y circumstances of the iofiabil 
into. 
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*< First, of the militia. The difficulty of collecting them, 
on any emergency whatever, I have spoken of as grievous ; 
and appeal to sad experience, both in this and other countries, 
to attest how great a disadvantage it is ; the enemy having 
every opportunity to plunder, kill, and escape, before they 
can afford any assistance; and, not to mention the general 
expenslveness of their services, I can instance several cases, 
where a captain, lieutenant, and, I may add, an ensign, with 
two or three sergeants, have gone upon duty with only six or 
eight men. 

*' Again : the waste of provisions made by them is unac* 
countable. No method, or order, is observed, in serving 
them out, or in purchasing them at the best rates ; but quite 
the reverse. Allowance to each man, as to other soldiers, 
they look upon as the highest indignity ; and would sooner 
starve, than carry a few days' provisions on their backs for 
convenience; but, upon their march, when breakfast is 
wanted, they knock down the first beef or other animal they 
meet with, and, after regaling upon it, march on until dinner, 
when they take the same method, and so likewise for supper, 
to the great oppression of the people. If they chance to im« 
press cattle for provision, the valuation is left to neighbours, 
who have themselves suffered by those practices, and, des- 
pairing of their pay, exact high prices. Thus, the public is 
imposed upon, at all events. 

*' Secondly, concerning the garrisons. I found them very 
weak from want of men, but more so from indolence and ir- 
regularity. I saw none in a posture of defence, and few that 
might not be surprised with the greatest ease. An instance 
of this appeared at Dickenson's fort, where the Indians ran 
down, caught several children that were playing under the 
walls, and reached the gate before they were discovered. 
• Was not Bass's fort surprised, and a good many souls lost, in 
the same manner? They keep no guards, but just when the 
enemy is about, and they are under fearful apprehensions of 
them ; nor ever stir out of the forts, from the time they reach 
them, until relieved at the expiration of their month, at which 
time, they march off, be the consequence what it may ; so 
the enemy may ravage the country, and they not the wiser. 
Of the ammunition, they arc careless as of the provisions, 
firing it away frequently at targets, for wagers. — On our 
journey, as we approached one of the forts, we heard a quick 
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lire for several minutes ; and concluding certainly that tliey 
were attacked, we marched, in the best manner, to their le- 
lief; but, when we came up, we found them diverting them- 
selves at marks. These men afford no assistance to the un- 
happy settlers, driven from their plantations, either in secu^ 
ing their harvests, or gathering their com. Of the many 
forts I passed by, there were but one or two where the cap- 
tain was at his post. They were generally absent on thdr 
own business, and had given leave to several of their men to 
be absent likewise ; yet these persons, I will venture to say, 
will charge the country their full month's pay." 

Colonel Washington not only pointed out the defect of the 
systems which had been adopted, but submitted to the con- 
sideration of those in power, such measures as he thought 
best, and particularly recommended, in case that offensive 
operations were not adopted, that twenty-two forts, extend- 
ing in a line of three hundred and sixty miles, should be im- 
mediately erected, and garrisoned by two thousand men, in 
constant pay and service ; but on all occasions he gave a de- 
cided preference to the reduction of Fort Duquesne, as the 
only radical remedy for the evils to which the frontier set- 
tlements were exposed. — Propositions to this effect, were 
made and urged by him in 1756 and 1757, both to the go- 
vernment of Virginia, and the commanders-in-chief of the 
British forces in America ; but a short sighted policy in the 
first, and a preference given by the last, to a vigorous prose- 
cution of the war in the northetn colonies, prevented their 
acceptance. To his inexpressible joy, the project obtained, 
in the year 1758, the complete approbation of general Forbes, 
who was charged with the defence of the middle and southern 
colonics. This being resolved upon, the movements of the 
army were directed to that point. — Part of the forces des- 
tined for this expedition, was at Philadelphia, part at Ray's 
Town, and part dispersed on the frontiers of Virginia. To 
bring all together, was a work of time and difficulty. Wash- 
ington urged the necessity of an early campaign, but so many 
delays occurred, that he did not receive orders to assemble 
his regiment at Winchester until the 24th of May ; nor to 
proceed t^jence to Fort Cumberland, until the 24th of June i 
nor to proceed to Ray's Town, until the 21st of September, 
The main body did not "commence their march from Ray'g 
Town, until the 2d of October, and it was as late as the 25tli 
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fit November, when they reached Fort Duquesne. — ^Thene 
delays were extremely mortifying to Washington, and threat- 
ened to render the campaign abortive. He urged the neces- 
flity of expedition, and most pointedly remonstrated -against 
one of the principal causes of delay. This was a resolution 
adopted by his superiors, for opening a new road for the ar- 
my, in preference to that which was generally known by the 
name of general Braddock's. Being overruled, he quietly 
submitted. Instead of embarrassing measures which he 
thought injudicious, the whole energies of himself and his 
regiment were exerted to make the most of those which his 
commanding officer preferred. 

About the time when this resolution was formed, and be- 
fore the army was put into motion, major Grant was de- 
tached from the advanced post at Loyal Hannah, with eight 
hundred men, partly British, and partly provincials, to re- 
connoitre the fort and the adjacent country. This officer in- 
vited an attack from the garrison, the result of which was, 
that upwards of three hundred of the detachment were kiHed 
and wounded, and major Grant himself was made prisoner. 

The progress of the main army was so slow, that it did not 
reach Loyai Hannah till the 5th of November. Here, it was 
determined in a council of war, " to be unadvisable to proceed 
any further that campaign." If this resolution had been ad- 
hered to, the only alternative would have been, to winter an ar- 
my of eight thousand men in a cold, inhospitable wilderness, re- 
mote from all friendly settlements, or to retrace their steps, and 
wait for a more favourable season. In either case, they would 
have, suffered immensely. The propriety of the remon- 
strances made by Washington against the many delays which 
bad occurred, now became obviously striking. The hopes 
of restoring peace to the frontier settlements, by reducing 
Fort Duquesne, began to vanish. But, contrary to all hu- 
man appearances, success was now offered to their grasp, at 
the very moment when they had given up every hope of ob- 
taining it. 

Some prisoners were taken, who gave such information of 
the state of the garrison, as induced a reversal of the late de- 
termination, and encouraged the general to proceed. Wash- 
ington was in front, superintending the opening of tfae roa<l 
for the accommodation of the troops. They advanced with 
dpw ^d cautious steps, until they reached Fort Ducjuesmi 
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To their great surprise, they found the fort evacuated, mi 
learned that the garrison had retreated down the Ohio. 

The reason for the abandonment of so advantageous t p» 
aition, must be sought for elsewhere. The British hid urged 
the war with so much vigour and success against the Freoek 
to the northward of the Ohio, that no reinforcements cooU 
be spared to Fort Duquesne. The British fleet had captund 
a considerable part of the reinforcements designed by Fruux 
for her colonies. The tide of fortune had begun to ton 
against the French, in favour of the English. This weak 
ened the influence of the former over the Indians, and caused 
them to withdraw from the support of the garrison. Undei 
different circumstances, the success of the campaign would 
have been doubtful, perhaps impracticable. 

The benefits which resulted from the acquisition of Fort 
Duquesne, proved the soundness of Washington's judgment, 
in so warmly urging, for three years, an expedition for its 
reduction. These were not confined to Virginia, but ex- 
tended to Pennsylvania and Maryland. While the French 
were in possession of that post, the Indians near the Ohio 
were entirely at their command. This was their place of 
rendezvous, and from it they made frequent and ruinous in- 
cursions into these three colonies. They spared neither age 
nor sex, but killed or captured indiscriminately all who came 
in their way. — Fire and devastation, the scalping knife and' 
tomahawk, marked their route. A complete revolution in the 
disposition of the Indians, resulted from the expulsion of the 
French. Always prone to take part with the strongest, the 
Indians deserted their ancient friends, and paid court to those 
who, by recent conquest, were now in possession of the 
country. A treaty of peace was soon afterwards concluded 
with all the Indian tribes between the lakes and the Ohio. 
Fort Duquesne (the site of the present city of Pittsburg) was 
named Fort Pitt: it received considerable repairs, and was 
garrisoned by two hundred men from Wasliington's regiment. 
It became as useful in future to the ]^nglish settlements, as 
it had been injurious while in the occupation of the French. 

The campaign of 1758, ended the military career of Colo- 
nel Washington, as a provincial officer. Having marched 
with the remainder of his regiment to Winchester, he set out 
soon afterwards to attend the Assembly, of which he had 
been elected a member by tb^ Qgunty of Fre4m<^iM ^tiJe ^^ 
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Fort Cumberland ; and the great object of his exertions," the 
reduction of Fort Duquesne, being accomplished, he resigned 
his commission. 

During the three preceding years, in which he had been 
charged with the defence of Virginia, none of those great 
events occurred, which enliven and adorn the page of history ; 
yet the duties he performed were extremely arduous. He 
established exact discipline in his regiment, though composed 
of met! unaccustomed to restraint ; and infused into them 
such a spirit, as made them fight and die like soldiers. 

The difficulties of defending so extensive a frontier, with 
80 inadequate a force, would have caused almost any other 
man to resign the command, but they excited in him only a 
greater importunity with the rulinff powers, for the correc- 
tion of errors. The plans proposed, and the systems recom- 
mended by him for conducting the war, displayed uncommon 
vigour of mind. He retired from the army with the thanks 
of his regiment, and the esteem, not only of his countrymen, 
but of the officers of the British army ; and what is particu- 
larly remarkable, with the undiminished confidence of the 
frontier settlers, to whom he had been unable to extend that 
protection which they had expected. — ^They were thoroughly 
convinced that he had made the best possible use of his 
scanty means for the security of so extensive a frontier ; and 
to the weight of his advice in recommending, and spirited 
co-operation in executing, they ascribed a large proportion of 
the merit of the late successful expedition against Fort Du- 
quesne ; an event by which they promised themselves an 
exemption from the calamities under which they had long 
laboured. — As a reward for his gallant and patriotic services,, 
he shortly afterwards obtained the hand of the widow of Mr. 
Custis, a young lady, to whom he had for some time been 
strongly attached, and who, to a fine person, and a large for- 
tune, added every accomplishment which contributes to the 
happiness of married life. Colonel Washington, by the 
death of his elder brother Lawrence, had a few years before 
acquired an estate situated on the Potomac, called Mount 
Vernon, in compliment to Admiral Vernon, who, about the 
year 1741, commanded the British fleet in an expedition 
against Carthagena, in which Mr. Lawrence Washington 
had been engaged. 

To this delightful residence, the late commander of tfait 



Mi THE LIFE OF 

Virginia forces, released from the cares of a military life 
and in possession of every thing that could make life agree 
able, withdrew, and applied himself to domestic pursuits. 
These were conducted with so much judgment, steadiness, 
and industry, as greatly to enlarge and improve his estate. 
To them, he exclusively devoted himself for fifteen years, 
with the exception of serving in the house of burgesses in 
the colony of Virginia, and as a judge. of the court of the 
county in which he resided. In these stations, he acquitted 
himself with reputation, and acquired no inconsiderable 
knowledge in the science of civil government. I)urii>g this 
period, the conflicting claims of Great Britain and the colo- 
nies were frequently brought before the Virginia legislature. 
in every instance, he took a decided part in the opposition 
made to the principle of taxation claimed by the parent state. 
Had Great Britain been wise, the history of George 
Washington would have ended here, with the addition tluit 
he died m the sixty-eighth year of his age, having sustained, 
through life, the character of a good man, an excellent far- 
mer, a wise member of the legislature, and an impartial dis- 
tributor of justice amongst his neighbours. Very difierent 
was his destiny. From being the commander of the forces 
of his native colony, Virginia, he was advanced to the com- 
mand of the armies of thirteen United Colonies, and success* 
fully led them through a revolutionary war of eight years' 
duration, which ended in their establishment as thirteen 
United States. 



CHAPTER II. 

Retrospect of the origin of the American Revolutionary 
War. C^ George Washington, as member of Congress 
in 1774 and 1775. As Commander-in-chief of the armies 
of the United Colonies in 1775 and 1776, and his operch 
tions near Boston in these years. 

Soon after the peace of Paris, in 1763, a new system for 
governing the British colonies was adopted. One abridg- 
ment of their accustomed liberties followed another, in so 
rapid succession, that, in the short space of twelve year* 
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they had nothing left which they could call their own. The 
British parliament, in which they were unrepresented, and 
over which they had no control, not only claimed, but exer- 
cised the power of taxing them at pleasure, and of binding 
them in all cases whatsoever. 

Claims, so repugnant to the spirit of the British constitu- 
tion, and which made so invidious distinctions between the 
subjects of the same king, residing on different sides of the 
Atlantic, excited a serious alarm amongst the colonists. 
Detached as they were from each other by local residence, 
and unconnected in their several legislatures, a sense of 
common danger pointed out to them the wisdom and pro- 
priety of forming a new representative body, composed of 
delegates from each colony, to take care of their common 
interest. 

With very little previous concert, such a body was formed, 
and met in Philadelphia, in September, 1774, and entered 
into the serious consideration of the grievances under which 
their constituents laboured. To this congress, Virginia 
deputed seven of her most respectable citizens ; Peyton Ran- 
dolph, Richard Henry Lee, George Washington, Patrick 
Henry, Richard Bland, Benjamin Harrison, and Edmund 
Pendleton ; men who would have done honour to any age 
or country. The same were appointed in like manner to 
attend a second congress on the 10th of May, in the follow- 
ing year.— The historians of the American revolution will 
detail with pleasure and pride, the proceedings of this illus- 
trious assembly ; the firmness and precision with which 
they stated their grievances, and petitioned their sovereign 
to redress them ; the eloquence with which they addressed 
tite people of Great Britain, the inhabitants of Canada, and 
their own constituents ; the judicious measures which they 
adopted of cementing union at home, and procuring friends 
abroad. They will also inform the world, of the unsuccessful 
termination of all plans proposed for preserving the union of 
the empire ; and that Great Britain, proceeding from one 
oppression to another, threw the colonies out of her protec- 
tion ; made war upon them, and carried it on with a view to 
their subjugation. — All these matters, together with the com- 
mencement of hostilities at Lexington, and the formation of 
jua. American army by the colony of Massachusetts, for de- 
fending themselves against a royal army in Boston* muit Im 
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hero piLH«io<l ovrr. Oiir fi'i^^iiiestf is only wilh Geoi^^ Wish 
Uifrum. The fiLiiie ar piinMl by him as coiDmander of the 
Vir^riiiin fonu's. tdifptlicr with his well-known military talen^ 
procured for liiin the (listiiiinn-''hin^ appellation of the soldier 
of AiiK^ricH. ThciHC uiio, before the commencennrent of hot- 
tilitirH, had looked forward to war as the probable conee- 
qiAniK^c of the disputes Ix-'twoen Great Britain and hercoloniei, 
antiripatod ]m appointment to the supreme command of Ae 
forrcs of his native coiintrv. 

As lonijT nti he continued a member of congress, he was 
chairtjiaii of every committee appointed by that body to 
makf; arraiijrcmenLs for defence. These duties in the senate 
were Hoon Hupersedcd by more active employment in the 
field. As soon as the confess of the United Colonies had 
determined on makin^r a common cause with Massachusetts, 
againHt which a Briti.sli army had commenced hostilities, 
tln^y apj)oinUMl, by unanimous vote, George Washington 
eoniinandcr-in-chicf of all the forces, raised or to be raised, 
for lh(! defence of the colonies. His election was accompa- 
nied with no competition, and followed by no envy. The 
same general impulse on the public mind, which led the 
colonie.s to a^rree in many other particulars, pointed to him 
as the nioHt proper person for presiding over their armies. 

'Jo the prcMident of confess, announcing this appointment. 
General Washington replied in the following words : — 

'* Mr. Puksidbnt, 

** Though I am truly sensible of the high honour done me 
in tbirt appointment, yet I feel great distress, from a con- 
sciouNueHs that my abilities and military experience may not 
be e(jual to the extensive and important trust. However, A 
the congress desire it, I will enter upon the momentous 
duty, and exert every power I possess in their service, and 
for tJKi support of the glorious cause. I beg they will accept 
ipy most cordial thanks, for this distinguished testimony of 
Aoir approbation. 

*' But, lest some unlucky event should happen unfavour^ 
able to my reputation, I beg it may be remembered, by every 
gentleman in the room, that I this day declare, with the ut- 
most sincerity, I do not think myself equal to the command 
I am honoured with. • - 

** As to pay, Sir, I beg leave to assure the congress, that 
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as no pecuniary consideration could have tempted me to ao^ 
cept this arduous employment, at the expense of my dome»> 
tic ease and happiness, I do not wish to make any profit 
from it I will keep an exact account of my expenses ; thoM 
I doubt not they will discharge, and that is all I desire." i 

A special commission was made out for him, and at the 
same time a unanimous resolution was adopted by congress^ 
** That they would maiatain and assist him, and adhere to 
him with their lives and fortunes, for the maintenance and 
preservation of American Liberty." 

Artemas Ward, of Massachusetts, who had commanded 
the troops before Boston ; colonel Lee, a British officer, who 
had distinguished himself in Portugal, but had resigned his 
commission in the service of the king ; Philip Schuyler, of 
New York ; and Israel Putnam, of Connecticut, now also 
before Boston, were appointed to the rank of major-general ; 
and Horatio Gates, who had held the rank of major in the 
British service, was appointed adjutant-general. 

General Washington immediately entered on the duties 
of his high' station. After passing a few days in New York, 
and making some arrangements with general Schuyler, who 
commanded there, he proceeded to Cambridge, which was 
the head-quarters of the American army. On his way thither, 
he received from private persons and public bodies, the most 
flattering attention, and Uie strongest expressions of deter- 
mination to support him. He received an address from the 
provincial congress of New York, in which, after expressing 
their approbation of his elevation to command, they say, 
*' We have the fullest assurances, that, whenever this im- 
portant contest shall be decided by that fondest wish of each 
American soul, an accommodation with our mother country, 
you will cheerfully resign the important deposit committed 
into your hands, and reassume the character of our worthiest 
citizen." — 'fhe General, after declaring his gratitude for the re- 
spect shown to him, added, ** Be assured, that every exertion 
of my worthy colleagues and myself, will be extended to the 
re-establishment of peace and harmony between the mother^ 
country and these colonies. As to the fatal, but necessary 
operations of war, when we assumed the soldier, we did 
not lay aside the citizen, and we shall most sincerely rejoiesf 
with you in that happy hour, when the re-establishment of 
imerican liberty, on the most firm and solid foandationsi 
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shall enable us to return to our private stations in the bosoift 
of a free, peaceful, and happy country." 

A committee from the Massachusetts congress received 
Him at Springfield, about one hundred miles from Boston, 
And conducted him to the army. He was soon aflterwardi 
addressed by the congress of that colony, in the most affec- 
tionate manner. In his answer, he said, ^* Gentlemen, your 
kind congratulations on my appointment and arrival, demand 
my warmest acknowledgments, and will ever be retained in 
grateful remembrance. In exchanging the -enjoyments of 
vomestic life, for the duties of my present honourable biit 
arduous station, I only emulate the virtue and public spirit 
of the whole province of Massachusetts, which, with a fimh 
ness and patriotism without example, has sacrificed all the 
comforts of social and political life, in support of the rights 
of mankind, and the welfare of our common country. My 
highest ambition is to be the happy instrument of vindieating 
these rights, and to see this devoted province again restored 
to peace, liberty, and safety." 

When General Washington arrived at Cambridge,, he was 
received with the joyful acclamations of the American army. 
At the head of his troops, he published a declaration, pre-* 
viously drawn up by congress, in the nature of a manifesto, 
setting forth the reasons lor taking up arms. In this, after 
enumerating various grievances of the colonies, and vindi<» 
eating them from a premeditated design of establishing inde- 
pendent states, it was added: ** In our own native, land, in 
defence of the freedom which is our birthright, and which 
we ever enjoyed till the late violation of it, for the protection 
of our property, acquired solely by the industry of our fore* 
fathers and ourselves, against violence actually offered, we 
have taken up arms ; we shall lay them down when hostili- 
ties shall cease on the part of the aggressors, and all danger 
of their being renewed shall be removed, and not before." 

When General Washington joined the American army, 
he found the British intrenched on Bunker's Hill, having 
also three floating batteries in Mystic River, and a twenty-* 
gun ship below the ferry between Boston and Charlestown. 
They had also a battery on Copse's Hill, and were strongly 
fortified on the Neck. The Americans were intrenched at 
Winter Hill, Prospect Hill, and Roxbury, communicating 
with one another by small posts, over s^ distaPQfi of \^ 
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miles ; nor could they be contracted, without exposing the 
country to the incursions of the enemy. 

The army, placed under the command of Washington, 
amounted to fourteen thousand five hundred men. Several 
circumstances occurred, to render this force very inadequate 
to active operations. Military stores were deficient in camp, 
lind the whole quantity ia the country was inconsiderable* 
!)n the 4th of August, all the stock of powder in the American 
camp, and in the public magazines of the four New England 
provinces, would have made very litde more than nine rounds 
for each man. In this destitute condition, the army remained 
for a fortnight To the want of powder, was added a very 
general want of bayonets,, of clothes, of working tools, and 
a total want of engineers. — Under all these embarrassments, 
the General observed, tliat '^ he had the materials of a good 
army, that the men were able bodied, active, zealous in the 
cause, and of unquestionable courage." He immediately 
instituted such arrangements as were calculated to increase 
their capacity for service, -fhe army was distributed into 
brigades and divisions, and, on his recommendation, general 
staSf-oiHcers were appointed. Economy, union, and system, 
were introduced into evsry department. As the troops came 
into service under the authority of distinct colonial govern- 
Inents, no uniformity existed among the regiments.^-In 
Massachusetts, the men had chosen their officers, and, rank 
excepted, were in other respects frequently their equals. 
To form one uniform mass of these discordant materials, and 
to subject freemen, animated with the spirit of liberty, and 
collected for its defence, to the control of military discipline, 
required patience, forbearance, and a spirit of accommodation* 
This delicate and arduous duty was undertaken by General 
Washington, and discharged with great address. When he 
had made considerable progress in disciplining his army, the 
terms for which enlistments had taken place were on the 
point of expiring. — The troops from Connecticut and Rhode 
Island were engaged only to the first of December, 1775 ; 
and no part of the army longer than to the first of January, 
1776. The commander-in-chief made early and forcible re- 
presentations to congress on this subject, and urged them to 
adopt efficient measures for the formation of a new army* 
They deputed three of their members, Mr. Lynch, Dr. 
Fraoldin, and Mr. Harrison, to repair to the camp, and, in 

c 2 
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troops under the command of Washington, to he nearly trebli 
the royal army. This ample force was supposed to be fiu>* 
nishcd witli every thing necessary for the most active open- 
tions. Their real numbers, and deficient equipments, were, for 
obvious reasons, carefully concealed. The ardour and impt* 
tience of the public had long since anticipated the expulsion 
of the British from Boston. Washington was equally ar^ 
dent, but better informed and more prudent. — He well knew 
the advantages that would result to the cause in which 
he was engaged, from some brilliant stroke ; nor was he in- 
sensible to insinuations made by some, that he was devoid 
of energy ; and by others, that he wished to prolong his own 
importance, by continuing the war. He bore these murmurs 
with patience, but nevertheless, had his eyes directed to Bos- 
ton, and wished for an opportunity to commence offensive 
operations. The propriety of this measure was submitted to 
the consideration of repeated councils of war, who uniformly 
declared against it. — A hope was nevertheless indulged, that 
ice, in the course of the winter, would be favourable to an as- 
sault. That this opportunity might not be lost, measures were 
adopted for procuring large reinforcements of militia, to serve 
until the first of March, 1776. From four to five thousand 
men were accordingly procured. Contrary to what is usual, 
the waters about Boston continued open until the middle of 
February. Councils of war were hitherto nearly unanimous 
against an assault. — General Washington was less opposed 
to it than some others ; but the want of ammunition for the 
artillery, together with the great probability of failure, in- 
duced him to decline the attempt. In lieu of it, he formed 
a bold resolution to take a new position, that would compel 
the British general either to come to an action, or to evacuate 
Boston. The American array was now stronger than ever. 
Recruiting for tlie last two months had been unusually suc- 
cessful. The regular army exceeded fourteen thousand mep, 
and the militia were about six thousand. 

Thus reinforced, Washington determined to fortify the 
heights of Dorchester, from which he could annoy the ships 
in the harbour, and the army in the town. To favour the 
execution of this plan, the town and lines of the enemy wex:e 
bombarded on the 2d, 3d, and 4th of March. On the nighl 
of the 4th, general Thomas, with a considerable detachmfenl^ 
took possession of the heights of Dorchester. By great as* 
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ertions this party, in the course of the night, nearly corered 
themselves from the shot of the enemy. The appearance of 
their works caused no little surprise in the British camp. 
They were every hour advancing, so as to ajSbrd additional 
aecurity to the Americans posted behind them. — The Admir?^ 
informed general Howe, that, if the Americans held posses- 
sion of these heights, he would not be able to keep one of 
the British ships in the harbour. The enemy were now 
brought to the alternatives which Washington had desired. 
They must either risk an action beyond their lines, or abandon 
the place. General Howe preferred the former, and ordered 
three thousand men on this service. These were embarked 
and descended to the castle, with the intention of proceeding 
up the river to the attack, but were dispersed by a tremen- 
dous storm ; and, before they could be again collected, the 
American works were advanced to such a stale of security^ 
as to discourage any attempt against them. 

Expecting an immediate assault on the newly raised work» 
at Dorchester, and judging that the best troops of the enemy^ 
would be ordered on that service, Washington had prepared 
to attack the town of Boston at the same time ; and four thou- 
sand men were ready for embarkation at the mouth, of Cam* 
bridge river, to proceed on this design, as soon 9s it was 
known that the British had gone out in force to thejr intend- 
ed attack. It was now resolved by the British to evacuate- 
Boston as soon as possible. — In a few days afterwards, a flag 
came out of Boston, with a paper signed by four selectmen, 
informing, " That they had applied to general Robertson, 
who, on application to general Howe, was authorized to as- 
sure them, that he had no intention of burning the town, un- 
less the troops under his command were molested during- 
their embarkation, or at their departure, by the armed force 
without." When this paper was presented to General Wash- 
ington, he replied, *' that, as it was an unauthenticated paper, 
and without address, and not obligatory on general Howe, 
he could take no notice of it," but at the same time he inti- 
mated " his good wishes for the safety of the town." 

Washington made arrangements for the security of his ar- 
my, but did not advance his works, nor embarrass the* British 
anny in their proposed evacuation. He wished to sav^ Bos- 
ton, and to gain time for the fortification of New Yofkf to 
vbjph plape he supposed the evacuating dimy was destined. 
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Under thii impression, he detached thither m cMmderdb 
part of his army, and with tlie remainder took poesesm 
of Boston on the 17th of March, as soon as the British traop 
J^ completed their embarkation. 

On entering the town, Washinnpton was received wik 
marks of approbation, more flattering than tfie pomps cCil 
triumph. Released from the severities of a garrison lib, 
and from tlie various indignities to which they had beenrab 
jeetcd, the inhabitants hailed him as their deliverer. Reci- 
prnc:d congratulations between those who had been confiial 
within the British lines, and those who were excluded froa 
ontiiring them, were exchanged, with an ardour which caih 
not be dcsrrihcd. General Washington was honoured by 
oongrrsB with a vote of thanks. They also ordered a medil 
to hm struck, witli suitable devices, to peipetuate the remeia* 
branro of the great event. The Massachusetts council sad 
houNc^ of rcpreHcntatives, complimented him in a joint address, 
in whirh thny express their good wishes in the following 
words : •• May you still go on, approved by Heaven, revered 
by all good men, and dreaded by those tyrants who claim 
tliflir f«llow-meii as tlioir property." His answer w^w mo* 
dest and appropriate. 



CHAPTER HI. 

CAMPAIGN OF 1776. 



Of the opttrafiona of General Washington in New York and 
NewJcrney — 7/tc battle on l^ong Island — The retreat 
from Vork Island, and through Jersey^-^Tlie battles of 
7\enton and Princeton. 

TiiR evacuation of Boston varied the scene, but did not 
lesflcn the labours of Washington. Henceforward, he had 
a much more formidable enemy to oppose. The royal army 
in Bostoji was on a small scale, designed to awe the inhabit- 
ants of Massachusetts into obedience ; but the campaign of 
1776 was opened in New York, with a force far exceeding 
any thing hitherto seen in America. Including the navy and 
army, it amounted to fiilv-five thousand mcn^ and was calQa« 
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lated on the idea of reducing the whole united colonies. The 
operations contemplated, could be best carried on from the 
nearly central province of New York ; and the army could 
be supplied with proTisions from the adjacent islands, and 
easily assisted by the British navy. For these reasons, the 
evacuation of Boston, and tlie concentration of the royal 
forces at New York, had been for some time resolved upon 
in England. 

The reasons which induced the British to gain possession 
of New York, weighed with Washington to prevent or delay 
it. He had therefore detached largely from his army before 
Boston, and sent general Lee to take the command ; and, after 
providing for the security of Boston, proceeded soon after 
the evacuation of that city, with the main army to New York, 
and made every preparation in his power for its defence. 
Considerable time was allowed for this purpose ; for general 
Howe, instead of pushing directly for New York, retired to 
Halifax with the forces withdrawn from Boston. — He tliere 
waited for the promised reinforcements from England ; but, 
impatient of delay , he sailed without them for New York, and 
took possession of Staten Island in the latter end of June. 
He was soon followed by his brother, admiral Howe, and 
their whole force was assembled about the middle of July, 
in apparent readiness for opening the campaifirn. Before hos«- 
tilities commenced, the British general and admiral, in their 
quality of civil commissioners for eflfftctins: f* re-iinion b^t «.vp<»n 
Great Britain and the colonies, mjulf. nw ^ii^mpt -^r n^^^MiMt'jrvTi. 
—To introduce this business, th'^y-s^rit a f^^gr ^^h*•^rA -.njih ?i 
letter, addressed to ^^iicffrj^^. W;»ffnir,?v»n, F*«"^j.'* 'Flii**. S*» 
refused to receive, as n^'it y*f'insi infU\ffi<^fi*\ ;/•, :"nn> vi'h h* 
title due to his rank, and at the «?»me i.ii^ .vrvo ■*> '•/vnyj^vi*. 
" That he wrmUl n6t, ^m any ^♦•'»;»nir»n . ':i<»r;ii«^o rtj«ioMi'"»»« ■•> 
punctilio, hilt in thiA it^AtnTt^A. r<iai»r»^<»i< _: , ^i,,,. ,^ i^u »o'm- 

try, to insist on T.h At PP:« pert. v'r>;A, .n nv.- %«*ir»^ !*■••» • y^K 

lie view, he woi*ld ''viihnafl/ ha'«"* r.^v^'i ' ■s'%mw» ;♦•.«» »»«f^ 
wards, adjiitant gf«»ner:il P.iw<»r.j«-.»i iv.iu ai»>it ^y /4i.i»«-..t i-i..-**-*^ 

On ^in intervie'w. the ailiniMni. |;*iii»^ii ii'.'- ♦v^j ■•--f --* 

high esteem for ^he per^u^n oui ''-i-.- ....... ,r i.. • •. - 

ceneral. ar.rt rlei*tar;n«^ •h»t. .1 •••*' ■**^' ».!»«'..«- ^i -■ '-■ r'** 

xrom the reap^ijr rjt||i !,^ ;^j« -rtii/ w.^»H»-r...^.^i .; ,^.- * ■ *"f 

el eetcraj voi^iii mn^tw^, vhA .n\«yViU*«u<ua». p. v.*.* - ' ■«--*»• 
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ence. Genoral Wiishin^ton replied: "That a letter directii 
to any person in a puMic diaracter, should have some desoipi 
tion (if it, otiicrwise it would appear a mere private letter, 
that it was true the ct cetcras implied every thinf^, \)ut thej' 
also implied any thinv, and that he should therefore decliBB 
reccivini; any letter directed to him as a private person, whea 
it rohited to his puhlic station." A long conference ensued, 
in which the adjutant ireneral ohserved, that " the commB* 
sioncrs were armed with great powers, and. would be Yeiy 
happy in <.'necting an accommodation." He received foras- 
swer, *' that, from what appeared, their powers were only to 
grant ])ard()ns ; that they who had committed no fault wanted 
no ])ardon." • 

On tiie arrival of general Howe at Staten Island, the Ameri- 
can army did not exceed ten thousand men ; but, by sundry 
reinforcements, before the end of August it amounted to twenty- 
seven th(»usand. Of thescf, a great part were militia, and one 
fourth of the whole were sick. The diseases incident to new 
troops prevailed extensively ; and were aggravated by a great 
deficiency in tents. These troops were so judiciously dis- 
tributed on York Island, Long Island, Governor's Island, 
Paulus Hook, and on tlie Sound towards New Rochelle, and 
East and West Chester, that the enemy "^ere very cautious 
in determining when or where to commence offensive opera- 
tions. — Every probable point of debarkation was watched, 
and guarded with a force sulficient to embarrass, though very 
insufficient to prevent, a landing. From the time of the ar- 
rival of the British army at Staten Island, the Americans were 
in daily expectation of being attacked. General Washington 
was therefore strenuous in preparing his troops for action. 
He tried every expedient to kindle in their breasts the love 
of their country, and a high toned indignation against its in- 
vaders. — In general orders, he addressed them as follows : 
" The time is now near at hand, which must probably deter- 
mine whether Americans are to be freemen or slaves ; whether 
they are to have any property they can call their own ; whether 
their houses and farms are to be pillaged and destroyed, and 
Aemselves consigned to a state of wretchedness, from which 
no human efforts will deliver them. The fate of unborn mil- 
lions will now depend, under God, on the courage and con- 
duct of this army. Our cruel and unrelenting enemy leaven 
ms only the choice of a brave resistance, or the most abjeflf 
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^ «ubmission.— We have therefore to resolve to conquer or to 
die. — Our own, our country's honour, calls upon us for a vi- 
gorous and manly exertion, and if we now shamefully fail* 
we shall become infamous to the whole world. ■ Let us then 
rely upon the goodness of our cause, and the aid of the Su* 
-preme Being, in whose hands victory is, to animate and en- 
courage us to great and noble actions. The eyes of all our 
countrymen are now upon us, and we shall have their bless* 
ings and praises, if happily we are the instruments of saving; 
them from the tyranny meditated against them. Let us there- 
fore animate and encourage each other, and show the whole 
world, that a freeman, contending for liberty on his own 
ground, is superior to any slavish mercenarflpn earth/' 

Meanwhile, General Washington was extremely desirous of 
making some impression upon the enemy, before their whole 
force should be collected. He conceived it to be very prac- 
ticable to cross over in the night from the mouUi of Thomp- 
son's creek, a little below Elizabethtown, on the New Jersey 
shore, to Staten Island, and cut off some detached posts of 
the enemy near the Blazing Star, within a peninsula formed 
by two creeks, which could not easily be re-inforced. This plan 
was to be executed by general Mercer, who commanded the 
flying camp, and had assisted in forming it ; but the weather, 
on the night appointed for its execution* was so very tem- 
pestuous, as to make it impossible to cross the sound in such 
boats as had been provided. 

The re-inforcements to the British army, about four hun- 
dred and fifty of whom had been captured by the American 
cruizers, were now arriving daily from Europe, and general 
Howe had been joined also by the troops from the southward* 
His strength was not accurately known, but was estimated on 
the whole, at about twenty-four thousand men. The last ditd- 
' sion of the Germans had not reached him, but they were not 
expected soon, and he thought himself strong enough to open 
the campaign without them. 

When the whole re-inforcements of the enemy had arrived. 
General Washington, in expectation of an immediate attack, 
again addressed his army, and called on them to remember 
that *' liberty, property, life, and honour, were adl at stake ; 
that upon their courage and conduct, rested the hopes of their 
bleeding and insulted country ; that their wives, dukhen, and 
parents, expected safety from them only ; and that they had 
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every reason to believe, that Heaven would crown with loe- 
eesn so just a cause.*' — He further added : ** The enemj 
will endeavour to intimidate, by show and appearance; hk 
remcmlx^r, they have been repulsed by a few brave Annericaoi. 
Their cause is bad ; their men are conscious of it ; and, If 
opposed with firmness and c6olnes8 on their first onset, with 
our advantage of works and knowledge of the ground, tbe 
victory is most assuredly ours. Every good soldier will bi 
silent and attentive ; wait fur orders ; and reserve his fire until 
he is sure of doing execution. Of this, the ofEcers are to be 
pariicularly careful." 

He then gave the most explicit orders, that any soldier 
who should at^npt to conceal himself, or retreat without or 
ders, should instantly be shot, as an example of the punish- 
ment of cowardice ; and desired every officer to be partico* 
larly attentive to the conduct of his men, and report those 
who should distinguish tliemselves by brave and noble actions* 
These he solemnly promised to notice and reward. 

On tlie 22d of August, the greater part of the British troops 
landed on liOng Island. Washington immediately made a 
further effort to rouse his troops to deeds of valour. «* The 
enemy," said he, " have landed, and the hour is fast approach- 
ing, on which the honour and success of this army, and the 
safety of our bleeding country, depends. Remember, ofilicen 
and soldiers, that you are freemen, fighting for the blessings 
of liberty : that slavery will be your portion, and that of your 
posterity, if you do not acquit yourselves like men. Remem- 
ber how your courage has been despised and traduced by 
your cruel invaders, though they have found, by dear expe- 
rience, at Boston, Charlestown, and other places, what a few 
brave men, contending in their own land, and in the best of 
causes, can do against hirelings and mercenaries. — Be cool, 
but determined. Do not fire at a distance, but wait for orders 
from your officers." He repeated his injunctions, ** to shoot 
down any person who should misbehave in action," and his 
hope " that none so infamous would be found ; but that, on 
the contrary, each- for himself, resolving to conquer or die, 
and trusting to the smiles of Heaven on so just a cause, would 
behave with bravery and resolution." His assurance of re- 
wards to those who should distinguish themselves, were re- 
peated, ahd he declared his confidence " that, if the anhj 
Would but emulate and imitate their brave countrymen in other 
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IMKTts of America, they would, by a glorionft rictory, save their 
country, and acquire to themselves immortal honour." 

On ^e 5th day after their landing, the British attacked the 
Americans on Long Island, commanded by general SttUivan. 
The variety of ground, ai^d the different parties employed in 
different places, both in the attack and defence, occasioned a 
succession of small engagements, pursuits, and slaughter, 
which lasted for many hours. 

The Americans were defeated in all directions. The cir- 
cumstances which eminently contributed to this, were, the 
superior discipline of the assailants, and the want of early 
intelligence of their movements. There was not a single 
corps of cavalry in the Ai^erican army. The transmission 
of intelligence was of course always slow, and often imprac- 
ticable. From the want of it, some of their detachments, 
while retreating before one portion of the enemy, were ad- 
vancing towards another, of whose movements they were 
ignorant. 

In the heiglit of the engagement^ Washington passed over 
to Long Island, and, with infinite regret, saw the slaughter of 
his best troops, but had not the power to prevent it ; for had 
he drawn his whole force to their support, he must have 
risked every thing on a single engagement. He adopted the 
wiser plan, of evacuating the island with all the forces that 
he could bring off. In superintending this necessary, but 
difficult and dangerous movement, and the events of the pre- 
ceding day, Washington was indefatigable. For forty-eight 
hours, he never closed his eyes, and was almost constantly 
on horseback. In less than thirteen hours, the field-artiller}', 
tents, baggage, and about nine thousand men, were conveyed 
from Long Island to the city of New York, over East River, 
and without the knowledge of the British, though not six 
hundred yards distant. The darkness of the night, and a 
heavy fog in the morning, together with a fair wind after 
midnight, favoured this retreat, which was completed, with- 
out interruption, some time after the dav/ning of the day. 

The loss sustained by the American army, in the engage- 
ments on Long Island, was very considerable, but it could 
not be accurately ascertained. Numbers were supposed to 
have been drowned in the creek, or suffocated in the marsh, 
whose bodies were never found ; and exact accounts from the 
militia are seldom to be expected, as the list of the missing \m 
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«lwayi swelled by those who return to their homes* Gkunll 
Washington computes the total loss of tlie Aniericsos at Awl 
thousand three hundred men ; but this compatSLtion is pnl^l 
bly excessive. The loss of the enemy is stated, by geaadl 
Howe, at twenty-one officers, and three hundred and fiMtf' 
six privates, killed, wounded and captured. 

The attempt to defend Long Island wa» so diaastrons iaili 
issue, and believed to have been so perilous in itself, tfafltp» 
sons were not wanting who condemned it ; and it is yet i» 
presented as a great error in the commander-in-chief. Bit, 
in deciding upon the wisdom of measures, the event wiUnst 
always lead to a correct judgment. Before a just opinioo 
can be formed, it is necessary to consider the previous stiU 
of things ; to weigh the motives which led to the decisioij 
and to compare the value of the object, and the probabili^ 
of securing it, with the hazards attending the -attempt.-— Tin 
importance of the town of New York, and of liOng Island, 
to either party, has been already stated, and was, throughout 
the war, very clearly demonstrated. It was extremely de- 
sirable to maintain the possession of both, or, if that couU 
not be done, to consume the campaign in the struggle for 
them. The abandonment of Long Island, besides giving the 
enemy secure and immediate possession of our extensive and 
fertile country, would certainly very mnch facilitate the suc- 
cess of their attempt upon New York. It was therefore to 
be avoided, if possible. 

The impossibility of avoiding it was not evident, until Uie 
battle had been fought. It was true, that the American force on 
the island could not be rendered equal, even in point of num* 
hers, to the enemy ; but, with the advantage of the defensi- 
ble country, through which it was necessary to pass, ?qid of 
a fortified camp, which could be attacked only on one side, 
considerable hopes might be entertained, without being over 
sanguine, of at least maintaining the position for a considera- 
ble time. — That sucJi an opinion was not ill-founded, seems, 
to be evidenced by the cautious movement of general Howo* 
who, even after the victory of the 27th, was not disposed tq 
attack it without the co-operation of the fleet, but chose to 
carry it rather by regular approaches. Nor would the situa^ 
tion of the troops on Long Island have been desperate, even 
in the event of a conjoint attack both by land and water, bci 
fore their strength and spirits were broken by the actiou of 
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Ac twenty-seventh. — The East River was fn^i^T^l^^ ^v very 
strong batteries, on both sides ; and its entrance, from the 
bay, was defended by Governor's Island, which was fortified 
and garrisoned by two regiments. The ships could not lie 
in that river, without first silencing tliosc batteries, an opera* 
lion which would have been found extremely dillicult, and 
therefore their aid could be given only when a storm of the 
works should be intended ; and when that should appear im- 
practicable, the troops should be withdrawn irom the i&tlaud. 

There was tlien, certainly, in the plan of maintaining Long 
Island, considerable hazard ; but not so much as to demon- 
strate the propriety of relinquishing a post of so nmuh im- 
portance, without a struggle to preserve it. 

The unsuccessful termination of the late action, \oa\ to con- 
sequences more seriously alarming to the Amuriratis, Uinn 
the loss of their men. Ilitherto, they had had such confi- 
dence in themselves, because engaged in tlie cause of liberty 
and their country, tliat it outweighed all their <ipprehonHionf 
from the exact discipline of the British troops ; but now find- 
ing that many of them had been encircled in inextricable dif- 
ficulties by the superior military skill of their adversaries, 
they went to the opposite extreme, and began to think very 
indifferently of themselves and their ledders, when opposed 
to disciplined troops. — As often as ttiey saw the enemy ap- 
proaching, they suspecti^ a military maneuvre, from which 
they supposed nothing cAiId save them but immediate flight. 
Apprehensions of this kind might naturally be expected, from 
citizen-soldiers, lately taken from agricultural [)urHuits, wiio 
expected to lay aside the military character at the end^of tlie 
ensuing year. Washington, tremblingly alive U) the stiiti; of 
the army, wrote to congress, on the hixtli day after the lUifc/dt 
on Long Island, as follows : *' (iur situation is truly distrese- 
ing. 'i*he check which our detachment laU;ly suHtiiiiied, has 
dispirited too great a proportion of our troops, and filled their 
minds witli a[)prehensions and despair, — 'i'he militia, instead 
of calling forth their utmost ellorLs to a brave and m:mly op- 
position, in order to repair our losses, are dismayed, intrae- 
table, and impatient to return. Great nu miners of them 
have gone off; in some instanceH, almost by whole regi* 
ments ; in many, by half regiments, and by companies at a 
time. This circumstance of itself, independent of othem, 
when fronted by a well appointed enemy, superior in number 
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to our whole collected force, would be sufficiently disagIe^ 
able ; but when it is added, that tlieir example has affected 
another part of the army ; that Iheir want of discipline, and 
Tefuflal of almoBt every kind of restraint and government, 
have rendered a like conduct hut too common in the whde, 
and have produced an entire disre^rd of that order and sub- 
ordination which is necessary for an army ; our condition 
is still more alarming, and with the deepest concern I am 
oblig(>d to confess my want of confidence in the generality 
of ilie troops. — All these circumstances fully confirm the 
opinion I ever entertained, and which I more than once in 
my letters took the liberty of mentioning to congress, that 
no dependence could be put in a militia, or other troops than 
those enlisted and embodied for a longer period than our re- 
gulations have hitherto prescribed. I am fully convinced 
that our liberties must of necessity be greatly hazarded, if 
not entirely lost, if their defence be left to any but a perma- 
nent army. 

" Nor would the expense incident to the support of such 
a body of troops, as would be competent to every exigency, 
far exceed that which is incurred by calling in daily succours, 
and new enlistments, which, when effected, are not attended 
with any good consequences. Men who have been free, and 
subject to no control, cannot be reduced to order in an in- 
stant; and the privileges and exeniptions which they claim, 
and will have, inlluence the conduct of others, in such a man- 
ner, thai the aid derived from them is nearly counterbalanced 
by the disorder, irregularity, and confusion, they occasion." 

Unl^rtunately, causes in addition to those so often stated, 
existovl ill a great part of the army. In New I'jiirlaiuL whence 
the war had as yet been princi|mlly s.ipporlf d, fhe zeal ex- 
cited by tiie revolution had taken sui.'h a direction, as, in a 
great degree, to abolish those distinctions huiwrtMi tlie pla- 
toon-oliicers and the soldiers, which are so indispensable to 
the formation of an army, capable of being applii^l to all the 
purposes of war. In many instances, these ollicers, who 
constitute so important a part of every army, were elected by 
the men ; and a disposition to associate with them on the 
footing of equality, was a recommendation of much more 
weight, and frequently conduced much more to the choice, 
than individual merit. In some instances, those were elected, 
irho agreed to put their pay into mess with the privateti and 
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to divide equally with them. Amongst such officers, the 
inost disgraceful and unmilitary practices frequently prevailed ; 
and the privates could not sufficiently respect them, to acquire 
habits of obedience and subordination. 

In fourteen days after the serious remonstrance of General 
Washington, congress resolved to raise eighty-eight battalions, 
to serve during the war. Under these circumstances, to pro- 
tract the campaign with as little loss as possible, so as to 
gain time to raise a permanent army for the service of the 
next year, was to the Americans an object of the greatest 
importance. 

General Washington, after much deliberation, determined on. 
a war of posts. Recent events confirmed him in the policy 
•af defending his country by retreating, when he could no 
longer stand his ground without risking his army. He well 
knew, that, by adopting it, he would subject himself to the 
imputation of wanting energy and decision; but with him 
the love of country was paramount to all other considera- 
tions. 

In conformity with these principles, the evacuation of New 
York was about this time resolved upon, whensoever it could 
no longer be maintained without risking the army. Arrange- 
ments were accordingly made, for a temporary defence, and 
an ultimate retreat when necessity required. The British, 
now in possession of Long Island, could at pleasure pass over 
to York Island, or to the main land. Washington was ap- 
prehensive that they would land above him, cut off his re- 
treat, and force him to a general action on York Island. He 
therefore moved his public stores to Dobbs's Ferry, and sta- 
tioned twelve thousand men at the northern end of York 
Island. With the remainder, he kept up the semblance of 
defending New York, though he had determined to abandon 
it, rather than risk his army for its preservation. 

While Washington was making arrangements to save his 
troops and stores by evacuating and retreating, the British 
commander was prosecuting his favourite scheme of forcing 
the Americans to a general action, or breaking the communv- 
cation between their posts. With this view, he landed about 
four thousand men at Kipp's Bay, three miles above New 
York, under cover of five men of war. Works had been 
thrown up at this place, which were capable of being defended 
for Bome time, and troops were ata.tioii<&ii m ^^\£^ i^^ "^aax 
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purpdftR ; but they fled with precipitation, without waiting 
for the approach of the enemy. — Two brigades were put into 
motion to support them. General Washington rode to the scene 
of action, and, to his {rrcat mortification, met the whole party 
rctreuiinjr. While he was exerting himself to raUy them, on 
tlie appearance of a smidl corps of the enemy, they agaia 
brok(s and ran off in disorder. Conduct so dastardly, nused 
a teinp(>.st in the unusually tranquil mind of General Washing- 
ton. Having embarked in the American cause from the 
purest principles, he viewed, with infinite concern, this shame- 
ful behaviour, as threatening ruin to his country. He recol- 
lected the many declarations of congress, of the army, and 
of the inhabitants, preferring liberty to life, and death to dis- 
honour, and contrasted them with their present scandalous 
flight. II is soul was harrowed up with apprehensions that 
his country woidd be conquered, her army disgraced, and her 
liberties destroyed. He anticipated, in imagination, that the 
Americans would appear to posterity in the light of high 
sounding boasters, who blustered when danger was at a dis- 
tance, but shrunk at the shadow of opposition. — Extensive 
confiscations, and numerous attainders, presented themselves 
in full view to liis agitated mind. He saw, in imagination, 
newly formed states, with the means of defence in their hands, 
and the glorious prospects of liberty before them, levelled to 
the dust, and such constitutions imposed upon them, as were 
likely to crush the vigour of the human mind ; while the un- 
successful issue of the present struggle, would, for ages to 
come, deter posterity from the bold design of asserting their 
rights. — Impressed with these ideas, he hazarded his person 
for some considerable time in rear of his own men, and in 
front of the enemy, with his horse's head towards tlie latter, 
as if in expectation that, by an honourable death, he might 
escape tlie infamy which he dreaded from the dastardly con- 
duct of troops on whom he could place no dependence. His 
aids-de-camp, and the confidential friends around his person, 
by indirect violence, compelled him to retire. In consequence 
of their address and importunity, a life was saved for public 
service, which otherwise, from a sense of honour and a gust 
of passion, seemed to be devoted to almost certain destruc- 
tion. 

The shameful events of this day hastened the evacuation 
of New York. This was effected Y?\\]ki x^iy \xV\ie lo%^ ^1 
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men, but all the heavy artillery, and a large portion of the 
baggage, provisions, military stores, and particularly, the 
tents, were unavoidably left behind. The loss of the last 
mentioned article was severely felt in that season, when cold 
weather was rapidly approaching. 

The British, having got possession of the city of New 
York, advanced in front of it, and stretched their encamp- 
ments across York Island; while their shipping defended 
their flanks. 

Soon after their entrance into the city, a Are broke out, in 
the night, about eleven o'clock, and continued to rage until 
the next morning, when it was extinguished by great exer- 
tions on the part of the military stationed in the town, aftev 
having consumed about one third of the buildings. It is said 
to have been purposely set on fire, and several individuals, 
believed to " have perpetrated the act, were precipitated into 
the flames. It was alleged, by the enemy, that the American 
General had designed to reduce the town to ashes, had he not 
been compelled to abandon it so hastily as to render the exe- 
cution of this intention impracticable, and that the fire was 
in consequence of this design. But this allegation is founded 
entirely on mistake. Neither the congress, nor General 
Washington, had formed so destructive a plan ; and the fire 
must have been kindled either by individuals, whose mis- 
guided zeal induced them to adopt so terrible a measure^ or 
by flagitious incendiaries, who hoped to plunder in security 
during the confusion of extinguishing the flames. 

Washington had made his strongest post at Kingsbridge, 
as that preserved his communications with the country. In 
front of this, and near to the British, he had a strong detach- 
ment posted in an entrenched camp. This position of the 
two armies was particularly agreeable to him ; for he wished 
to accustom his raw troops to face their enemies, hoping that 
by frequent skirmishes they would grow so familiar with th6 
dangers incident to war, as to fear them less. — Opportunities 
of making the experiment, soon occurred. On the day after 
the retreat from New York, a skirmish occurred, between an 
advanced detachment of the British army and some Ameri- 
can troops, commanded by colonel Knowlton, of Connecti- 
cut, and major Leitch, of Virginia. Both these oflicers fell, 
bravely fighting at the head of their troops. The captains 
with their men kept the ^ound, and fairly beat their a,dlvQc« 
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■aries from the field. — This was the first advantage which tfai 
nrmy under the command of Washington had gained in the cam- 
paign. Its influence on the army was great. To increase itset 
fects, the parole the next day was '' Leitch ;'* and the genenl 
gave public thanks to the troops engaged in that gallant » 
tion. He contrasted their conduct with the late shameM 
flight of the troops from the works on Kipp's Bay, and ob* 
served, '' That the result proved what might be done, where 
officers and men exerted themselves;" and again called on all 
'* so to act, as not to disgrace the noble cause in which ther 
were engaged." 

General Howe continued to prosecute his scheme for cut' 
ting ofl" Washington's communication with the eastern iitates, 
and enclosing him so as to compel a general engagement 
With this view, the royal army landed on Frog's Neck, in 
West Chester county, and soon afterwards advanced to New 
Rochelle, and made sundry successive movements, all calcu- 
lated to eflect this purpose. A few skirmishes oceuirred ; 
but a general action was carefully avoided by Washington, 
except in one case, in which he had so manifest an advan- 
tage from his position on hills near the White Plains, that 
/general Howe declined it. — The project of getting into the 
f rear of the American army, was, in like manner, &ustrated, 
: by frequent and judicious changes of its position. General 
I Howe, failing in his first design, adopted a new plan of ope- 
' rations. His efforts were henceforward directed to an inva- 
sion of New Jersey. Washington, penetrating his designs, 
crossed the North River. He wrote to William Livingston, 
governor of New Jersey, urging him to put the militia of 
that state into the best condition to defend their country, 
and also recommending the removal of cattle and provisions 
from the sea'Coast. — About this time, Fort Washington was 
taken by storm, and the garrison, consisting of more tlian two 
thousand men, with their commander, colonel Magaw, sur- 
rendered prisoners of war. This was the only post held by 
the Americans on York Island ; and was an exception to the 
general plan of evacuating and retreating. Hopes had been 
indulged that it might be defended, and, in conjunction with 
Fort Lee, on the opposite Jersey shore, made useful in em-» 
barrassing the passage of British vessels on the North River 
This post having faJlen, orders for the evacuation of Fot\ 
Lee were immediately given ; but before the stores could h% 



GEORGE WASHINGTON. a 

Temoved, lord Cornwallis crossed the North River with sis 
thousand men. — Washington, retreating before him, took 
post along the Hackensack. His situation there was nearly 
similar to that which he had abandoned ; for he was liable to 
be enclosed between the Hackensack and the Passaic rivers 
He therefore, on the approach of the enemy, passed over to 
Newarhd He stood his ground there for some days, as if de- 
termined on resistance ; but, being incapable of any effectual 
opposition, he retreated to Brunswick, on the day that lord 
Cornwallis entered Newark. At Brunswick, Washington 
kept his troops in motion, and even advanced a small detach- 
ment, as if intending to engage the enemy. Nor did he quit 
this position until their advanced guards were in sight.— 
Lord Sterling was left at Princeton with twelve hundred men, 
to watch the British ; and Washington proceeded with tiie 
residue to Trenton. There, he meant to make a stand. Or- 
ders were previously given, to collect and guard all the boats 
for seventy miles on the Delaware. The baggage and stores 
were also passed over. These being secured, Washington 
detached twelve hundred men to Princeton, to keep up the. 
appearance of opposition, and soon followed with about two 
thousand militia, who had recently joined him. — Before he 
reached Princeton, intelligence was received, that lord Corn- 
wallis, strongly reinforced, was advancing from Brunswick 
in differeait directions, with the apparent design of getting 
into his rear. An immediate retreat over the Delaware b^ 
came necessary. This was effected on the 8th of Decent- 
ber. Washington secured all his boats on the Pennsylvania 
side ; broke down the bridges on roads leading to the oppo^ 
site shores, and posted his troops at the diflerent fords. So 
keen was the pursuit, that, as the rear-guard of the retread 
ing army embarked, the van of the enemy came in sight. 

The British, having driven the American army out of New 
Jersey, posted themselves along the Delaware, and small 
parties passed and repassed from one to the other, withoul 
any interruption. They made some attempts to procun 
boats, but failed. They also repaired some of the bridges 
that had been recently destroyed, and pushed forward a 
strong detachment for Bordenton. This was intended to i»- 
crease their chances for crossing, and to embarrass Wasl>» 
ington, who could not foresee from which of their several 
positions they would make the attempt. 
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General Putnam wa.s in the mean time sent forward toflK 
perintcnd the erection of lines of defence from the SchuyM 
to the Delaware, for the security of Philadelphia.- Sndl 
redoiihts were liastily thrown tip, to guard the fonls ; ui 
Gerniantown was fixed upon as a place of rendezvous, ii 
ease the British should cross, and drive tlie Americans firoi 
their extended encampments on the Delaware. ThL Tetrol 
through New Jersey was attended with almost every circiU' 
stance that could occasion embarrassment or depressions- 
Washington was depressed by diflicuUies on all sides, h 
casting his eyes around, he could not promise himself ade- 
quate support from any quarter. His gloomy prospects weie 
not brightened by any expectations, on the fulfilment' of 
which he could depend. Distrusting, but not despairing, he 
asked colonel Reed, *' Should we retreat to the back poll 
of Pennsylvania, will the Pennsylvanians support us T"— 
The colonel answered, " If the lower counties are subdusd 
and give up, the back counties will do tlie same.'* Wadh 
ington nobly replied, '* We must retire to Augusta countff 
in Virginia. Numbers will be obliged to repair to xut&t 
safety, and we must try what we can do, in carrying on a 
predatory war ; and, if overpowered, we must cross the Alle- 
ghany mountains," 

General Washington had no cavalry, except a small corps 
of badly mounted Connecticut militia, and was almost eqniil* 
ly destitute of artillery, while conducting this retreat* It 
commenced in a few days after the reduction of Fort Wasll* 
ington, in which the flower of the American army were made 
prisoners of war. A great part of the retreating troops con- 
sisted of those wlio had garrisoned Fort Lee. These had 
been compelled to abandon their post so suddenly, that they 
left behind them their tents, blankets, and cooking utensili. 
In this situation, they retreated, badly armed, worse clad, and 
in many instances barefooted, in the cold months of Novem- 
ber and December, through a desponding country, more dis- 
posed to seek safety by submission, than resistance. — Under 
all these disadvantages, they performed a march of about 
minety miles, and had the address to prolong it to a space of 
nineteen days; that as much time as possible might h% 
gained for expected reinforcements to arrive. As they re* 
treated through the country, scarcely one of the inhabitants 
Joined them, while numbers daily flocked to the Bcitiahannyt 
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ttnd took the benefit of a royal proclamation, issued at this 
critical time, for pardoning all who, within sixty days, would 
return to the condition of British subjects. 

The small force which began this retreat, was daily les- 
sening, by the expiration of the term of service for which 
they were engaged. This terminated in November with 
many, and in December with nearly two thirds of the re- 
mainder. No persuasions were availing, to induce their con- 
tinuance. They abandoned their general, when the advan- 
cing army were nearly in sight. The Pennsylvania militia 
were engaged to the first of January, but they deserted in so 
great numbers, that it became necessary to place guards at 
the ferries to intercept them. Two regiments had been or- 
dered from Ticonderoga, to join General Washington ; but 
their term of service expired on the first of December. They 
refused to re-enlist, and every one of them departed. 

General Lee, who commanded the eastern troops, was re- 
peatedly ordered by W^ishington to cross the North River, and 
join the retreating army, but these orders were not obeyed. 
}le manifested a strong disposition to maintain his separate 
command, and rather to hang on and threaten the rear of tht 
enemy, than strengthen the army in their front. With this 
view, he proposed to establish himself at Morristown ; but, on 
receiving a letter from General Washington, stating his disap- 
probation of this plan, which, though proper in itself, and un- 
der other circumstances, was now totally inadmissible, as the 
army, without this re-inforcement, was not strong enough to 
stop the march of the enemy to Philadelphia — and pressinff 
him ta come on — he still declared an opinion in favour o? 
his own proposition, and proceeded reluctantly towards the 
Delaware. While on this march through Morris county, 
and at a distance of about twenty miles from the enemy, he, 
very indiscreetly, quartered, under a slight guard, in a house 
about three miles from his army. — ^Information of this circuuH 
stance was given, by a countryman, to colonel Harcourt, at 
that time detached, with a body of cavalry, for the purpose 
of gaining intelligence concerning his movements, who im- 
mediately formed and executed the design of seizing him* 
By a rapid march, this corps of cavalry, very early in the^ 
morning, reached the house where the general lodgedf 
who received no intimation of its approach until the house 
was surrounded, and^he found hims^ a prisoner to colonel 
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Harroiirt, who hnve him olTiii trhimph to the British army, 
when^ ho was fi)r f^oinrt lime treated, not as a prisoner of war, 
but as a deserter from the Hritt^li service. 

'r\i'i9 misfortune made a very serious impression throughoal 
the United States. The confidence, originally placed in gene- 
ral Lee, created by his experience and real talents, had beea 
greatly increased by the success which had attended him while 
commandinir in the southern department. Ia q/ddition to thifl, 
it was^enenilly believed, that his Opinions, during the mili- 
tary operaiinns in New York, had contributed to the adop- 
tion of those judicious movements, which had, in a great 
measure, def(?aled the plans of the enemy, in that quarter. 
It was also believed, but without any certain knowledge of the 
fact, that he had opposed the majority in the council of war, 
which determined to maintain forts Washington and Lee.— No 
officer, except tlie commander-in-chief, possessed, at that time, 
so large a portion of tlie confidence, either of the army, or 
the country ; and his loss was almost universally bewailed, 
as the greatest calamity that had befallen the American 
arras. It was regretted by no j>erson more than by Genera! 
Washington himself, who highly esteemed his merit as a 
soldier, and sincerely lamented his captivity, both on ao 
count of his personal feelings, and of the public interest 
Suspicions, indeed, very generally prevailed, that, despair- 
ing of the success of the Americans, he had chosen to aban* 
don their service ; and these apprehensions, though unfound- 
ed, produced the same mischievous effects on the minds of 
the people, as if they were realities. 

About the same time, congress thought it expedient to 
leave Philadelphia, and retire to Baltimore. 

Under all these trying circumstances, Washington was 
undismayed. He did not despair of the public safety. With 
unconquerable firmness, and the most perfect self-posses- 
sion, he was always the same, and constantly showed him- 
self to his army with a serene and undisturbed coutitenance. 
Nothing was omitted by him, that could embarrass the ene- 
my, or animate his army and country. He forcibly pointed 
out to congress the defective cotistitution of their army, with- 
out cavalry, without artillery and engineers ; and enlarged 
«pon the impolicy of short enlistments, and placing confi- 
dence in militia suddenly called out, and frequently changed.*- 
He urged these matters with great warmth ; but, to prev^m 
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CFffence, added, " A character to lose ; an estate to forfeit ; 
the inestimable blessings of liberty at stake ; and a life de- 
voted ; must be my excuse." He also hinted at the pro- 
priety of enlarging his powers, so as to enable him to act in 
eases of urgency, without application to congress ; but apolo- 
gized for tliis liberty, by declaring, " that he felt no lust of 
power, and wished, with the greatest fervency, for an opportu- 
nity of turning his sword into a ploughshare ;" but at the 
same time adding, that '' his feelings, as an officer and a man, 
had been such as to force him to say, that no person ever 
had a greater choice of difficulties to contend with than 
himself." 

In this very dangerous crisis, Washington made every ex- 
ertion to procure re-inforcements, to supply the place of 
those who were daily leaving him. He sent genends Mif- 
flin and Armstrong to rouse the citizens of Pennsylvania. 
Colonel Reed was despatched to governor Livingston, to re- 
present to him the necessity of calling out the New Jersey 
militia. These exertions were in a great measure unavail- 
ing, except in and near the city* of Philadelphia. Fifteen 
hundred of the citizens of that metropolis associated together, 
and marched to the aid of Washington. Though most of 
these were accustomed to a city life, they slept in tents, 
bams, and sometimes in the open air, during the cold months 
of December and January. 

On the capture of general Lee, the command of his army 
devolved on general Sullivan, who, in obedience to the or- 
ders formerly given, joined General Washington. About the 
same time, an addition was made to his force, by the arrival 
of a part of the northern army. ' The Americans now amount- 
ed to a'Mbut seven thousand men, though, during the retreat 
through New Jersey, they were seldom equal to half thiat 
number. The two armies were separated from- each other 
by the river Delaware. The British, in the security of con- 
quest, cantoned their troops in Burlington, Bordenton, Tren- 
ton, and other towns in .New Jersey, in daily expectation of 
being envied to cross into Pennsylvania, by means of ice, 
which is generally formed about that time. On receiving in- 
formation of their numbers' and different cantonments, Wash- 
ington observed, "Now is the time to clip their wings, when 
they are so spread." Yielding to his native spirit of enter- 
prise, which bad hitherto been repressed, he formed the bold 
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design of recroesing the Delaware, and attacking the BritiA 
posts on its eastern banks. 

In the evening of Christmas day, he made arruigementifa 
passing over in Uiree divisions, at M^Konkey's ferry, atTn» 
ton, and at or near Bordenton. The troops which wers tA 
have crossed at the last two places, exerted themselvei tA 
pass ovei, but failed, from the quantity of ice which obstnteV 
ed their passage. The main body, about two thousand foor 
hundred men, began to cross very eaily in tho evening, bat 
were so retarded by ice, that it was nearly four o'clock ii 
the morning before they were in a condition to form their 
line of march on the New Jersey side. They were formed 
into two divisions. One was ordered to proceed on the lower 
or river road ; the other, on the upper or Penning^n road.—- 
These; liaving nearly the same distance to march, were o^ 
dered, immediately on forcing the outguards, to push directly 
into Trenton, that they might charge the enemy before they 
had time to form. Though they marched by different roads, 
yet they arrived within three minutes of each other. The 
outguards of the Hessian troops at Trenton, soon fell back; 
but kept up a constant retreating fire. Their main body 
being hard pressed by the Americans, who had already got 
possession of half their artillery, attempted to file off by a 
road leading towards Princeton, but were checked by a body 
of troops thrown in their way. — Finding they were sur- 
rounded, they laid down their arms. The number which 
submitted was twenty-three officers, and eight hundred and 
eighty-six privates. Between thirty and forty of the Hes- 
sians were killed and wounded. Colonel Rahl was amongst 
the former, and seven of his officers amongst th^ latter. 
Captain Washington, of the Virginia troops, and five or six 
of the Americans, were wounded. Two were killed, and 
two or three were frozen to death. 

The detachment in Trenton consisted of the regiments of 
Rahl, Rosberg, and Kniphausen, amounting in the whole to 
about fifteen hundred men, and a troop of British light horse. 
All these were killed or captured, except about six hundred, 
who escaped by the road leading to Bordenton. 

The British had a strong battalion of light infantry a| 
Princeton, and a force yet remaining near the Delaware, sut 
perior to the American army. Washington, therefore, in thi^ 
evening of the same day, thought it most prudent to CTQa% 
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Zkto Pennsylvania with his prisoners. These being secured, 
^e recrossed the Delaware, and took possession of Trenton. 
C*he detachment^ which had been distributed over New 
I'ersey, previous to the capture of the Hessians, immediately 
alter that event assembled at Princeton, and were joined by 
kjie army from Brunswick under lord Oomwallis. From 
this position, they came forward to Trenton in great force 
hoping, by a vigorous onset, to repair the injury which theit 
cause had sustained by th^ late defeat. 

Truly delicate, was the siluation of the feeble American 
army. To retreat, was to hazard the city of Philadelphia, 
ancl to destroy every ray of hope which began to dawn from 
their late success. To risk an action with a superior force 
in front, and a river in their rear, was dangerous in the ex- 
treme. To get round the advanced party of the British, and 
by pushing forwards to attack in their rear, was deemed pre- 
ferable to either. The British, oft their advance from Prince- 
ton, attacked a body of Amerieans which were posted with 
four field-pieces a little to the^iorthward of Trenton, and 
compelled them to retreat. — The pursuing British, being 
checjked at the bridge over Assanpinck creek by some field- 
pieces, fell back so far as to be out of their reach. . The 
Americans were drawn up on the opposite side of the creek, 
and in that posiuon remained until night, cannonading the 
enemy, and receiving their fire. In this critical hour, two 
armies, on which the success or failure of the American revo- 
lution materially depended, were crowded into the small vil- 
lage of Trenton ; and separated only by a creek in many 
places fordable. 

The British, believing they had all the advantages that 
they could desire, and that they could use them when they 
pleased, discontinued all further operations, and kept them- 
selves in readiness to make the attack next morning. But 
the next morning presented a scene, as brilliant on the one 
side, as it was unexpected on the other. Soon after it be- 
came dark, Washington ordered all his baggage to be si- 
lently removed, and, having left guards for the purpose of 
deception, marched, with his whole force, by a circuitous 
route, to Princeton. — This maneuvre was determined upon 
in a council of war, from a conviction that it would avoid the 
appearance of a retreat, and at the same time the hazard of 
au action in a bad position ; and that it was th^; most likely 

»2 
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way to preserve the city of Philadelphia from falling into the 
hands of the British. Washington also presumed, that, from 
an eagerness to efface the impressions made by the late cap- 
ture of the Hessians at Trenton, the British commanden had 
pushed forward their principal force, and that the remainder 
in the rear at Princeton, was not more than equal to hif 
own. — ^The event verified this conjecture. The more effectu- 
ally to disguise the departure of the Americana from Tren- 
ton, fires were lighted in front of their camp. These not 
only gave an appearance of going to rest, but, as flame can- 
not be seen through, concealed from the British what was 
transacting behind them. In this relative position, they were 
a pillar of fire to the one army, and a pillar of cloud to 
the other. — Providence favoured this movement of the Ameri- 
cans. The weather had been for some time so warm and 
moist, that the ground was soft and the roads so deep, as to 
be scarcely passable ; but th^ wind suddenly changed to the 
northwest, and the ground in, a short time was frozen so 
hard, that, when the Americans took up their line of march, 
they were no more retarded Ihan if they had been upon a 
solid pavement. 

Washington reached Princeton early in the morning, end 
would have completely surprised the British, had not a party, 
which was on their way to Trenton, descried his troops 
when they were about two miles distant, and sent back 
couriers to alarm their unsuspecting fellow-soldiers in their 
rear. These consisted of the 17th, the 40th, and 65th regi- 
ments of British infantry, and some of the royal artillery 
with two field-pieces, and three troops of light dragoons. 
* The centre of the Americans, consisting of the Philadelphia 
militia, while on their line of march, was briskly charged by 
a party of the British, and gave way in disorder. — The mo- 
ment was critical. Washington pushed forward, and placed 
himself between his own men and the British, with his 
horse's head fronting the latter. The Americans, encouraged 
by his example and exhortations, made a stand, and returned 
the British fire. The general, though between both parties, 
was providentially uninjured by either. A party of the 
British fled into the college, and were there attacked with 
field-pieces, which were fired into it. — The seat of the muses 
became for some time the scene of action. I'he party which 
^zd taken refuge in the college, after receiving a few 



GEORGE WASHINGTON. 55 

eharges from the American field-pieces, came out and siqv 
rendered themselves prisoners of war. In the course of tlm 
eng^ement, sixty, of the British were killed, and a great 
number wounded, and about three hundred of them taken 
jnrisoners. The rest made their escape, some by pushing 
on to Trenton ; others by returning to Brunswick. 

While they were fighting in Princeton, the British in 
Trenton were under arms, and on the point of making an 
assault on the evacuated camp of the Americans. With so 
much address had the movement to Princeton been coin 
ducted, that though, from the critical situation of the two 
armies, every ear may be supposed to have been- open, and 
every watchfulness to have been employed, yet Washington 
moved completely ofi* the ground, with his whole force, 
stores, baggage, and artillery, without the knowledge of, and 
unsuspected by, his adversaries. The British in Trenton 
were so entirely deceived, that, when they heard the report of 
the artillery at Princeton, though it was in the depth of 
winter, they supposed it to be thunder. 

Astonished at these bold movements of an enemy thought 
to be vanquished, the British instantly fell back with their 
whole force, and abandoned every post held by them to the 
southward of New York, except Brunswick and Amboy. 



CHAPTER IV. 

CAMPAIGN OF 1777. 



Operations of General Washington, in New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania, in the campaign of 1777. The battles 
of Brandytmne and Germantown, Washington is ad* 
vised by the Rev. Jacob Duche, to give up the contest. 
The distresses of the American army. Its winter quar" 
iers at Valley Forge. General Washington is assailed 
by the clamours of discontented individuals and public 
bodies, and by the designs of a fa^^tion to supersede him 
in his office as commander^rirchief. 

The victories at Trenton and Princeton produced the most 
extensive effects, and had a decided influence on subsequent 
events. Philadelphia was saved for that winter. New 
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Jersey was recovered. The drooping spirits of the Ameri- 
cans were revived. The gloomy apprehensions which had 
lately prevailed, of their being engaged in a hopeless cause, 
yielded to a confidence in their general and their army, and 
in the ultimate success of their struggles for liberty and in- 
dependence. So strong an impulse was given to the recnli^ 
ing service in every part of the United States, as gave good 
ground to hope, that the commander-in-chief would be 
enabled to take the field in the spring, with a permanent 
regular army, on the new terms of enlistment. 

After the campaign had been thus carried into the month 
of January, Washington retired to Morristown, that he might 
afford shelter to his suffering army. His situation there was 
far from being eligible. His force, for some considerable 
time, was trifling, when compared with that of the British ; 
but the enemy and his own countrymen believed the contrary. 
Their deception was cherished and artfully continued by the 
parade of a large army. Washington placed his officers in 
positions of difficult access, and they kept up a constant 
communication with each other. This secured them from 
insult and surprise. While they covered the country, they 
harrassed the foraging parties of the British, and confined 
them to narrow limits. 

The remainder of the winter-season passed over in a lighl 
war of skirmishes ; generally in favour of the Americans. 
But Washington's views were much more extensive. He 
hoped that his country, encouraged by the late successes al 
Trenton and Princeton, would have placed at his disposal a 
large and efficient army, equal to that of the enemy. To 
obtain it, he urged with great earnestness the advantage of 
being enabled to undertake decisive operations before rein- 
forcements to the British should arrive. — Congress, at his 
desire, passed the requisite resolutions, but these could 
not be carried into effect, without the aid of the state legisla^ 
tures. The delays incident to this slow mode of doing 
business, added to the recollection bf the suffering of the 
troops in the last campaign, retarded the recruiting service ; 
and Washington, with infinite reluctance, was obliged to 
give up his favourite project of an early active campaign. 

In the advance of the spring, when recruits were obtained, a 
difficulty arose in assembling them from the different states in 
which they had been enlisted. As the British had possession 



GEORGE WASHINGTON. W 

of.ihe ocean, they could at pleasure transfer the war to any 
-maritime portion of the union. Each state, anxious for iti 
particular safety, claimed protection from the common army 
of the whole. Had they been indulged, the feeble remnant 
under the immediate direction of £e commander-in-chief, 
would have been unequal to any great enterprise. — To these 
partial calls, he opposed all his authority and influence ; and 
his pointed representations made an impression in favour of 
primary objects. These were to prevent the British from, 
getting possession of Philadelphia, or the highlands on the 
Hudson. Both were of so nearly equkl importance to their 
interest, that it was impossible to ascertain which would 
be preferred by sir William Howe. In this uncertainty, 
Washington made such an arrangement of his troops, as 
.would enable him to oppose either. — The northern troops 
were divided between Ticonderoga and Peekskill; whUe 
those from New Jersey and the south were encamped at 
Middlebrook, near the Rariton. The American force, collected 
at this strong and defensible encampment, was nominally 
between nine and ten thousand men ; but the effective rank 
and £le was about six thousand. A majority of these were 
raw recruits ; and a considerable number of such as had 
been enlisted in the middle states, were foreigners or ser» 
vants. — To encourage the desertion of troops so slightly 
attached to,the Aufierican cause, general Howe offered a re- 
ward to every soldier, who would come over to his army, 
and an additional compensation to such as would bring with 
them their arms. To counteract these propositions, Wash- 
ington recommended to congress to give full pardon to all 
Americans who would relinquish the British service. 

The campaign opened early in June on the part of the 
British, who advanced towards Philadelphia as far as Someiw 
set county in New Jersey ; but they soon fell back to New 
Brunswick. After this retreat, sir William Howe endea- 
voured to provoke Washington to an engagement, and left 
no maneuvre untried, that was calculated to induce him to 
quit his position. At one time, he appeared as if he intended 
to push on, without regarding the army opposed to him. 
At another, he accurately examined the situation of the 
American encampment, hoping that some unguarded part 
might be found, on which might be made an attack that 
would open the way to a general engagement. — ^All these 
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hopp5t wore fnintratrd. WnRhinj^ton knew the foQ nJneoll 
his hitu:itioit. He li:i(l too iiiucli penetration, to lose itfinMl 
tlip circuinv-fMition of nulitary maneuvres, and too nndj 
temper to bo provokod to a drreliction of it. He wai irdi 
opprizoil th:it it was not the interest of his country to coi 
mil its fortune to a single action. • 

Sir William Howe siulilenly relinquished his position it' 
Tont of thr Americans, and retired with his whole force t) 
\m))()y. The apparently retreating British were punneil 
vy a cnnsid('ra!)le detachment of the American army; anil 
VVasliin^ton advanced from Middlebrook to Quibble town, to 
>e near at hand for the support of his advanced partiei. 
The British general immediately marched his army back 
from Aniboy, with great expedition, hoping to bring on» 
general action on equal grounds ; but he was disappointed 
Washintrton fell back, and posted his army in so advantageous 
A situation, as compensated for the inferiority of his nam* 
bers. — Sir William Howe was liow fully convinced of the 
impossibility of compelling a general engagement on equal 
terms ; and also satisfied that it would be too Ifazardous to 
Attempt passing the Delaware, while the country was in 
arms, and the main American army in full force in his rear, 
lie therefore returned to Amboy, and thence passed over to 
Staten Island, resolving to prosecute the objects of the cam- 
paign by an embarkation of his whole force at New York. 
During the period of tliese movements, the real designs of 
general Ilowe were involved in obscurity. Though the 
<ieason for military operations was advanced as far as the 
month of July, yet his determinate object could not be ascer- 
tained. Nothing on his part had liitherto occurred, but 
alternately advancing and retreating. — Washington's embar- 
rassment on this account was increased, by intelligence which 
arrived that Burgoyne was advancing in great force towards 
New York from Canada. Apprehending that sir "William 
llowe would ultimately move up the North River, and that 
his movements, which looked southwardly, were feints, the 
American chief detached a brigade to reinforce the northern 
division of his army. Successive advices of the advance of 
Burgoyne, favoured the idea, that a junction of the two royal 
armies near Albany was intended. Some movements were 
therefore made by Washington towards Peekskill, and on 
ihe other side tpwards Trex^ton, wjiile the main army wa« 
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iCamped near the Clove, in readiness to march either to 

notth or south, as the movements of sir William IIowo 
require; 

After the British had left Sandy Hook, they looked into 
die Delaware, and suddenly again put out to sea, and were 
not hearcf of for nearly three Weeks, except that once or 
twice they had been seen near the coast, stocrinff south* 
wardlyi At one time Charleston, in Soutli (^Jarolina, wag 
supposed to be their object ; at another, Philadclpliia, by the 
way of the Chesapeake ; at another, the higlilands of New 
York, to co-opefate with Burgqyne. 

The perplexing uncertainty concerning the destination of 
the enemy, which embarrassed the movements of Washing- 
ton, was not removed before the middle of August, wlieu 
certain accounts were received, that the Britisli IkuI takeii 
possession of the Chesapeake, and landed as nr:ir *«> Phila* 
delphia as was practicable. While the object of the cam* 
paign was doubtful, every disposition was ttv,u\o. to (ItifunC 
all the supposed probable points of attack, excfipt ('lijirloHtcm. 
This being at the distance of seven or eight hundred niile«i 
could not be assisted by an army marching over land, in time 
to oppose the enemy conveyed thither by wat(T.-— Wliila 
^is'idea prevailed, arrangements were made to (jniphiy tli^ 
American army, either against the enemy advancing from 
Albany, or against the British posts in New York, with the 
hope of making reparation for the expected Iohh of (yliarloe- 
ton. As soon as the arrival of the British in the (/hrsapoako 
was known, Washington ordered the dilTerent diviKioris of 
his army to unite in the neighbourhood of JMiilachdphia, to- 
wards the head of Elk; and the jnilitia of J'ennHylvanin, 
Maryland, and the northern counties of Virginia, to take tlie 
field. He had previously written very presMing hitters tD 
th6 governors of the eastern states, and U) tlie grnorals in the 
western parts of these states, to strengthen tlie northern 
army opposed to Burgoyne ; and even weakened himself bT 
detaching some of his best troops particularly Morgan^ 
riflen^en, on that important service. In the Hj>irit of tnv 
patriotism, he diminished his own chances of acr{ wiring fame, 
that the common cause might be most effectually promoteJi 
by the best disposition of the forces under his c^jmrnajuU 
for simultaneous opposition both to Howe and Burgoyne. 

Washington passed his armyi with every appearance 4t 



60 THE UFE OF 

confidence, through the city of Philadelphia, with a view of 
making some impression on the disaffected of that city, and 
afterw<irds proceeded towards the head of Elk. About the 
same time, he directed general Small wood, with the militia 
of Maryland and Delaware, and some continental troops, to 
hang on the rear of the enemy. As a substitute for IVIorgan's 
riflemen, general Maxwell was furnished with a corps of 
light infantry, amounting to one thousand men, and directed 
to annoy the British on their march through the country.— 
These troops were afterwards reinforced by general Wajme's 
division. Though the militia did not turn out with that 
alacrity which might have been expected, from the energetic 
calls of Washington, yet a respectable force was assembled, 
which imposed on sir William Howe a necessity of pro- 
ceeding with caution. The royal army set out from the 
eastern heads of the Chesapeake on the third of September, 
with a spirit which proniised to compensate for the various 
delays which had hitherto wasted the campaign. — ^They ad- 
vanced with great circumspection and boldness, until they 
were within two miles of the American army, which was 
then posted in the vicinity of New Port. Washington soon 
changed his ground, and took post on the high ground near 
Chadd's Ford, on the Brandywine Greek, with an intention 
of disputing the passage. It was the wish, but by no meant 
the interest, of the Americans, to try their strength in an 
engagement. Their regular troops were not only inferior in 
discipline, but" in numbers, to the royal army. — The opinion 
of the inhabitants, though founded on no circumstances more 
substantial than their wishes, imposed a species of necessity, 
on the American general,, to keep his army in front of the 
enemy, and to risk an action for the security of Philadelphia* 
Instead of this, had he taken the ridge of high mountains on 
his right, the British must have respected his numbers, and 
probably would have followed him up the country. In this 
manner, the campaign might have been wasted away, in a 
manner fatal to the invaders ; but the majority of the Ame* 
rican people were so impatient of delays, and had so over- 
weening a conceit of the numbers and prowess of their majf 
that they could not comprehend the wisdom and policy of 
maneuvres to shun a general engagement. . 

On this occasion, necessity dictated that a sacrifice should 
be made on the altar of public opinion. A^ general * ae^pll^ 
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Was therefore hazarded. This took place at Chadd*s Ford, 
on the Brandywme, a small stream which empties itself into 
Christiana Creek, near its conflux with the river Delaware. 
The royal army advanced at day-break, on the 11th of 
'September, in two columns, commanded by lieutenant-general 
Kniphausen and lord Comwallis. They first took the direct 
road to Chadd's Ford, and made a show of passing it, in 
front of the maiii body of the Americans. At the same time, 
the other column moved up on the west side of the Brandy- 
wine, to its fork, and crossed both its branches, and theti 
marched down on the east side, with a view of turning the 
right wing of their adversaries. 

This they effected ; compelling them to retreat with great 
loss. General Kniphausen amused the Americans with the 
appearance of crossing the ford, but did hot attempt it, until 
lord Comwallis, having crossed above, and moved down 
on the opposite side, had commenced his attack. Knip- 
hausen then crossed the ford, and attacked the troops posted 
for its defence. These, after a severe conflict, were com- 
pelled to give way. The retreat of the Americans soon be- 
came general, and was continued to Chesterr. Their loss 
was about nine hundred, and considerably exceeded that of 
the British. 

The final issue of battles often depends on small circum- 
stances, which human prudence cannot control. One of 
these occurred here, and prevented General Washington 
from executing a bold design, to effect which his troops 
were actually in motion. This was, to cross the Brandy- 
wine, and attack Kniphausen, while general Sullivan and 
lord Stirling should keep earl Comwallis in check. In the 
most critical moment, Washington received intelligence 
which he was obliged to credit, that the column of lord 
Comwallis had been only making a feint, and was returning 
to join Kniphausen. This prevented the execution of a 
plan, which, if carried into effect, would probably have given 
a different turn to the events of the day. 

Washington made every exertion to repair the losfi which 
had been sustained. The batde of Brandywine was repre- 
sented as not being decisive. Congress and the people 
wished to hazard a second engagement for the security of 
Philadelphia. Howe sought for it, and Washington did not • 
decline it. He therefore advanced as far as the Warren ta* 

F 



02 TIIE UFE OT 

vera, on the La^icaster road, with an intention of meeting 
his adversary. Near that place, botli armies were on the 
piiint of engaging witli their whole force ; but they were 
prevented by a most violent storm of rain, which continued 
for a whole day and night. When the rain ceased, the Ameri- 
cans found that their ammunition was entirely ruined. They 
therefore withdrew to a place of safety. — Before a proper 
supply was procured, the British marched from their posi- 
tion near the White Horse tavern, down towards the Swedes 
Ford. The Americans again took post in their front, but the 
British, instead of urging an action, began to march up to- 
wards Reading. To save the stores which had been de- 
posited in that place, Washington took a new position, and 
left the British in undisturbed possession of the roads which 
lead to Philadelphia. His troops were worn down with a suc- 
cession of severe duties. There were in his army above a 
thousand men who were barefooted, and who had performed 
all their late movements in that condition. 

Though Washington had failed in his object of saving 
Philadelphia, yet he retained the confidence of congress and 
the states. With an army inferior in numbers, discipline, 
and equipments, he delayed the British army thirty days 
advancing sixty miles through an open country, without for 
tifications, and the waters of which were every where forda- 
ble. Though defeated in one general action, he kept together 
his undisciplined and unprovided army, and in less than a week 
offered battle to his successful adversary. — When this was 
prevented by a storm of rain, which ruined his ammunition, 
while many of his soldiers were without bayonets, he extri- 
cated them from the most imminent danger, and maintained 
a respectable standing. Instead of immediately retiring into 
winter-quarters, he approached the enemy, and encamped on 
the Skippack road. The British army took their stand in 
Philadelphia and Germantown, shortly after the battle of 
Brandywine. From these positions, especially the latter, 
considerable detachments were sent to Chester and the vi- 
cinity, to favour an attempt to open the navigation of the 
river Delaware, which had been obstructed with great inge- 
nuity and industry by the Americans. 

About the same time, the American army received a rein- 
forcement of two thousand five hundred men, which increased 
3ts effective force to eleven thousand. 
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Oencral Washington conceived that the present moment 
Mirnished a fair opportunity for enterprise. He therefore 
resolved to attack the British in Germantown. Their line 
of encampment crossed that village at right angles, the left 
wing extending on the west of the Schuylkill. That wing 
was covered in front and flanks by the German chasseurs. A 
battalion of light infantry, and the queen's American rangers, 
were in front of the right. The 40th regiment, with another 
battalion of infantry, was posted at the head of the village. — 
The Americans moved from their encampment on the Skip- 
pack road in the evening of the 3d of October, with the in- 
tention of surprising their adversaries early next morning, 
and of attacking both wings, in front and rear, at the same' 
time, so as to prevent the several parts from supporting each 
other. The divisions of Greene and Stevens, flanked by 
M'Dougal's brigade, were to enter by the Limekiln road. 
The militia of Maryland and New Jersey, under generals 
Smallwood and Furman, were to march by the Old York 
road, and to f^l upon the rear of their right. Lord Stirling, 
with Nashe's and Maxwell's brigade were to form a corps de 
leserve. 

The Americans began their attack about sunrise, on the 
40th regiment, and a battalion of light infantry. These be- 
ing obliged to retreat, were pursued into the village. On 
their retreat, lieutenant-colonel Musgrove, with six compa* 
flies, took post in Mr. Chew's strong stone house, which lay 
in front of the Americans* From an adherence to the militar 
ry maxim, of never leaving a fort possessed by an enemy in 
the rear, it was resolved to attack the party in the house. 

In the mean time, general Greene arrived with his column, 
and attacked the right wing. Colonel Matthews routed a 
party of the British opposed to him, killed several, and took 
one hundred and ten prisorfers ; but, from the darkness of the 
day, he lost sight of die brigade to which he belonged, and, 
having separated from it, was taken prisoner, with his whole 
regiment ; and the prisoners which he had previously taken 
were released. A number of the troops in Greene's division 
were stopped by the halt of the party before Mr. Chew's 
house. Nearly one half of the American army remained for 
some time at that place, inactive. Meanwhile, general Grey 
led on three battalions of the third brigade, and attacked with 
vigour. A sharp contest followed. Two*British regiment9 
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attacked at the same time, on the opposite side of the town 
General Grant moved up the 59tfi regiment to the aid of Ihoie 
who were engaged with Greene's column. 

The morning was foggy. This, hy concealing the tm 
situation of the parties, occasioned mistakes, and made lo 
much caution necessary, as to give the British time to rtco- 
ver from the effects of their first surprise. From these canief, 
the early promising appearances on the- part of the a8«aila]||l^ 
were speedily reversed. The Americans left the £eld hai* 
tily, and all efforts to rally them were ineffectual. Wash* 
ington was compelled to relinquish the victory which he had 
thought within his grasp, and to turn his whole attention 
to the security of his army. A retreat, about twenty miles, 
to Perkioming, was made, with the loss of only one {Heee 
of artillery. In the engagement, the loss of the Americans, 
including the wounded and four hundred prisoners, was about 
eleven hundred. A considerable part of this was occasioned 
by the 40th regiment, which, from the doors and windowi 
of Mr. Chew's large stone house, kept up a constant fire on 
their uncovered adversaries. 

The plan of the battle of Germantown was judicious, and 
its commencement well conducted ; but, to ensure its success- 
ful execution, a steady co-operation of the several divisions 
of the assailants was necessary. The numerous enclosures 
to be passed, and the thickness of the fog, rendered this im- 
possible ; especially by troops who were imperfectly disci- 
plined, and without the advantage of experience. 

Congress voted their unanimous thanks to General Wash- 
ington *' for his wise and well concerted attack," and to the 
officers and soldiers of the army, '* for their brave exertions 
on that occasion," and added, '< they were well satisfied, that 
the best designs, and boldest efforts, may sometimes fail by 
unforeseen incidents." 

In the latter part of the campaign of 1777, in proportion 
as the loss of Philadelphia had become more probable. Wash* 
ington had used every precaution eventually to diminish iti 
value to the enemy. Orders were given for moving the mi- 
litary stores, and the vessels at the wharves of that city, 
higher up the Delaware. From the time that the British 
got possession, every aid, consistent with greater objects, 
was given to the forts constructed on the Delaware, for op« 
^'^sing the British in their attempts to opeqi the navigation 



GEORGE WASHINGTON. 65 

^rf that river. Troops were stationed on both sides of the 
X^elaware, to prevent the inhabitants from going with their 
-JpTOvisions to the market of Philadelphia, and to destroy 
ismall foraging parties sent out to obtain supplies for the roy- 
•aJ. army. — These arrangements being made, Washington ad- 
vanced towards Philadelphia. His objects were to enfeeble 
the royal army in their operations against the forts on the 
Delaware; to attack them, if circumstances favoured, and 
prevent their receiving supplies from the country. The 
British shortly after evacuated Germantown; concentrated 
their force at Philadelphia, and directed their principal at- 
tention to open the navigation of the Delaware. Thig em- 
ployed them for more than six -weeks ; and, after a great 
display of gallantry on both sides, was finally accomplished. 
In this discouraging state of public affairs, a long letter 
was addressed, by the reverend Jacob Duche, late chaplain 
of congress, and a clergyman of the first rank, for character, 
piety, and eloquence, to General Washington ; the purport 
of which was, to persuade him that further resistance to 
Great Britain was hopelesIN, and would only increase the 
calamities of their common country; and, under this im^ 
pression, to urge him to make the best terms he could 
with the British commander, and to give up the contest. — 
Such a letter, at such a time, in unison with the known 
sentiments of many desponding citizens, from a person whosp 
character and connexions placed him above all suspicion of 
treachery, and whose attachment to his native country, 
America, was unquestionable, could not have failed to make 
an impression on minds of a feeble texture; but from Wash- 
ington, who never despaired of his country, the laboured 
epistle of the honest, but Umid divine, received no further 
notice than a verbal message to the writer, ** That, if tjie con- 
tents of liis letter had been known, it should have b.een re- 
turned unopened." 

While sir William Howe was succeeding in every enter- 
prise in Pennsylvania, intelligence arrived that general Bur- 
goyne and his whole army had surrendered prisoners of war 
to the Americans. Washington soon afterwards received a 
considerable reinforcement from the northern army, which 
had accomplished this great event. With this increased force, 
he took a position at Whitemarsh. The royal army, having 
Bttcceeded in removing the obstructions in the river Delaware^ 

t9 
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were ready for new enterprises. Sir William Howe marelifid 
out of Philadelphia, with almost his whole force, expecting 
to bring on a general engagement. — The next morning, lie 
appeared on Chesnut hill, in front of the right wing of the 
Americans, and about three miles distant. On the day fol- 
lowing, the British changed tlieir ground, and moved to tlie 
right. Two days afterwards, they moved still further to the 
right, and made every appearance of an intention to attack 
the American encampment. Some skirmishes occurred, and 
a general action M'as hourly expected ; but, on the momiuf 
of the next day, after various marches and countermarches, 
the British filed off from their right, by two or three difiCT- 
ent routes, in full march for -Philadelphia. 

While the two armies were maneuvring, in constant expc!i> 
tation of an immediate engagement, Washington rode through 
every brigade of his array, and, with a firm, steady counte- 
nance, gave orders, in person, how to receive the enemy, and 
particularly urged on his troops to place their chief depend- 
ence on the bayonet. His position, in a military point of 
view, was admirable. He was sor sensible of its advantages, 
that the maneuvres of sir William Howe for some days could 
not allure him from it. In consequence of the reinforcement 
lately received, he had not, in any preceding period of the 
campaign, been in an equal condition for a general engage- 
ment. — Though he ardently wished to be attacked, yet he 
would not relinquish a position, from which he hoped for a 
reparation for the adversities of the campaign. He could not 
believe that general Howe, willi a victorious army, lately re- 
inforced with four tliousand men from New York, should 
come out of Philadelphia only to return. He, therefore, pre- 
sumed, that, to avoid the disgrace of such a movement, the 
British commander would, from a sense of military honour, 
be compelled to attack him, though under great disadvan- 
tages. When he found him cautious of engaging, and in- 
clining to his left, a daring design was formed, which would, 
have been executed, had the British either continued in their 
position, or moved a little farther to the left of the American 
army. This was to have attempted in the night to surprise 
Philadelphia. 

Three days after the retreat of the British, Washington 
communicated, in general orders, his intention of retiring 
into winter-quarters. He expressed to his army high appro- 
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ballon of their past conduct ; gave an encouraging statement 
of t^ije prospects of their country ; exhorted them to bear the 
hardships inseparable from their situation, and endeavoured 
to convince their judgments that these were necessary for 
the public good, and unavoidable from the distressed situation 
of the newly formed states. 

The same care to cut off all communication between the 
enemy and the country, was continued, and the same means 
employed to secure that object. General Small wood was 
detached to Wilmington, to guard the Delaware. Colonel 
Morgan, who had lately returned from the victorious northern 
army, was placed on the lines on the west side of the Schuyl- 
kill, and general Armstrong near the old camp at the White- 
marsh, with a respectable force under tlie command of each, 
to prevent the country people from carrying provisions to the 
market in Philadelphia. 

Valley Forge, about twenty-five miles distant from Phila- 
delphia, was fixed upon for the winter-quarters of the Ame- 
ricans. This position was preferred to distant and more 
comfortable villages, as being calculated to give the most ex- 
tensive security to the country. The American army miglit 
have been tracked by the blood of their feet, in marching 
without shoes or stockings, over the hard frozen ground, be- 
tween Whitemarsh and the Valley Forge. Under these cir- 
cumstances, they had to sit down in a wood, in the 1 after eild 
of December, and to build huts for their accommodation. — 
To a want of clothing, was added a want of provisions. — 
For some days, there was little less than a famine in the 
camp. Washington was compelled to make seizures for the 
support of his army. Congress had authorized him- so t<» 
do, but he wished the civil authority to manage the delicate 
business of impressment, and regretted the measure as sub- 
versive of discipline, and calculated to raise in the soldiers a 
disposition to licentiousness and plunder. — To suller his ar- 
my to starve or disband, or to feed them by force, were the 
only altcraatives offered to his choice. Though he exercised 
these extraordinary powers with equal reluctance and dis- 
cretion, his lenity was virtually censured by congress, ** as 
proceed' n<r from a delicacy in exerting military authority on 
the citizens, which, in their opinion, might prove prejudicial 
to the general liberties of America ;'* at the same time, his 
rigour was condemned by those from whom provisions we]Po 
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forcibly taken. — The sound judgment and upright princiglei 
of the commander-in-chief, gave a decided preference tfi the 
piode of supplying his army by fair contract, but its necessi- 
ties, proceeding from bad management in the commissary 
department ; the depreciation of the congress bills of credit; 
tlic selfishness of the farmers, in preferring British metallic 
to American paper money, togetlier with the eagerness of 
congress to starve the British army in Philadelphia, com- 
pelled him to extort supplies for his army at thej>oint of the 
bayonet. In obedience to congress, he issued a proclamation, 
** calling on the farmers within seventy miles of head quar- 
ters, to thrash out one half of their grain by the first of Fe- 
bruary, and the residue by the first of March, under the pen- 
alty of having the whole seized as straw." 

Great, were the difilculties with which Washington had to 
contend, in feeding and clothing his army ; but they were not 
the only vexations which at this time pressed upon him. The 
states of Pennsylvania and New Jersey were importunate 
with him to cover them from the incursions of the enemy. 
In both, there were many discontented individuals, who, re- 
gretting their past losses and present danger from the vicinity 
of a conquering army, were so far misled by their feelings, 
as to suppose it to be the fault of General Washington that 
the inferior destitute army under his immediate command 
had not been as successful as the superior well supported 
northern army under general Gates. — The legislature of Penn- 
sylvania, probably sore from the loss of their capital, on hear- 
ing that Washington was about to retire into winter-quarters, 
presented a remonstrance to congress on that subject, in 
which their dissatisfaction with the general was far from 
being concealed. A copy of this being sent to him, he ad- 
dressed congress in terms very different from his usual style. 
—He stated, " that though every thing in his power had been 
done for supporting his army, yet their inactivity, arising 
from their manifold wants, was charged to his account ; that 
the army seldom had provisions for two days in advance ; 
that few of his men had more than one shirt, many only a 
moiety of one, and some none at all ; that soap, vinegar, and 
such articles, though allowed by congress, had not been seen 
in camp for several weeks ; that, by a field return, two thou- 
sand eight hundred and ninety-eight of his army were unfit 
for duty, because they were barefooted, and otherwise naked ; 
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that his whole effective foree in camp amounted to no more 
than eight thousand two hundred men, fit for duty ; that, not- 
withstanding these complicated wants, the remonstrance of 
the Pennsylvania legislature reprobated the measure of his 

going into winter-quarters, as if its authors thought the sel- 
lers were made of stocks or stones, and as if they conceived 
it easily practicable for an inferior army, circumstanced as 
his was, to confine a superior one, well appointed, and every 
way provided for a winter's campaign, within the city of 
Philadelphia, and to cover all the circumjacent country from 
their depredation." — He assured the complainers, *'that it 
was much easier to draw up remonstrances in a comfortable 
room by a good fire-side, than to occupy a cold bleak hill, 
and sleep under frost and snow, without clothes or blankets." 
To the other vexations which crowded upon General Wash- 
ington, at the close of the campaign of 1777, was added one 
of a peculiar nature. Though he was conscious he had ne- 
ver solicited, and that it was neither from motives of interest 
nor of ambition, he had accepted the command of the army, 
and that he had with clean hands and a pure heart, to the 
utmost of his power, steadily pursued what his best judg- 
ment informed him was for the interest of his country ; yet 
he received certain information that a cabal, consisting of 
some members of congress, and a few general officers of the 
army, was plotting, to supersede him in his command.-— 
The scheme was, to obtain the sanction of some of the state 
legislatures to instruct their delegates to move in congress 
for an inquiry into the causes of the failures of the campaigns 
of 1776 and 1777, with the hope that some intemperate re- 
solution passed by them would either lead to the removal of 
the general, or wound his military feelings, so as to induce 
his resignation. Anonymous papers, containing high charges 
against him, and urging the necessity of putting some more 
energetic officer at Qie head of the army, were sent to Henry 
Laurens, president of congress, Patrick Henry, governor of 
Virginia, and others. — ^These were forwarded to General 
Washington. In his reply to Mr. Laurens, he wrote as fol- 
lows: **I cannot sufficiently express the obligation I feel 
towards you, for your friendship and politeness, upon an 
occasion in which I am so deeply interested. I was not un- 
apprized that a malignant faction had been for some time 
forming to my prejudicey which, conscious as I am of having 
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ever done all in my power to answer the important purpOM 
of the trust repoeed in me, could not but give me some pain 
on a personal account; but my chief concern arises from aa 
apprehension of the dangerous consequences, which intestine 
dissentions may prove to the common cause. 

" As I have no other view than to promote the public good, 
and am unambitious of honours not founded in the approba- 
tion of my country, I would not desire, in the least degree, 
to suppress a free spirit of inquiry uito any part of my con- 
duct, that even faction itself may deem reprehensible. The 
anonymous paper handed you, exhibits many serious charges, 
and it is my wish that it may be submitted to congress. This, 
I am the more inclined to, as the suppression or concealment 
may possibly involve you in embarrassments hereafter, since 
it is uncertain how many, or who may be privy to the con- 
tents. 

** My enemies take an ungenerous advantage of me. They 
know Uie delicacy of -my situation, and that motives of policy 
deprive me of the defence I might otherwise make against 
their insidious attacks. They know I cannot combat insi- 
nuations, however injurious, without disclosing secrets it is 
of the utmost moment to conceal. But why should I expec* 
to be exempt from censure, the unfailing lot of an elevated 
station ? Merit and talents, which I cannot pretend to rival, 
have ever been subject to it ; my heart tells me it has been 
my unremitted aim to do the best which circumstances would 
permit, yet I may have been very often mistaken in my judg- 
ment of the means, and may in many instances deserve the 
imputation of error." 

About the same time, it was reported that Washington had 
determined to resign his coipmand. On this occasion, he 
wrote to a gentleman in New England as follows. ** I can 
assure you that no person ever heard me drop an expression 
that had a lendency to resignation. The same principles that 
led me to embark in the opposition to the arbitrary claims of 
Great Britain, operate with additional force at this day ; nor 
is it my desire to withdraw my services, while they are con- 
sidered of importance in the present contest ; but to report 
a desiffn of this kind, is amongst the arts, which those who 
are endeavouring to effect a change, are practising to bring it 
to pass. — ^I have said, and I still do say, that there is not an 
officer in the United States that would return to the sweets 
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of domestic life with ihore heart-felt joy than I should. But 
I would have this declaration accompanied by these senti- 
nKnts, that, while the public are satisfied with my endeavours, 
I mean not to shrink from the cause ; but the moment her 
voice, not that of faction, calls upon me to resign, I shall do 
it with as much pleasure as ever the weary traveller retired 
to rest." 

These machinations did not abate the ardour of Washing- 
ton in the common cause. His patriotism was too solid to 
be shaken either by envy or ingratitude. Nor was the small- 
est effect jproduced in diminishing his well-earned reputation 
Zeal, the most active, and services the most beneficial, ana 
at the same time disinterested, had riveted him in the affec- 
tions of his country and the army. Even the victorious troops 
under general Gates, though comparisons highly flattering Xo 
their vanity had been made between them and the army in 
Pennsylvania, clung to Washington as their political saviour. 
The resentment of the people was generally excited against 
those, who were supposed to be engaged in, or friendly to 
the scheme of apj^ipinting a new commander-in-chief over the 
American army. 



CHAPTER V. 

CAMPAIGN OP 1778. 



General Washington prepares for the campaign of 1778.-— 
Surprises the British, and defeats them at Monmouth. — 
Arrests general Lee. — Calms the irritation, excited by the 
departure of the French fleet from Rhode Island to BoS" 
ton.^— Dissuades from an invasion of Canada. 

Washington devoted the short respite from field duty, 
which followed the encampment of the army at Valley Forge, 
to prepare for an early and active campaign in the year 1778. 
He laboured to impress on congress the necessity of having 
in the field a regular army, at least equal to that of the ene- 
my. He transmitted to the individual states a return of the 
troops furnished severally by them for the continental army. 
WhUe this exhibited tf> each its deficiency, it gave the gene* 
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!:.;;.% ir. idol;! on Ui pres^ci eompen^anozif proTisioa sbouldbe 
n-.r«/:«:. -. V h^f p^y, 2ad a peosioorLiy establishment, for the 
f-;::ire •.pport 01 :he oSicere. «o as » render their ccMmnis- 
fciofiA vaLTiiole. He pointed out " Ae insu£ciency of their 
p^iv, esp^ci^ily in its present s^te of depreciation, for their 
tAfzC'iTiX, subsistence ; the s^crinces which they had alreadr 
mzfle, and the nnreasonablescfs cf expecting tiiat they would 
continue ^^aticrxdy to bear sach an orerprop^rtion of the com- 
mon calamities, erowLng^ out of the necessary war, in which 
£ll were equally interested ; the many resignations that had 
z\rf:v\y taken place, and the probability that more would fol- 
low, tf> ilie great injury of the ser\ice ; the impossibility of 
keeping up a strict discipline amongst officers, whose com 
missions, in a pecuniary view, were so far from being worth 
holding, that they were the means of impoverishing them." — 
'J'hesc, and other weighty considerations, were accompanied 
%vith a declaration by General Washington, " that he neither 
could nor would receive the smallest benefit froot the pro- 
posed establishment, and that he had no other indnoement in 
urging it, but a full conviction of its utility and propriety." 

In the same statement, the commander-in-chief explained 
to the committee of congress the defects in the quarter-mas- 
ter* h, and other departments connected with the support and 
vnitiUyri of the army ; and also urged the necessity of each 
Htate completing its quota, by draughts from the militia. The 
H\',\U'.mi'.ni concludes with these impressive words : " Upon 
tlie whole, gentlemen, I doubt not you are fully impressed 
with tiie defects of our present military system, and with the 
iiecreHHity of speedy and decisive measures to place it on a 
NHtinfuctory footing.— -^his disagreeable picture I hare given 
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you of the wants and sufTerings of the army, and the discon- 
tents reigning among the ofiicers, is a just representation of 
erils equally melancholy and important; and unless effectual 
remedies be applied without loss of time, the most alarming; 
and ruinous consequences are to be apprehended." — The 
committee were fully impressed with the correctness of the 
observations made by the commander*in-chief, and grounded 
their report upon them. A general concurrence of senti- 
ment ensued. Congress passed resolutions, but with sundry 
limitations, in favour of half-p^ to their officers for seven 
years after the war; and gave their sanction to the other 
measures suggested by Washington, and recommended by 
their committee. But, from the delays incidental to large 
bodies, either deliberating upon, or executing public business, 
much time necessarily elapsed before the army received the 
benefits of the proposed reforms, and in the mean time their 
distresses arose to so great a height, as threatened their im- 
mediate dissolution. — Kespect for their commander, attached 
both officers and soldiers so strongly to his person, as enabled 
him to keep them together, under privations almost too much 
for human nature to bear. Their effective force, throughout 
the winter, was little more than five thousand men, though 
their numbers on paper exceeded seventeen thousand. It 
was fortunate for them, that the British made no attempt to 
disturb them, while in this destitute condition. In that case, 
the Americans could not have kept their camp for want of 
provisions, nor could they have retreated from it, without 
the certain loss of some thousands, who were barefooted and 
almost naked. Neither could they have risked an action with 
any possible hope of success, or without hazarding the most 
•eriooff consequences* 

The historians of the American revolution will detail the 
particulars of a treaty, entered into about this time between 
France and the United States; and also that immediately 
afterwards the government of Great Britain offered terms to 
the Americans, equal to all that they had asked anterior to 
their declaration of independence. The first certain intelli- 
g;ence of these offers was received by General Washington, 
in a letter from major general Try on, the British governor 
of New York, enclosing the conciliatory proposals, and re- 
commending '*that they should be circulated by General 
Washin^ii among the oiUcers and privates of his army."- 
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Instead of complying wiih this extraordinary request, he for^* 
warded the whole to congress. The offers of Great Britain, 
which, if made in due time, would have prevented the dis- 
memherment of the empire, were promptly rejected. The 
day after their rejection, a resolution, formerly recommended 
by Washington, was adopted by congress, in which they 
urged upon the different states, ** to pardon, under certain 
limitations, such of their misguided citizens as had levied 
war against the United States." — Copies of this were print- 
ed in PJnglish and Germail| and General Washington was 
directed to take measures for* circulating them amongst the 
American levies in the British army. He immediately en- 
closed them in a letter, to Tryon, in which he acknowledged 
the receipt of his late letter, covering the British conciliatory 
bills, and requesting their circulation in the American army, 
and in the way of retort, requested Uie instrumentality of 
Tryon, in making the resolutions of congress known to the 
Americans in the British army, on whom tliiey were intended 
to operate. 

About this time, sir William Howe resigned the command 
of the British army, and returned to Great Britain. His suc^ 
cessor, sir Henry Clinton, had scarcely entered on the duties 
of his office, when he received orders to evacuate Philadel- 
phia. This was deemed expedient, from an apprehension 
that it would be a dangerous position, in case a French fleet, 
as was expected, should arrive in the Delaware, to co-ope- 
rate with the Americans. 

The design of evacuating Philadelphia, was soon disco* 
vered by Washington ; but the object or course of the enemy 
could not be precisely ascertained. Their preparations 
equally denoted an expedition to the south; an embarkation 
of their whole army for New York ; or a march to that city 
through New Jersey. In the first two cases, Washington 
had not the means of annoyance, but as the probability of 
the last daily increased, he directed bis chief attention to thai 
point. General Maxwell, with the New Jersey brigade, was 
ordered over the Delaware, to take post about Mount Holly, 
and to co-operate with general Dickenson at the head of the 
New Jersey militia, in obstructing the progress of the royal 
army, till time should be gained for Washington to overtake 
them. — The British crossed the Delaware to Gloucestei" 
Foint, on the 18th of June, 1778 ; the Americans, in foui 
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days afterwards, at Corryel's Ferry. The general officers 
of the latter, on being asked what line of conduct they deem- 
ed most advisable, had previously, and with one consent, 
•agreed to attempt nothing,, till the evacuation of Philadelphia 
was completed; but after- the Delaware was crossed, there 
was a diversity of sentiment respecting the measures proper 
to be pursued. — General Lee, who, having been exchanged, 
had joined the army, was of opinion, that the United States, 
in consequence of their late foreign connexions, were secure 
of their independence, unless their army was defeated: and 
that', under such circumstances, it would be criminal to haz- 
ard an action, unless ^^they had some decided advantage. 
Though the numbers in both armies were nearly equal, and 
about ten thousand eifective men in each, he attributed so 
much to the superiority of British discipline, as made him 
apprehensive of the issue of an engagement on equal ground,— 
These sentiments were sanctioned by the voice of a great 
majority of the general officers. Washington was neverthe- 
3ess strongly inclined to risk an action. Though cautious, 
he was enterprising, and coulfl not readily believe that the 
chances of war were so much' against him, as to threaten 
consequences of the alarming magnitude which had been an- 
nounced. There was a general concurrence in a proposal 
for strengthening the corps on the left flank of the enemy 
with fifteen hundred men, to improve any partial advantages 
that might offer, and also that the main body should preserve 
1 relative position for acting as circumstances might require. 
Wheti sir Henry Clinton had advanced to Allentown, he 
determined, instead of keeping the direct course towards 
fcJtaten Island, to incline towards the sea-coast, and to hasten 
towards Sandy Hook, Washington, on receiving intelligence 
that sir Henry was proceeding in that direction towards 
Monmouth Court House, detached one thousand men under 
general Wayne, and sent to tlie marquis de la Fayette to 
take command of the whole, M'ith orders to seize the first fair 
opportunity of attacking the enemy's rear. — The command 
of this advanced corps was offered to general Lee, but he de- 
clined it. The whole army followed at a proper distance 
for supporting the advanced corps, and reached Cranberry 
the next morning. Sir Henry Clinton, sensible of the ap- 
proach of the Americans, placed his grenadiers, light infant- 
ry, and chasseurs la his rear, and his baggage in his front 
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Washington increased his advance corps with two brigades, 
and sent general Lee, who now wished for the command, to 
take charge of the whole, and followed with the main army 
to give it support. — On the next morning, orders were sent 
to general Lice, to move on and attack, unless there should 
be powerful reasons to the contrary. When Washington had 
marched about five miles, to support the advanced corps, he 
found the whole of it retreating by general Lee's orders, and 
without having made any opposition of importance. Washing- 
ton rode up to Ijee, and proposed certain questions : Lee an- 
swered with warmth, and unsuitable language. The com- 
mander-in-chief ordered colonel Stewart's and lieutenant-colo- 
nel Ramsay's battalions to form on a piece of ground, which 
he judged suitable for giving a check to the advancing ene- 
my. Lee was then asked if he would command on that 
ground, to which he consented, and was ordered to take pro- 
per measures for checking the enemy, to which he replied, 
'* your orders shall be obeyed, and I will not be the first to 
leave the field." — Washington then rode to the main army, 
which was formed with thd utmost expedition. A warm 
cannonade immediately commenced, between the British and 
American artillery ; and a heavy firing, between the advanced 
troops of the British army, and the two battalions which 
Washington had halied. I'hese stood their ground till they 
were intermixed witli a part of the British army. General 
Lee continued till the last on the field of battle, and brought 
off the rear of the retreating troops. 

The check received by the British gave time to make a 
disposition to the left wing, and second line of the American 
army, in the wood and on the eminence, to which Lee was 
retreating. On this, some cannon were placed by lord Stir- 
ling, who commanded the left wing; which, with the co- 
operation of some parties of infantry, effectually stopped the 
advance of the British in that quarter. General Greene took 
a very advantageous position on the right of lord Stirling. 
The British attempted to turn the left flank of the Amerif 
cans, but were repulsed. They also made a movement to 
the right, with as little success ; for Greene, with artillery, 
disappointed their design. — Wayne advanced with a body of 
troops, and kept up so severe and well directed a fire, that 
the British were soon compelled to give way. They retired 
vai took the position which Lee had before owvi^iedv 
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Washington resolved to attack them, and ordered general 
Poor to move round upon their right, and general Woodford 
upon their left ; but they could not get witliin reach before 
it was dark. They remained on the ground which they had 
been directed to occupy, during the night, with an intention 
of attacking early next morning ; and the main body lay on 
their arms in the field, to be ready for supporting them.-— 
General Washington, after a day of great activity and much 
personal danger, reposed amongst his troops on his cloak, 
under a tree, in hopes of renewing the action the next day. 
But these hopes were frustrated. The British marched 
away in the night, in such silence, that general Poor, though 
he lay very near them, knew nothing of their departure. 
They left behind them four officers and about forty privates, 
all so badly wounded, that they could not be removed. Their 
other wounded were carried off. Tiie British pursued their 
march without further interruption, and soon reached the 
neighbourhood of Sandy Hook, without the loss either of 
their covering party, or baggage. The American general 
declined all further pursuit of the royal army, and soon af- 
terwards drew off his troops to the borders of the North 
River. The loss of the Americans, in killed and wounded, 
was about two hundred and fifty. The loss of the royal ar- 
my, including prisoners, was about three hundred and fifty. 

On the ninth day after this action, congress unanimously 
resolved, *' that their thanks be given to General Washing- 
ton, for the activity with which he marched from the camp 
at Valley Forge in pursuit of the enemy ; for his distinguished 
exertions in forming tlie line of battle ; and for his great good 
conduct in leading on the attack, and gaining the important 
victory of Monmouth, over the British grand army, under 
tlie command of general sir Henry Clinton, in their march 
from Philadelphia to New York." 

It is probable that Washington intended to take no further 
notice of Lee's conduct on the day of action ; but the lattei 
could not brook the expressions used by the former at their 
first meeting, and wrote him two passionate letters. This 
occasioned his being arrested and brought to trial. Th« 
charges exhibited against him were : 

1st. For disobedience of orders, in not attacking the eno» 
my on the 28th of June, agreeably to repeated instructions, 

Udly. For misbehaviour before the enemy, on the sam# 

o2 
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day, by making an unnecBMary, disorderly, and shameM 
retreat. 

8dly. For disrespect to the commander-in-chiefy. in two 
letters. 

AAer a tedious hearing before a court martial, of which 
lord Stirling was president, Lee was found guilty, and sen- 
tenced to be suspended from any command in the armies of 
the United States for the term of one year ; but the second 
charge was softened by the court, which only found him 
guilty of misbehaviour before the enemy, by making an un- 
necessary, and in some few instances, a disorderly retreat 

Soon after the battle of Monmouth, the American army 
took post at the White Plains, and remained there, and in 
the vicinity, until autumn was far advanced, and then retired 
to Middlebrook in New Jersey. During this period, nothing 
of more importance occurred, than skirmishes, in which Grene- 
ral Washington was not particularly engaged. He was, ne- 
vertheless, fully employed. His mild, conciliatory manners, 
and the most perfect subjection of his passions to reason, 
together with the soundness of his judgment, enabled him to 
serve his country with equal effect, though with less splen- 
dour, than is usually attached to military exploits. 

The French fleet, the expectation of which had induced 
the evacuation of Philadelphia, arrived too late for attacking 
the British in the Delaware. It was also deemed unadvisa- 
ble to attempt New York ; but the British posts on Rhode 
Island were judged proper objects of a joint expedition, with 
the sea and land forces of France and America. This being 
resolved upon, general Sullivan was appointed to conduct 
the operation of the Americans. — When the preparations for 
commencing the attack were nearly completed, a British fleet 
appeared in sight. D'Estaing, who commanded the French 
fleet, put out to sea to engage them ; but a siorm came on, 
wiiich crippled both fleets to such a degree, as induced the 
one to go to New York, and the other to Boston, for the pur- 
pose of being repaired. While the fleets were out of sight, 
general Sullivan had commenced the siege, and flattered him- 
self that a few days co-operation of the returned French ships 
could not fail of crowning him with success. — The determi- 
nation of D'Estaing to retire to Boston, instead of co-opera- 
ting in the siege, excited the greatest alarm in Sullivan's ar- 
Ay. By this dereliction of the orijg[inal plan, the harbouri 
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of Rhode Island were led free and open for reinforcements 
to the British, which might easily he poured in from their 
head-quarters at New York. Instead of anticipated con* 
quests, Sullivan had reason to fear for the safety of his army. 
Irritated at the departure of D'Estaing, he expressed in gene* 
ral orders to his army, '*his hope, that the event would 
prove America able to procure that, by her own arms, which 
her allies refused to assist in obtaining." — ^These expressions 
were considered as imputing to D*£staing and the French 
nation, a disinclination to promote the interests of the United 
States. When entreaties failed to persuade D'Estaing to re« 
turn to the siege, a paper was drawn up and signed by the 
principal American officers, and sent to him, in which they 
protested against his taking the fleet to Boston, ** as deroga- 
tory to the honour of France, contrary to the intentions of 
his Most Christian Majesty, and the interest of his nation ; 
destructive to the welfare of the United States, and highly 
injurious to the alliance between the two nations." So much 
discontent prevailed, that serious apprehensions were enter- 
tained, that the iqeans of repairing the French fleet would 
not be readily obtained. 

Washington foresaw the evils likely to result from the gen- 
eral and mutual irritation which prevailed, and exerted all 
his influence to calm the minds of botk parties. He had a 
powerful coadjutor in the marquis de la Fayette, who was as 
deservedly dear to the Americans, as to the French. His 
first duties were due to his king and country ; but he loved 
America, and was so devoted to the commander-in-chief, of 
its armies, as to enter into his views, and second his soften- 
ing conciliatory measures, with truly filial aflection. 

Washington also wrote to general Heath, who commanded 
at Boston, and to Sullivan and Greene, who commanded at 
Rhode Island. In his letter to general Heath, he stated his 
fears, " that the departure of the French fleet from Rhode 
Island, at so critical a moment, would not only weaken the 
confidence of the people in their new allies, but produce such 
prejudice and resentment, as might prevent their giving the 
fleet, in its present distress, such zealous and effectual assist- 
ance, as was demanded by the exigence of aflairs, and the 
true interests of America;" and added, ^'thatitwould be sound 
policy to combat these eflects, and to give the best construc- 
tion of what had happened ; and at the same time to make 
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strenuous exertions for patting the French -fleet, as soon ss 
possible, in a condition to defend itself, and he useful.*'--^ 
also observed as follows : *Vthe departure of the fleet fioii 
Rhode Island, is not yet publicly announced here, hut.whoi 
it is, I intend to ascribe it to necessity, produced by thjS dam*, 
age received in the late storm. This, it appears to me, ■ 
the idea which ought to be generally propagated. .As I dinibt 
not the force of these reasons wiU strike you equally witk 
myself, I would recommend you to use your utmost influenee . 
to palliate and soAen matters, and to induce those whose bor 
•iness it is to provide succours of every kind for the fleet, |» 
employ their utmost zeal and activity in doing it. It is oor 
duty to make the best of our misfortunes, and not to suiflfor 
passion to interfere with our interest and the public good.'' . 

In a letter to general Sullivan, he observed, *' the disagree* 
ment between the army under your command, and the neet» 
has given me very singular uneasiness. The continent at 
large is concerned in our cordiality ; and it should be kept up 
by all possible means, consistent with our honour and policy. 
First impressions are generally longest retained, and wiU 
serve to fix in a great degree our national cliaracter with the 
French. In our conduct towards them, we should remem* 
ber, that they are a people old in war, very strict in military 
etiquette, and apt % take fire when others seem scarcely 
warmed.— Permit me to recommend, in the most particular 
manner, the cultivation of harmony and good agreement, and 
your endeavours to destroy that ill humour which may have 
found its way among the officers. It is of the utmost im- 
portance, too, that the soldiers and the people should know 
nothing of this misunderstanding, or, if it has reached them, 
that means may be used to stop its progress, and prevent its 
effects." 

In a letter to general Greene, he observed, ** I have not 
now time to take notice of the several arguments, which wenp 
made use of, for and against the count's quitting the harbour 
of Newport, and sailing for Boston. Right or wrong, it wiU 
probably disappoint our sanguine expectations of success, 
and, which I deem a still worse consequence, I fear it will 
sow the seeds of dissension and distrust between us and our 
new allies, unless the most prudent measures be taken to sup- 
press the feuds and jealousies that have already risen. — ^I de- 
pend much on your temper and influence, to conciliate that 
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inimosity 'which subsists between the American and French 
officers in our service. I beg you will take every measure 
to keep the protest, entered into by the general officers, from 
being made public. Congress, sensible of the ill consequences 
that will flow from our differences being known to the world, 
have passed a resolve to that purpose. Upon the whole, my 
dear sir, you can conceive my meaning better than I can ex- 
press it, and I therefore fully depend on your exerting your- 
self, to heal all private animosities between our principal of- 
ficers and the French, and to prevent all illiberal expressions 
and reflections that may fall from the army at large." • 

Washington also used the first opportunity to recommence 
his correspondence with count D'Estaing, in a letter to him, 
which, without noticing the disagreements that had taken 
place, was well calculated to soothe every angry sensation 
which might have rankled in his mind. In the course of a 
short correspondence, the irritation, wliich threatened serious 
mischiefs, entirely gave way to returning good humour and 
cordiality. 

In another case, about the same time, the correct judgment 
of Washington proved serviceable to his country. In the 
last months of the year 1778, when the most active part of 
the campaign was over, congress decided on a magnificent 
plan for the conquest of Canada. This was to be attempted 
in 1779, by land and water, on the side of the United States, 
and by a fleet and army from France. The plan wiis proposed, 
considered, and agreed to, before Washington was informed 
of it. He was then desired to write to Dx. Franklin, the 
American minister, at Paris, to interest him in securing the 
proposed co-operation of France. — In reply to the communir 
cations of congress, he observed, " the earnest desire I have 
itrictly to comply in every instance with the views and in- 
structions of congress, cannot but make me feel the greatest 
uneasiness when I find myself in circumstances of liesitlation 
or doubt, with respect to their directions ; but the perfect 
confidence I have jn the justice and candour of that honour- 
able body, emboldens me to communicate, without reserve, 
the difiiculties which occur in the execution of their present 
order; and the indulgence I have experienced on every for* 
mer occasion, induces me to imagine that the liberty I now 
take will not meet with disapprobation. 

♦* I have attentively taken up the report of the committee, 
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rwpfMMinjr ilic proposed expodiiion into Canada. I have cott- 
wdtfn-il it ill sevoral lijrhis, and sincerely regret that I should 
fcfl myjjclf under any cMiI}urrassmenl in carrying it into exe- 
culioii. Siill, I reniiiin of opinion, from a general review of 
lliinirs, Jind the stale of our resources, that no extensive syi- 
Icni of co-operations with the French, for the complete eman- 
lipation of Canada, can be positively decided on for the en- 
suin^r y(?ar. 'i'o propose a plan of perfect co-operation with 
A foriii^ii power, without a moral certainty in our supplies; 
and to have that plan actually ratified with the court of Ve^ 
'saillcs ; nii«(ht be attended, in case of failure in the conditions 
on our part, with very fatal effects. 

«*If I should seem unwilling to transmit the plan as pre- 
pared by congress, with my observations, it is because I find 
myself under a necessity, in order to give our minister suf- 
ficient ground to found an application on, to propose some 
thing more than a vague and indecisive plan, which, even in 
the evtjnt of a total evacuation of the states by the enemy, 
may be rendered impracticable in the execution, by a variety 
of insurmountable obstacles ; or if I retain my present senti- 
ments, and act consistently, I must point out the difficulties, 
as they appear to me, which must embarrass his negotiations, 
and may disappoint the views of congress. 

** But, proceeding on the idea of the enemy's leaving these 
states, before the active part of the ensuing campaign, I should 
fear to hazard a mistake as' to the precise aim and extent of 
the views of congn^ss. The conduct I am to observe, in 
vriting to our minister at the court of France, does not ap- 
pear suflleiently delineated. Were I to undertake it, I should 
be much afraid of erring, through misconception. In this di- 
lemma, I would esteem it a particular favour to be excused 
from writing at all on the subject, especially as it is the part 
of candour in me to acknowledge, that I do not see my way 
clear enough to point out such a plan for co-operation, as I 
conc(jive it to be consistent with the ideas of congress, and 
as will be suflficiently explanatory, with roepect to time and 
circumstances, to give efficacy to the measure. 

♦* But if congress still think it necessary for me to proceed 
in the business, I must request their more definitive and ex- 
plicit instiructions, and that they will permit me, previous to 
transmitting the intended despatches, to submit them to their 
deterfflination* 
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^ •' I could wish to lay before congress, more minutely, the 
•taie of the army, the condition of our supplies, and the re- 
quisites necessary for carrying into execution an undertaking 
tiiat may involve the most serious events. If congress think 
this can be done more satisfactorily in a personal conference^ 
I hope to have the -army in such a situation before I can re^ 
ceive their answer, as tor afford me an opportunity of giving 
my attendance," 

The personal interview requested in this letter, was agreed 
to by congress, and a committee appointed by them to con- 
fer with him. The result was, that the proposed expedition 
against Canada was relinquished by those, who, after repeated 
deliberation, had resolved upon it. 



CHAPTER VI. 

CAMPAIGN OF 1779. 



TTie distresses of the American army. General Washing* 
ton calm& the uneasiness in the Jersey line. Finds great 
difficulty in supporting his troops, and concentrating their 
force. Makes a disposition of them with a view to the 
security of West Points Directs an expedition against 
the Six Nations of Indians, and for the reduction of Stony 
Point, Paules Hook taken, A French fleet, expected to 
the northward, arrives on the coast of Georgia. Washing-- 
ton, unequal to offensive operations, retires into winter^ 
quarters. 

The years 1779 arid 1780, passed away in the northern 
states without any of those great military exploits which enr 
liven the pages of history ; but they were years of anxiety 
and distress, which called for all the passive valour, the sound 
practical judgment, and the conciliatory address, for which 
General Washington- was so eminently distinguished. Yield- 
ing to the pleasing delusion, that their alliance with Francf 
placed their independence beyond the reach of accident, and 
that Great Britain, despairing of success, would speedily 
ibandon the contest, the states relaxed in their preparations 
for a Tigoroas prosecuti(fflaof the war.— To these un^undad 
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hopes, Washingjton opposed the whole weight of his influ*, 
enco. Ill his corr('S[)<)ii(l(Mire with congress, the governors 
of particular Rtates, mid otiior inlluential^individuais, he point- 
ed out the fallacy of the pruvailiu^ opinion, that peace wai 
near at hand, and the necessity for raising, equipping, and 
support in ST a force suHicient for active operations. — He pa^ 
ticularly ur<red, that the annual arranj^ements of the army 
should be made so early, that the recruits for the year should 
assemble at hoad*(iuart(!rs on the first of January ; but, such 
was the torpor of the public mind, that, notwithstanding 
these representations, it was as late as the 23d of January, 
1779, when c(mj(res!* passed resolutions authorizing the com- 
mander-in-chief to re-cnlist the army; and as late as the 9th 
of the following March, when the requisitions were made on 
tlie several states for their quotas. The military establish- 
ment for 1780 was later ; for it was. not agreed upon till the 
9th of February ; nor wore the men required before the first 
of April. Thus, when armies ought to have been in the 
field, nothing more was done than a grant of the requisite 
authority for raising them. 

The depreciation of the current paper-money had advanced 
so rapidly*, as to render the daily pay of an officer unequal 
to his support. This produced serious discontents in the 
army. An order was ffiven in May, 1779, for the New Jersey 
brigade to march by regiments to join the western army. In 
answer to this order, a letter was received from general Max- 
well, stating that the oflicers of the first regiment had deli- 
vered to their colonel a remonstrance, addressed to the legis- 
lature of New Jersey ; in which, they declared, that, unless 
their former complaints on the deficiency of pay obtained 
immediate attention, they were to be considered, at the end 
of three days, as having resigned their commissions ; and 
on that contingency they requested the legislature to appoint 
other officers in their stead. — General Washington, who wag 
strongly attached to the army, and knew their virtue, their 
sufferings, and also the justice of their complaints, imme- 
diately comprehended the ruinous consequences likely to re- 
sult from the measure they had adopted. After serious de- 
liberation, he wrote a letter to general Maxwell, fb be laid 
before the officers. In the double capacity of their friend 
and their commander, he made a forcible address, both to 
4i«ir pxide and their patriotism. — " There is nothing," hm 
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observed, " which has happened in the course of the war, 
that has given me so much pain as the remonstrance you 
mention from the officers of the first Jersey regiment. I can- 
not but consider it a hasty and imprudent step, which, on 
more cool consideration, they will themselves condemn. I 
am very sensible of the inconveniences under which the of- 
ficers of the army labour, and I hope they do me the justice 
to believe, that my endeavours to procure them relief are in- 
cessant. — There is more difliculty however, in satisfying 
their wishes, than perhaps they are aware of. Our resources 
have been hilhcjrto very limited. 'J'he situation of our money 
is no small embarrassment, for which, though there are re- 
medies, they cannot be the work of a moment. Govern- 
ment is not insensible of tlie merits and sacrifices of the 
officers, nor unwilling to make a compensation ; but it is a 
truth, of which a very little observation must convince us, 
that it is very much straitened in the means. Great allow- 
ances ought to be made on tliis account, for any delay and 
seeming backwardness which may appear. Some of the 
states, indeed, have done as generously as was in their power; 
and if others have been less expeditious, it ought to be as- 
cribed to some peculiar cause, which a little time, aided by 
example, will remove. — The patience and perseverance of 
the army have been, under every disadvantage, such as do 
tliem the highest honour, at home and abroad ; and have in- 
spired me with an unlimited confidencre in their virtue, which 
has consoled me amidst every [)erplexity and reverse of for- 
tune, to which our afl'airs, in a struggle of this nature, were 
necessarily exposed. iSow, that we have made so great a 
progress to the attainment of the end we have in view, so 
that we cannot fail, without a most 5;hameful desertion of our 
own interests ; any thing like a change of conduct would im- 
ply a very unhai>])y change of principles, and a forgetfulness, 
as well of what we owe to ourselvc-s, as to our country. — 
Did I suppose it possible this .slioidd be the case, even in a 
single regiment of the army, I should be mortified and cha- 
grined beyond expression. I should feel it as a wound given 
to my own honour, which I consider as embarked with that 
of the army. But this 1 believe to be impossible. Anycorpa 
that was about to set an example of the kind, should weigh 
well the consequences ; and no officer of common discem- 
ftient and sensibility would liazard tliem. — ^If they should stand 
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;„,„., ^^■..,M.,u.n opposed th. wl^e - ^^^J^^,^, 

c,l o... ll.« r«Ia<-y of the P«^'':„,,|v.-. for having ben 
BupiK-rtinu a force sufficient ^| .^, ,,^^, .,^j^^^. ^^.^^^j^j ^,^ ^ 
,k-uhrly Hi^a, that (h^ ,, i,i:,mv :,i„! .liMrc.-s; ami tha 
Bhouia be made w ear .^^ ,,jji,.^,^- „,^„ij become as desu- 
assciiilile al head-qv , -^ ' 

was ihe torpor «•' -^^^.^^ in t', ■ present itLiJiincoarediB- 
Uicsc repreMn* ;..;, i.!'-i-!! i!::.- oeifiii to mean more than 
ins.wliBiir .-..-if/j... V ,,i:i,.,rt haiv not I) ^a outdone 
mander-m' ^'^ »J; _j. .-:;,;, «. ,.:i]„.r .,^ ,-iiiz;-!i«. or s^ildiers ; 
of the f' .■U;l^'n.j '■■■ n ..(' ilifiti vr-iM scritmsU- intend 
Uie«'^-->J?'fj.i I.,. ^.. ...■.]■, i.n ilivir r.,;-:!i.-i- n:pu:aiion. 
mer -WS^' ,;;;■.■,.;.::.:, v;t--;ii Jl.cv lirivo .::.!v reasoned 

"'' iiSSA '^'"'- -^ ■■ ■■•■ '-"Jf =' ^^^^'-i ""'• ^'"'- "" <^™- 

' jvT>^ )|ii;>i'< '■-■'• ":iiiT iiiVNilf, lliry will renounce 

•''!^". ippeaf hi'ili^'pT.—Al ill'- 'ipininji; of u Pumpaigi,, 

'w''^Jfr'"''^'"'"" ■■"■'""''''■ ''''"^" hnp'tri«ni fcrvice, ihoir 

*Sf ""tnr ti'i'y '" ''n" r!''>lic anil In tliium'ClvC'i, and a ro- 

.'«Oi''''J' [''■■'■■'''■'J"' ■^"■"''1 >'"i -si'!'^'' 'l>em l.> pcKist m a 

W^JL-hieiy v.->.iid be .; vi..l:.'.i...„ of ihcm »\\. li would 

tf'»"'^>Liu! llii'if <l-:;.v,.-y e.i.Jlj- i., reile.-i tJMt ilu-y h^vo 

ff'^ i«l a Hlcp. \v!:;:!i Ji;;:< mi air iirdirti^'.ii;r W.mu to llu;ir 

'"^irt- I'V >"-ii'-:t '"-v^'.-.l-Lri! of v!i.' iicpi;s^:iiv ..f ilie nuiment. 

<lriU d'-vlana: ,:v !!,<■>- Imut .!i:i<!i! io i!i.;'.<a.io. ..I s<. cmi- 

Is timet '^''^' ' "iiie/.-; '.iii'V oln: lined ruliil" iu '.lie f-liort po- 

%d "f '1'-"'^'^ '■■■■■"■■■ '■'->■ '"'■'■t '"^ •' 'ii''"icr;!l (lUl of ihu scr- 

^,' has very luiieli C.iU -.'..'[.I'vl, am] iiiu '■c.'miiifi relaxation 

y conliiHii!'.! riiiiit tlx' fu-.w. e m liavc a renmjiialjle time to 

Kridc oilier ollieurs, v.-ill be Ihuustlii unlj- a siipertieial veil, 
n now to requc^i tlml you will cimvey my Eemiuienta to 
(he gonllemeu eoneeniod, iinil eniloavoiir to miiko lluiin sensi- 
ble of tlieir eiTor. 'J'ijo ^nnice for which the rudiment waa 
intended, will not admit of delay. It must, al all events, 
march on Monday morning, in .tlic first place to this camp, 
jnd furdier directions will be given when it arrives, I am 
inre I shall not be mistaken in cxpueting a prompt mid cbeer- 
fitl obedience." 
The officers did aot expUcidy recede from theii claims; 
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were brought round so far as to continue in service,— 
n address to General Washington, they declared, " theiF 
ppiness that any step of theirs should give him pain ;" 
lleged in justification of themselves, "that repeated 
rials had been presented to their legislature, which had 
neglected ;" and added, " we have lost all confidence 
I body. Reason and experience forbid that we should 
* . any. Few of us have private fortunes ; many have far 
.lilies, who arc already sull'cring every thing that can be re- 
ceived from an ungrateful country. Are we then to suffer 
all the inconveniences, fatigues, and dangers of a military 
life, while our wives, and our cliildrcn, are perishing for want 
of common necessaries at home ; and that without tlie most 
distant prospect of reward, lor our pay is now only nominal ? 
We are sensible that your exccliency cannot wish or desire 
tliis from us. 

" We are sorry that you should imagine we meant to dis- 
obey orders. It was, and still is, our determination to march 
with our regiment, and to do the duty of officers, until the 
legislature sliould have a reasonable time to appoint others, 
but no longer. 

" We beg leave to assure your excellency, that we have 
the highest sense of your ability and virtues ; tliat executing 
your orders has ever given us plt:r;.^ure ; tliat we love the ser- 
vice, and we love our country ; but wlien that country is so 
lost to virtue and to justice, as lo forgot to support its ser- 
vants, it then becomes their dut.v to retire from its service." 

The ground adopted by the olikcrs for their justification, 
was sucth as interdicted a resort to stern measures ; at the 
same time, a compliance with tlioir demands was impossible. 
In this embsrrassing situation, \Va?liingt(:n took no other no- 
tice of their letter, than todeclnre to tlie olilcero, through gene- 
ral Maxwell, "that while tliesy continued to do tlicir duty, 
he should only regret the pnrt they had taken." 'J'he legis- 
lature of New Jersey, roused by thcfo events, made some 
partial provision for their troops. Tiie oiliccrs withdrew 
tlieir remonstrance, and continued to do their duty. 

The consequences likely to result from the measures 
adopted by the New Jersey ollicers, being avoided by the 
good sense and prudence of General Washington, he profit- 
ed by the event, when communicated to congress, by urging 
on them Uie absolute necessity oV* somv^ ^<(i\\^rji^';£CL\'^\^^:^'^^i4 
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provision for the officers of their army ; and obserred, " that 
the distresses in some corps are so great, that officers hare 
solicited even to be supplied with the clothing destined for 
the common soldiery, coarse and unsuitable as it was. I had 
not power to comply with the request. 

'* The patience of men, animated by a sense of duty and 
honour, will support them to a certain point, beyond which 
it will not go. 1 doubt not congress will be sensible of the 
danger of an extreme in this respect, and will pardon my 
anxiety to obviate it." 

The members of congress were of different opinions, res- 
pecting their military arrangements. While some were in 
unison with the general, for a permanent national army, well 
equipped, and amply supported, others were apprehensive 
of danger to tlieir future liberties from such establishments, 
and gave a preference to enlistments for short periods, not 
exceeding a year. These also were partial to state sys- 
tems, and occasional calls of the militia, instead of a numer- 
ous regular force, at the disposal of congress, or the com- 
mander-in-chief. From the various aspect of public affairs, 
and the frequent change of members composing the national 
legislature, sometimes one party predominated, and sometimes 
another. On tlie whole, the support received by Washing- 
ington, was far short of what economy, as well as sound po- 
licy, required. 

'J'ho American army, at tliis period, was not only deficient 
in clothing, but in food. Tlio seasons, both in 1779 and 
1780, were unfavourable to the crops. The labours of the 
farmers hud often been interrupted by calls for militia duty. 
The current paper money was so depreciated, as to be 
deemed no equivalent for the productions of the soil. So 
great were the ncccs."5ities of the American army, that Gene- 
ral Washington was obligi'd to call on the magistrates of the 
adjacent counties for specified quantities of provisions, to be 
supplied in a given number of days. At other limes, he was 
compelled to send out detachments of liis troops, to take pro- 
visions, at the point of the bayonet, from the citizens. — This 
expedient at length failed ; for the country in the vicinity of 
the army allbrded no further su})plies. These impressments 
were not only injurious to the morals and discipline of the 
army, but tended to alienate the alfections of tlie people. 
Much of the support which the Am»*>*ican general had pre- 
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▼iously experienced from the inhabitants, proceeded from 
the difference of treatment which they received from their 
jown army, compared with what they suffered from the Brit- 
ish. The general, whom the inhabitants hitherto regarded 
as their protector, had now no alternative but to disband his 
troops, or to support them by force. — The army looked to 
him for provisions ; the inhabitants for protection of their 
property. To supply the one, and not offend the other, 
seemed little less than impossible. To preserve order and 
subordination in an army of free republicans, even when 
well fed, paid, and clothed, would have been a work of diffi- 
culty ; but, to retain them in service, and restrain them with 
discipline, when destitute, not only of the comforts, but often 
of the necessaries of life, required address and abilities such 
as are rarely found in human nature. In this choice of diffi- 
culties, General Washington not only kept his army togetlier, 
but conducted affairs with so much discretion, as to command 
the approbation both of the army and the citizens. 

Nothing of decisive importance could be attempted, with 
an army so badly provided, and so deficient in numbers. It 
did not exceed thirteen thousand men ; while the British, 
strongly fortified in New York and Rhode Island, amounted 
to sixteen or seventeen thousand. These were supported by 
a powerful fleet, which, by commanding the coasts and the 
rivers, furnished easy means for concentrating their force ia 
any given point, before the Americans could reach it. This 
disparity was particularly striking in the movements of the 
two armies in the vicinity of the Hudson. Divisions of both 
were fre(iucntly posted on each side of that noble river. While 
the British could cross directly over, and unite their forces 
in any enterprise, the Americans could not safely effect a 
corresponding junction, unless they took a considerable cir- 
cuit to avoid Uie British shipping. 

To prctjorve West Point and its dependencies, was a pri- 
mary object with Washington, 'i'o secure these, he was 
obliged to refuse the pressing applications from the neigh- 
bouring states, for large detachments from the continental 
army for their local defence. Early in the year, sir Henry 
Clinton made some movements up, the North River, which 
indicated an intention of attacking the posts hi the Highlands ; 
but, in proportion as these were threatened, Washington 
Cijacentrated his force for their defence. — This was done so 

r2 
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efTectually, that no serious direct attempt was made upon 
them. Clinton, hoping to allure the' Americans from theii 
fortresses, sent detachments to bum and lay waste the towns 
on the coast of Connecticut. This was extensively accom- 
plished. Norwnlk, Fairfield, and New London, were de- 
stroyed. Washington, adhering to the principle of sacrificing 
small objects to secure great ones, gave no more aid to the 
sufl'cring inhabitants, tlian was compatible with tlie security 
of West' Point. 

Thougli the force under his immediate command through- 
out thf? campaign of 1779, was unequal to any great under- 
takinij, yot his active mind sought for and embraced such op- 
portunities for ofTonsive operations, as might be attempted 
witliout hazarding too much. 

Tlio principal expedition of this kind was directed against 
tiie Six Nations of Indians, who inhabited the fertile country 
between tlic western settlements of New York and Pennsyl- 
vjinia, and the lakes of Canada, These, from their vicinity 
and intercourse with tJie white people, had attained a degree 
if civilization, exceeding what was usual amongst savages. 
To them, many rcfu^rce toric« had lied, and. directed them to 
tlic frontier sottlonients, which they laid waste, and at the 
bamo time massacred the inhabitants. In the early period 
oi' AVasliin^rton's life, while commander of the Virginia 
t;-oops, he had ample experience of th(? futility of forts, for 
defence ai^ainst ludians ; and of the superior advantage of 
carrying oircnsive operations into their towns and settlo- 
menls. — An invasion of the country of the Six Nations be- 
ing resolved uj)on, the commander-in-chief bestowed much 
ihoujrht on the best mode of conducting it. The instnictions 
he gave to general Sullivan, who was appointed to this ser- 
vice, were very particular, and mudi more severe than was 
usual, but noL more so than retaliation justified, or policy re- 
commended. Sullivan, with a considerable force, penetrated 
into the country of the Indians in three directions, laid waste 
their crops, and burned their towns. His success was deci- 
sive, and in a great measure secured the future peace of the 
frontier settlements. The late residence of the savages was 
rendered so far uninhabitable, that they were reduced to the 
necessity of seeking an asylum in the more remote western 
country. 

While the British were loying waste Connecticut, Washp 
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The campaign of 1771) terminated in the northern states, ai 
has hc^en related, without any great events on either side. 
Washini^lon defeated all the projects of the British for get- 
ting possession of the Highlands. The Tndians were made 
to fee) the American power ; and a few brilliant strokes kept 
the public mind from despondence. The Americans went 
into winter-quarters when the month of December was fai 
advanced. These were chosen for the convenience of wood, 
water, and provisions, and also for the better protection of 
the country. — To this end, the army was thrown into two 
grand divisions. The northern was put under the command 
of General Heath, and stationed with a view to the security 
of West Point, its dependencies, and the adjacent country. 
The other retired to Alorristown, in New Jersey. In this 
situation, which was well calculated to secure the country to 
the southward of New York, Washington, with the princi- 
pal division of his army, took his station for the winter. — 
The season following their retirement was uncommonly se- 
vere. The British in New York and Staten Island, no lon- 
ger enjoyed the security which their insular situation usually 
afforded. The former sufl'ered from the want of fuel and 
other supplies from the country. To add to their difficulties, 
Washington so disposed his troops as to give the greatest 
possible obstruction to the communication between the Bri- 
tish garrison, and such of the inhabitants without their lines 
as were disposed to supply their wants. — This brought on a 
partisan war, in which individuals were killed, but without 
any national effect. Had AVasliington been supported as he de- 
sired, the weakness of the British army in consequence of 
their large detachments to the southward, in conjunction with 
the severity of the winter, would have given him an opportu- 
nity for indulging his natural spirit of enterprise. But he 
durst not attempt any thing on a grand scale, for his army 
was not only inferior in number to that opposed to him, but 
so destitute of clothing as to be unequal to a winter campaign* 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

CAMPAIGN OF 1780. 

General Washington directs an expedition against Staten 
Island. Crives an opinion against risking an army for 
the defence of Charleston, S, C. Finds great difficulty in 
supporting his army, Kniphausen invades New Jersey^ 
but is^ prevented from injuring the American stores. Mar^ 
quis de la Fayette arrives, and gives assurances that a 
French fleet and army might soon be expected on the 
American coast. Energetic measures of co-operation re- 
aolved upon, but so languidly executed, that Washington 
predicts the necessity of a more efficient system of national 
government. A French fleet and army arrive, and a 
combined operation against New York is resolved upon, 
but the arrival of a superior British fleet deranges the 
whole plan. 

The military establishment for the year 1780, was nomi- 
nally thirty-five thousand ; but provision for these was not 
made by congress until the 9th of February, and they were 
not required to be in camp before tlie first of April follow- 
ing. Notwithstanding these embarrassments, the active mind 
of Washington looked around for an opportunity of deriving 
some advantage from the present exposed situation of liis ad- 
versary. From recent intelligence, he supposed that an at- 
tack on about twelve hundred British, posted on Staten Island, 
might be advantageously made, especially in its present state 
of union with the continent, by an unbroken body of solid 
ice. — The prospect of success depended on the chance of a 
surprise ; and if this failed, of reducing the enemy, though 
retired within their fortifications, before reinforcements could 
arrive from New York. The vigilance of the commanding 
officer, prevented the first; the latter could not be depended 
on ; for, contrary to the first received intelligence, the com- 
munication between the island and the city, though difficult, 
was practicable. — The works were too strong for an assault, 
and relief too near to admit the delays of a siege. Lord Stir- 
ling, with two thousand five hundred men, entered the island 
on the night of the 14th of January. An sdarm was instantly 



M THE UFE OF 

nT.il L'^i'norp.lly communicated to the posts, and a boat dcr 
p.in-luil lo N«-w Y(»ilv. to communicate intelligence, and to 
soli«-ii :ii«l. 'J'li'' Auifrican!?, after s?ome slight skirmishea, 
F'Miii^ r.n j)r««sjn(': (»f .'Siutvss, and apprehensive that a re- 
inlf-TiLJiif nt I'mm New York might endanger their safety, 
Tcrv soon coinnicnci-d iliuir retreat. This was effected with- 
oiii ::ny considoralle l«»:-s; but, from the intenseness of the 
cM, and dLlIcicn'ry of warm clothing, several were frosW 
bitii I). 

8i>',n vSur tl.is cvrrit, t]ic siojre of Charleston commenced ; 
»i:il it w IS so viL'"ori:;.-lv carried onbv sir Ilcnrv Clinton, as 
U) 1 !iirt iliu sum :i lor of that place on the 12th of May, 
lT-i». CIi':i:rd \'.':-..-iiinirton, at tlie distance of more than 
■•i:;'.i liumlrrd mi!'*.-, could have no personal airency in de- 
li :i Vi:]'.f i!i.-it nif'i^t in:j)ort:mt southern mart. What was ia 
I:i- ;)oxv<jr iiad been done, for he weakened himself by Je- 
tL^-l.in/ from tlie arinv under his own immediate coniiiiurjl. 
liif troops of Nortli C:\rolina, the new levies of Virginia, ami 
the reninanis of llic soutliorn cavahy. — ^Though he had nevi-r 
I.ecii in Ch::rk*.sion, and was witliout any personal know- 
lodge of its har:>t)'ir, )'ct he had given an opinion respecting 
ii, vvliich evinced the soundness of his practical judgment. 
In every other c:;:7'j, tlie defence of towns had been aban- 
''ii.'-.c'L ht) f:ir as tu ri:r:k no armies for that purpose ; but in 
t'cu'ih CiToIina, general Linccdn, for rca.-?ons that were satis- 
factory to liij suporiorir, adopted a dliTorent line of cor.cluct. 
I'our ronlinenlai frit'^ates wore ordered to the (Ivtfoncc of 
Cliiirleston, and sL^taiiouod witliin its l;ar ; and a ci^»ididcrabie 
^:t.^lo nmrin^^lbico co-cpi-rated wiiii them. — 'iJiis nev,' n;ode 
of (Icro-nce was the moijt roailily adopted, on the generally rc- 
ccIv'.hI idea, that this marine-force ( ov.ld be dispo.sed of within 
tJic l.ar, as to make clleclual opposiiioa to tlie IJriiij^h sliips 
Vwi'. mjiiing to cross it. In the eour.-:o of the fioge, iliis was 
Loiiiid luipractlcablo, and all idens of disputing tlie pus:5ai^e of 
tiic Iku- were abandoned. This stale of liiiii/:-s being commu- 
iirat(;d by iieuteuant-colonel John Ijarnvna to General \Va:jh- 
ington, the general replied, '* the inipvact.ieal;ility of dcfend- 
iiig the bar, 1 foar, amounts to tlie lohS of the town and gar- 
rison. At this distance, il Is iini)ossil)le to judge for you. I 
have the greatest conlidence in general Lincoln's prudence ; 
but it really appears to me, that the propriety of attempting 
to defend the town, depended on the probability of defendin^j 
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the bar, and that when this ceased, the attempt ought to have 
been relinquished. In this, however, I suspend a definitive 
judgment ; and wish you to consider what I say as confiden- 
tial." 

The event corresponded witli the general's predictions. 
The British vessels, aft(!r cro.ssing the bar without opposi- 
tion, passed the forts, i\nd took surh a station in Cooper river, 
as, in conjunction witli the land-forces, made the evacuation 
of the town by the Auicriciui.s ir;ipoj<Kil)lc, and finiilly produced 
tlie surrender of their whole soulliern army. 

When intelligence of thiri calnstrophe reiicliod the northern 
^tcs, the American army was in the greatest di.ttross. This 
had been often rcpresonteito connfroi-s, and wr./j pnriicularly 
stated to general Sciiuyler, in alottor iVoni CJencral Wa:<liington, 
in the following words : "^inco the (hitc of my Iw:*, wo have 
had die virtue and paticnc'c of the r.nny put to the yeveres 
trial. Sometimes, it has hcMi five or six davs tui^Hlior with- 
out bread; at other times, as many dnys v/iiho?it meat ; and 
once or twice, two or ihrco ihyn witlioTit either. — I liardly 
tliought it possible, at one period, tliiit vro should he able to 
keep it together, nor could it have been d«.ne, ])ut for tiio ex- 
ertions of the mar^istrate.^ in several coimiijs of tliis state, on 
whom I was obliged to c:ill ; expose our situation to ihem ; 
and, in plain terms, declare tliat we wore reduced to the al- 
ternative of disbandin^T or catering for ourselves, unless the 
inhabitants would ailbrd us their aid. I allotted to each 
county a certain proportion of flour or grain, and a certain 
number of cattle, to be delivered on certain days ; and, for 
the honour of the magistrates, and the good dispo.viiion of th« 
people, I must add th-U my rovpiisitions were punctually com- 
plied with, and in many counties exceeded. — Nothing but 
this great exertion could have saved the army from dissolution 
or starving, as we were bereft of every hope from the com- 
missaries. At one time, the soldiers eat every kind of horse 
food, but hay. Buckwheat, common wlieat, rye, and Indian 
corn, composed the meal which made their bread. As an 
' army, they bore it with most heroic patience ; but suficrings 
like these, accompanied by the want of clothes, blankets, &c, 
will produce frequent desertion in all armies ; and so it hap- 
pened with us, though it did not excite a single mutiny." 

The paper money with which the troops were paid, waa 
in a state of depreciation daily increasing. The distresses 
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frniii x}\\< soiircn. Iiidii'^'i ff^lt in 17TS, and siill mnre so in 
IVTtLili ! ii'«t nrrivi .tt ;m*- liiirlierji pilch until the yp.ir \1S0, 
I'siii-r 'Ii»' jM'is<!.n' tif siilh'riiiirs from this raij^'c?, tlie oflicers 
of i!i.' .\i\v .Icrxv liuf :nlilr('>sc(l :i iiifMUori^ii to tlK-ir state 
]("/\ •! i:i'.'- : -■'■iiinL'' r'>r'!i. " ihai fuiir nuinilis' pay of a private, 
woiiM !ini jinicisn-fuilii- f:i!iiily asiiiu^l'^ hushcl of \V!ir»:{t; that 
iJif p:iy of a rnlmul. v.niilil not p'ir<*haso oats for his horse; 
llir:i a »'!iiii,:u»ri !:r»M!;p r. nr i'xprr!rs-rlth>r, reiri'ivcd four limes 
ai« iiMi'-li ;!s ::!! Aiiu'fii* iM niVn'cr.*' — Thrv iirir«"'iK that •' unless 
a FjMM- !y :\\v\ :iiii;*li' nniijly \v:!.s pruviilod, the total dissolu- 
tion tif tli! ir lii;c u : s i';"\ iialilt?/' In addition to the in- 
f?uiTn"irnc-y of liifir p.'v :ii;d sjipport, other causes of discon- 
tent pri'viiii.-.l. Tht* <».*ii:i:i.:l idca^f a contint^'ntal army to be 
rais«-(l, p:iid. si:hsi<ii-l. :,'id rfiruhiicd, upon an iiqual and 
uniforni j»riin-i;»l:'. h:.'! hcfn in a'lrrrat measure exchanged 
for ?t:!!i* r.-i:il)Ii>hmii'.'^-. — This misi-hievous measure ori- 
ginated pMf.lv fn)".M ne:*.'"ssi*iy ; for >iate credit was not quite 
so much (Irprccii'iMl :i< j''.j'»ti!ipntid. Conij^ross, not posSess- 
inir th'' me.'iiis of s'lp'.j.-i.-iiML'' their arniv, devolved the busi- 
noss on the comp'iiPMl parts of the confederacv. Some 
stalos. from Ui'-ir internal a!»ilily, and hical advantages, furnish- 
ed tlieir iroop.s in)t only uiili cloihinji, hut with m:iny con* 
vcniences. ();!urs si;; ;;!:e.'l them wiih some necessaries, but 
on a more cDntractc-j .«•::, l.?. A few, from their pariicidar 
Bituati«)n, could do iific .;•: uotltin'r. Tlie ollicers and men, 
in Xho. routine of (^ilv. mixed dailv. and (M)mp:u'ed eircum- 
stance?;. Those VvJio !a;'.".l v.'oi-se tlian others, were dissat- 
isfied with a service v.nicji n::ule s'.jch injurious distinctions. 
From causes of tills ki.:,i, s-p.-ra-lded to a c«)nip!icalion of 
wants and siiUcrinirs, a (lisnositiou to muiinv heiraji to show 

I, • 

itself in the American aru'v. — \'erv few of lh(^ ollicers were 
rich, 'i'o make an appe;.r;uu'e sui5a!)le to their station, re- 
quired an expenditure of tlie. liltU^ all which most of them 
possessed. Tlio .'.aipplies of tlm pii!)lic were so imulequate, 
aa to compel freipient resi^rnatious. The ollicers of whole 
lines aimounced their determination to quit the service. 
The personal influence of (ieiH^ral Washinjiflon was exerted 
witli the oflicers, in preventing their adoplicm of such ruin- 
ous measures ; and with the states, to remove the causei 
which led to them. 

Soon after the surrender of the whole southern army, and 
at the moment the northern was in the greatest distress, foj 
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the necessaries of life, general Kniphausen passed from 
New York into New Jersey, with live thousand men. 
These were soon reinforced with a detachment of the victo- 
rious troops returned with sir Henry Clinton from South 
Carolina. It is difficult to discover what was the precise 
object of this expedition. Perhaps the royal commanders 
hoped to get possession of Morristown, and destroy the 
American stores. Perhaps they flattered tliemselves that 
the inhabitants, dispirited by the recent fall of Charleston, 
would submit without resistance ; and that the soldiers 
would desert to the royal standard. — Sundry movements 
took place on both sides, and also smart skirmishes, but 
without any decisive effect. At one time, Washington con- 

. jectured that the destruction of his stores was the object of 
ihe enemy ; at another, that the whole was a feint to draw 
off his attention, while they ascended the North River, from 
New York, to attack West Point. The American army was 

- stationed with a view to both objects. The security of the 
stores was attended to, and such a position taken, as would 
compel the British to fight under great disadvantages, if they 
risked a general action in order to seize them. — The Ameri- 
can general Howe, who commanded at the Highlands, was 
ordered to concentrate his force for the security of West 
Point ; and Washington, with the principal division of his 
army, took sucli a middle position, as enabled him either to 
fall back to defend his stores, or to advance for the defence 
of West Point, as circumstances might require. The first 
months of the year were spent in these desultory operations. 
The disasters in the south produced no disposition in the 
north to give up the contest : but the tardiness of congress 
and of the states ; the weakness of government, and the de- 
preciation of the money ; deprived Wasliington of all means 
of attempting any thing beyond defensive operations. 

In this state of languor, the marquis de la Fayette arrived 
from France, with assurances that a French fleet and army 
might soon be expected on the coast. This roused the Amer- 
icans from that lethargy into which they seemed to be sink- 
ing. Requisitions on the states for men and money, were 
urged with uncommon earnestness. Washington, in his ex- 
tensive correspondence throughout the United States, en- 
deavoured to stimulate the public mind to such exertions as 
tho approaching crisis required. In addition to argumeatf 

I 
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formf^rly used, he endeavoured on this occasion, by a tern* 
perate view of European politics, to convince his countrymen 
of the real danger of their independence, if they neglected 
lo profit by the advantages vtrhich they might obtain by a great 
and manly effort, in conjunction with the succours expected 
from France. — The resolutions of congress for this purpose 
were slowly executed. The quotas assigned to the several 
states, were, by their respective legislatures, apportioned on 
the several counties and towns. These divisions were again 
subdivided into classes, and each class was called upon to 
furnish a man. This predominance of state systems, over 
those which were national, was foreseen and lamented by 
the commander-in-chief. In a letter to a member of the na* 
tional legislature, he observed, " tliat, unless congress speak 
in a more decisive tone ; unless they are vested with powers 
by the several states, competent to the great purposes of the 
war, or assume them as matter of right, and they and the 
slates respectively act with more energy than hitherto they 
have done, our cause is lost. — We can no longer drudge on 
in the old way. By ill-timing the adoption of measures ; by 
delays in the execution of them, or by unwarrantable jealous* 
ies, we incur enormous expenses, and derive no benefit 
One state will comply with a requisition from congress 
another neglects to do it ; a third execute^ it by halves, ana 
all differ in the manner, the matter, or so much in point of 
time, that we are always working up hill ; and while such a 
vystem as the present one, or rather want of one, prevails, we 
never shall be unable to apply our strength or resources to any 
advantage. 

** This, my dear sir, is plain language to a member of 
congress ; but it is the language of truth and friendship. It 
is the result of long thinking, close applieation, and strict 
observation. I see one head gradually changing into thirteen ; 
I see one army branching into thirteen ; and, instead of 
looking up to congress as the supreme controlling power o( 
the United Stales, considering themselves as dependent on 
their respective states* In a word, I see the power of con-, 
gress dcQlining too fast for the consequence and respect 
which are due to them as the great representative body of 
Ajnerica, and am fearful of the consequences." 

From the embarrassments which cramped the operations 
•f Washington, a partial temporary relief was obtained from 
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private sources. When congress could command neither 
money nor credit for the subsistence of their army, the citi- 
zens of Philadelphia formed an association to procure a sup- 
ply of necessary articles for their suffering soldiers. The 
sum of three hundred thousand dollars was subscribed in a 
few days, and converted into a bank, the principal design of 
•which was to purchase provisions for the troops in the most 
prompt and efficacious manner. The advantages of this in- 
stitution were great, and particularly enhanced by the critical 
time in which it was instituted. 

The ladies of Philadelphia, about the same time, gave 
large donations for the immediate relief of the suffering sol- 
diers. These supplies, though liberal, were far short of a 
sufficiency for the army. So late as the 20th of June, Gen- 
eral Washington informed congress, that he still laboured 
iindejr the painful and humiliating embarrassment of having 
no shirts to deliver to the troops, many of whom were abso- 
lutely destitute of that necessary article ; nor were they 
much better supplied with summer overalls. " For the 
troops to be without clothing at any time, he added, is highly 
injurious to the service, and distressing to our feelings ; but 
the want will be more peculiarly mortifying when they come 
to act with those of our allies. If it be possible, I have no 
doubt immediate measures will be taken to relieve their dis- 
tress. 

•' It is also most sincerely to be wished, that there could 
he some supplies of clothing furnished to the officers. There 
are a great many whose condition is miserable. This is, in 
some instances, the case with whole lines. It would be well 
for their own sakes, and for the public good, if they could 
DC furnished. They will not be able, when our friends come 
to co-operate with us, to go on a common routine of duty ; 
and if they should, they must from their appearance be held 
in low estimation." 

The complicated arrangements for raising and supporting 
the American army which was voted for the campaign, were 
80 tardily executed, that when the summer was far advanced, 
Washington was uninformed of the force on which he might 
rely ; and of course could not fix on any certain plan of 
operations for the combined armies. In a letter to congress, 
he expressed his embarrassment in the following words : — 
^ The season is come, when we have every reason to ex 
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peet the arriral of the fleet ; and yet, for want of this point 
of primary consequence, it is impossible for me to form a 
•ystem of co-operation. — I have no basis to act upon, and <^ 
course, were this generous succour of our ally now to arrive, 
I should find myself in the most awkward, embarrassing, 
and painful situation. The general and the admiral, as so<hi 
as they approach our coast, will require of me a plan of die 
measures to be pursued, and there ought of right to be one 
prepared; but circumstanced as I am, I cannot even gi?e 
them conjectures. From these considerations, I yestei^y 
suggested to the committee the indispensable necessity ol 
their writing again to the states, urging them to give imme- 
diate and precise information of the measures they have 
taken ; and of the result. — The interest of the states ; the 
honour and reputation of our councils ; the justice and grati- 
tude due to our allies ; all require that I should, without de- 
lay, be enabled to ascertain and inform them what we can or 
cannot undertake. There is a point which ought now to be 
determined, on the success of which all our future operations 
may depend ; on which, for want of knowing our prospects, 
I can make no decision. For fear of involving the fleet and 
army of our allies in circumstances which would expose 
them, if not seconded by us, to material inconvenience and 
hazard, I shall be compelled to suspend it, and the delay 
may be fatal to our hopes." 

In this state of uncertainty, Washington meditated by 
night and day on the various contingencies which were pro- 
bable. He revolved the possible situations in which the con* 
tending armies might be placed, and endeavoured to prepare 
for every plan of combined operations which future events 
might render advisable. 

On the 10th of July, the expected French fleet and army 
appeared on the coast of Rhode Island. The former con- 
sisted of seven sail of the line, five frigates, and five smaller 
vessels ; the latter, of six thousand men. The chevalier Ter- 
ney and count Rochambeau, who commanded the fleet and 
army, immediately transmittted to General Washington an ac« 
count of their arrival, of their strength, their expectations, and 
orders. — At that time, not more than one thousand men had 
joined the American army. A conamander of no more than com- 
pion firmness would have resigned his commission in disgust, 
for want of support from ]ii8 country. Very diflerent waa tht 
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line of conduct adopted by Washington. Trusting that the 
promised support would be forwarded with all possible des- 
patch, he sent to the French commanders, by the marquia 
de la Fayette, definite proposals for commencing the siege of 
New York. — Of this, he gave infovinalioxi to congress, in a 
letter, in the following wo^dr, ; *' Pressed on all sides by a 
choice of difficulties, in a r,-.. ":)t which required decision, 
I have adopted that line t'f ''u, .'t which comported with 
the dignity and faith of '^''miiuos, ihe reputation of these 
states, and the honour of ova- ai ins. I have sent on definitive 
proposals of co-operation to the French general and admiral. 
Neither the period of the season, nor a regard to decency, 
would permit delay. The die is cast ; and it remains with 
the states, either to fulfil their engagements, preserve their 
credit, and support their independence, or to involve us in 
disgrace and defeat. — Notwithstanding the failures pointed 
out by the committee, I shall proceed on the supposition that 
tliey will ultimately consult their own interest and honour, 
and not suffer us to fail for the want of means, which it is 
evidently in their power to aflTord. What has been done, 
and is doing by some of the states, confirms the opinion I 
have entertained of sufficient resources in the country. Of 
the disposition of the people to submit to any arrangement 
for bringing them forth, I see no reasonable ground to doubt. 
If we fail for want of proper exertions in any of the govern-^ 
ment?, 1 trust the responsibility will fall where it ought, and 
that I shall stand justified to congress, my country, and the 
world." 

The fifth of the next month, August, was named as the day 
when the French troops should embark ; and the American 
army aissembled at Morrisania, for the purpose of commen* 
cing their combined operations. Very soon after the arrival 
of the French fleet, admiral Greaves reinforced the British 
naval force in the harbour of New York, with six ships of 
tlie line. Hitherto, the French had a naval superiority. 
Without it, all prospects of success in tlie proposed attack on 
Js'ew York was visionary, but this being suddenly and unex- 
pectedly reversed, the plan for combined operations became 
eventual. — The British admiral having now the superiority, 
j)roceeded to Rhode Island, to attack the French, He soon 
discovered, that they were perfectly secure from any attack 
\|/ sea. Sir Henry Clinton, who had returned in the ^re* 

1 2 



108 THE LIFE OF 

cedinf^ month with his victorious troops from Charleston, 
embarked about eight thousand of his best men, and proceed- 
ed as far as Huntingdon Bay, on Long Island, with the ap- 
parent design of concurring with the British fleet in attack- 
ing the French force at Rhode Island. When this movement 
occurred, Washington set his army in motion, and proceeded 
to Pcekskill. Had sir Henry Clinton prosecuted what ap- 
peared to be his design, W:ishington intended to attack New 
York ill his absence. Preparations were made for this pur- 
pose, but sir Henry Clinton instantly turned about from 
Huntingdon Bay towards New York. 

In the mean lime, the French fleet and army being blocked 
up at Rhode Island, were prevented from co-operating with 
the Americans. Hopes were nevertheless indulged, that, by 
the arrival of another fleet of his most Christian Majesty, 
then in the West Indies, under the command of count de 
Guichen, the superiority would be so much in favour of the 
allies, as to enable them to prosecute their original intention 
of attacking New York. When the expectations of the 
Americans were raised to the highest pitch, and wlien they 
were in great forwardness of preparation to act in concert 
with their allies, inlelligeiice arrived, that count de Guichen 
had sailed for France. This disappointment was extremely 
mortifying. 

Washington still adhered to his purpose of attacking New 
York, at some future and more favourable period. On this 
subject, he corresponded with the French commanders, and 
had a personal interview with them, on the twenty-lirst of 
Septcnibor, at Hartford. The arrival of admiral Rodney on 
the American coast, a short time afterwards, with eleven ships 
of the line, disconcerted, for that season, all the plans of the 
allies. — Washington felt, witli intinite regret, a succession of 
abortive projects througliout the campaign of 1780. In that 
year, and not before, he had indulged the hope of happily ter- 
minating the war. In a letter to a friend, he wrote as fol- 
lows ; " We are now drawing to a close an inactive cam- 
paign, the beginning of which appeared pregnant with events 
of a very favourable complexion. I hoped, but 1 hoped in 
vain, that a prospect was opening, which would enable me 
to fix a period to my military pursuits, and restore me to do- 
mestic life. — The favourable disposition of Spain; the pro- 
mised succour from France ; ihc eombiw^d force in. the West 
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Indies ; the declaration of Russia, acceded to by other pow- 
ers of Europe, humiliatiug the naval pride and power of 
Great Britain ; the superiority of France and Spain by sea, 
in Europe ; the Irish claims, and English disturbances ; form- 
ed, in the aggregate, an opinion in my breast, which is not 
very susceptible of peaceful dreams, that the Hour of deliver- 
ance was not far distant ; for that, however unwilling Great 
Britain might be to yield the point, it would not be in her 
power to continue the contest. — But alas ! these prospects, 
flattering as they were, have proved delusory ; and I see 
nothing before us but accumulating distress. We have been 
half of our time without provisions, and are likely to con- 
tinue so. We have no magazines, nor money to form them. 
We have lived upon expedients, until we can live no longer. 
In a word, the history of the war is a history of false hopes 
and temporary devices, instead of system and economy. It 
is in vain, however, to look back, nor is it our business to 
do so. Our case is not desperate, if virtue exists in the peo- 
ple, and there is wisdom among our rulers. But to suppose 
that this great revolution can be accomplished by a tempo- 
rary army ; that this army will be subsisted by state sup- 
plies ; and that taxation alone is adequate to Our wants, is, in 
my opinion, absurd." 



CHAPTER VIIL 

CAMPAIGN OF 1781. 



TTie Pennsylvania line mutinies. The Neiv Jersey troops 
follow their example, but are quelled by decifiive m>ech 
sures. General Washington commences a ml/iai^ Jour^ 
nal, delailijig the wants and distresses of Ill's a. my, h 
invited to the defence of his native state, Vtrii;iina, biU 
declines, Ecprimands the manager of his prlvafe estate 
for furnishing the enemy with svppUcs, to prevent th$ 
deatruclion of his property. Extinguishes the incipiefit 
flames of a civil war, respecting the independence of th$ 
state of Vermont. Flans a combined opcrafion against 
the British, and deputes lieutenant-colonel John jAturens 
to solicit the co-operation of the French, The combined 
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forces of both nations rendezvous in the Chesapeake^ and 
take lord Cornical/is and his army prisoners of war. 
Jf'ashinf^fofi returns to the vicinity of New Fork, (£nd 
urges the necessity of preparing for a new campaign. 

The year 1780 ended in tlie northern states wiih disap- 
pointment, and the year 1781 commenced with mutiny. In 
the ni<riit of the first of January, about thirteen hundred of 
the Pennsylvania line paraded under arms, at tlieir encamp- 
ment near Morristown, avowing a determination to march to 
tlie seat of congress, and obtain a redress of their grievances, 
without vvliich they would serve no longer. The exertions 
of general Wayne, and the other ofiicers, to quell the muti- 
iiy, were in vain. The whole body marched off, with six 
field-pieces, towards Princeton. — They stated their demands 
in writing, which were, a discharge to all who had served 
three years ; an immediate payment of all that was due to 
tliem ; and future pay in real money to all who remained in 
tlie service. Their oflicers, a committee of congress, and & 
deputation from the executive council of Pennsylvania, en- 
deavoured to efi'ect an accommodation ; but the mutineers re- 
solutely refused all terms, of which a redress of their grie- 
vances wjis not the foundation. 

To their demands, as founded in justice, the civil authori- 
ty of Pennsylvania substantially yielded. Intelligence of thia 
mutiny was communicated to General Washington, at New 
Windsor, before any accommodation had been effected. 
Thougli he had long been accustomed to decide in hazardous 
and dilHcult situations, yet it was no easy matter, in this deli- 
cate crisis, to determine on the most proper course. — His 
personal influence had several times extingui^shed rising mu- 
tinies. The first scheme that presented iti^eif, was, to re- 
pair to the camp of the mutineers, and try to recall them to 
a sense of their duty ; but on mature reflection this was aban- 
doned. He well know that their claims were founded in 
justice, hut he could not reconcile himself to wound the dis- 
cijiline of his army, hy yielding to their demands, while thej 
were in open revolt with arms in their hands. He viewed 
the subject in all its relations, and was well apprised that the 
j)rincij>al grounds of discontent were not peculiar to the Penn- 
sylvania line, but common to all his troops. 

li* force were requisite, he had none to spare, without hax* 
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tiding West Point. If concessions were unavoidable, they 
had better be made by any person than the commander-in- 
chief. After that due deliberation, always given by him to 
matters of importance, he determined against a personal in* 
terference, and to leave the whole to the civil authorities, 
which had already discussed it, but at the same time he pre- 
pared for those measures which would become necessary if 
no accommodation were effected. This resolution was com- 
municated to general Wayne, with a caution to regard the 
situation of the other lines of the army in any concessions 
which might be made, and with a recommendation to draw 
the mutineers over the Delaware, with a view to increase the 
difficulty of communicating with the enemy in New York. 

The dangerous policy of yielding even to .the just demands 
of soldiers with arms in their hands, soon became apparent. 
The success of the Pennsylvania line induced a part of that 
of New Jersey to hope for similar advantages, from similar 
conduct. A part of the New Jersey brigade rose in arms, 
and, making the same claims which had been yielded to the 
Pennsylvanians, marched to Chatham. Washington, who 
was far from being pleased with the issue of the mutiny in the 
Pennsylvania line, determined, by strong measures to stop 
the progress of a spirit which was destructive to all hie 
hopes. General Howe, with a detachment of the eastern 
troops, was immediately ordered to march against the muti- 
neers, and instructed to make no terms with them, while 
they were in a state of resistance ; and on their surrender to 
seize a few of the most active leaders, and to execute them 
immediately, in the presence of their associates. These or- 
ders were obeyed ; two of the ringleaders were shot, and tlui 
survivors returned to their duty 

Though Washington adopted these decisive measgres, yet 
no man was more sensible of the merits and sufferings of hie 
army, and none more active and zealous in procuring them 
justice. He endeavoured to make the late events profitable, 
by writing circular letters to the states, urging them to pre- 
vent all future causes of discontent, by fulfilling their engage- 
ments with their respective lines. Some good effects were 
produced, but only temporary, and far short of the weU 
founded claims of the army. Their wants with respect to 
provisions, were only partially supplied, and by expedients, 
urom one short time to anot)ier. The most usual was orders 
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in^ an officer to seize on provisions, wherever found. 
This differed from robbing, only in its being done by author- 
ity for the public service, and in the officer being always di- 
rected to give the proprietor a certificate of the quantity and 
quality of what was taken from him. — At first, sonie reliance 
was placed on these certificates, as vouchers, to support a 
future demand on the United States ; but they soon became 
so common, as to be of little value. Recourse was so fre- 
quently had to coercion, both legislative and military, that 
the people not only lost confidence in public credit, but be- 
came impatient under all exertions of authority for forcing 
their property from them.— About this time. General Washing- 
ton was obliged to apply nine thousand dollars sent by the state 
of Massachusetts for the payment of her troops, to the use of 
the quarter master's department, to enable him to transport 
provisions from the adjacent states. Before he consented to 
adopt this expedient, he had consumed every ounce of pro- 
vision which had been kept as a reserve in the garrison of 
West Point, and had strained impressment by military force 
.0 so great an extent, that there was reason to apprehend that 
"the inhabitants, irritated by so frequent calls, would proceed 
to dangerous insurrections. — Fort Schuyler, West Point, and 
the other posts on the North River, were on the point of be- 
ing abandoned by their starving garrisons. At this period 
there was little or no circulating medium^ either in the form 
jf paper or specie ; and in the neighbourhood of the Ameri- 
can army, there was a pressing want of necessary provi- 
sions. The deficiency of the former occasioned many in- 
conveniences, but the insufficiency of the latter, had nearly 
dissolved the army, and laid the country, in every direction, 
open to British excursions. 

On the first of May, 1781, General Washington com- 
menced a military journal. The following statement is ex- 
tracted from it. " I begin at this epocli a concise journal of 
military transactions, &c. I lament not having attempted it 
from the commencement of the war, in aid of my memory ; 
and wish the multiplicity of matter which continually sur- 
rounds me, and the embarrassed state of our affairs, which ib 
momentarily calling the attention to perplexities of one kind 
or another, may not defeat altogether, or so interrupt my 
present intention and plan, as to render it of little avail. 

^' To have the clearer understanding of the entries which 
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flMty follow, it would be proper to recite in detail our wanta 
and our prospects ; but this alone would be a work of much 
time and great magnitude. It may suffice to give the sum 
of them, which i shall do in few words, viz. 

" Instead of having magazines filled with provisions, w« 
have a scanty pittance scattered here and there in the distant 
states. Instead of having our arsenals well supplied wjth 
military stores, they are poorly provided, and the workmen 
all leaving them. Instead of having the various articles of 
field equipage in readiness, the quarter master general is but 
now applying to the several states to provide these things fot 
their troops respectively. Instead of having a regular sys- 
tem of transportation established upon credit, or funds in the 
quarter master* s hands to defray the contingent expenses 
thereof, we have neither the one nor the other, ^nd all that 
business, or a great part of it, being done by impressment, 
we are daily and hourly oppressing the people, souring their 
tempers, and alienating their affections. — Instead of having 
the regiments completed agreeably to the requisitions of coiV' 
gress, scarcely any state in the union has at this hour one 
eighth part of its quota in the field, and there is little pros- 
pect of ever getting more than half. In a word, instead of 
having any thing in readiness to take the field, we have no- 
thing ; and instead of having the prospect of a glorious of- 
fensive campaign before us, we have a bewildered and 
gloomy prospect of a defensive one ; unless we should re- 
ceive a powerful aid of ships, troops, and money, from out 
generous allies, and these at present are too contingent to 
build upon." 

While the Americans were sufifering the complicated ca- 
lamities which introduced the year 1781, their adversaries 
were carrying on against them the most extensive plan of 
operations that had yet been attempted. It had often been 
objected to the British commanders, that they had not con- 
ducted the war in the manner most likely to effect the sub- 
jugation of the revolted provinces. Military critics found 
fault with them for keeping a large army idle at New York, 
which they said, if properly applied, would have been su^ 
ficient to make successful impressions at one and the sama 
time on several of the states. — ^I'he British seem to have 
ealculated the campaign of 1781, with a view to make an 
experiment of the comparative merit of this mode of coof' 
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ducting miliiury operations. The war rared in that year 
not only in tlic vicinity of the British head-quarters at New 
York, hut in Georjjia, South Carolina, North Carolina, and 
Virginia. 

In this extensive warfare, Wasliington could have no im- 
mediate a;rency in tlie souihcrn department. His advice, in 
cqjrrcsponding with the ofliccrs commanding in Virginia, the 
Carolinas, and Ccorgia. was freely and beneficially given; 
and as lar^e detachments sent to their aid as could be spared, 
consistently with the security of West Point. In conduct- 
ing the war, his invariable maxim was, to suffer the devastap 
tion of property, rather than hazard great and essential ob- 
jects for its preservation. While the war raged in Virginia, 
the governor, its representatives in congress, and other in- 
fluential citizens, urged his return to the defence of his na- 
tive state. — But, considering America as his country, and the 
general safety as his object, he dceoied it of more importance 
to remain on the Hudson ; there, lie was not only securing 
the most important post in the United States, but concerting 
a grand plan of combined operations, which, as shall soon be 
related, not only delivered Virginia, but all the states, from 
the calamities of war. 

In Washington's disregard of property, when in competi- 
tion with national ol>jects, he was in no respect partial to his 
own. While the British were in the Potomac, they sent a 
flag on shore to Mount Vernon, his private estate, requiring 
a supply of fresh provisions. Refusals of such demands, 
were often followed by burning the houses and other pro- 
perty near the river. To prevent this catastrophe, the person 
entrusted with the management of the estate, went on board 
with the flag, and carrying a supply of provisions, requested 
that the buildings and improvements might be spared. — For 
this, he received a severe reprimand in a letter to him, in 
which the general observed: "It would have been a less 
painful circumstance to me to have heard, that, in conse- 
quence of your non-compliance with the request of the British, 
tiiey had burnt Hiy house, and laid my plantations in ruins. 
You ought to have considered yourself as my representative, 
and should have reflected on the bad example of communicating 
with the enemy, and making a voluntary ofler of refreshmeat 
to them, with a view to prevent a conflagration." 

To the other diflicultiee with which Washington had Xo 



f«- 



GEORGE WASHINGTON. 109 

eontend in the preceding years of the war, a new one was 
ibout this time added. While the whole force at his disposal 
was unequal to the defence of the country, against the com- 
mon enemy, a civil war was on the point of breaking out 
amongst his fellow-citizens. The claims of the inhabitants 
of Vermont, to be a separate and independent state ; and the 
claim of the state of New York, to their country, as within 
its chartered limits, together with open offers from the royal 
commanders, to establish and defend Vermont as a British 
province, produced a serious crisis, which called for the in- 
tsrference of the American chief. — This was the more ne- 
cessary, as the governments of New York and Vermont were 
both resolved on exercising a jurisdiction over the same peo- 
ple, and the same territory. Congress, wishing to compro- 
mise the controversy on middle ground, resolved, in Au- 
gust 1781, to accede to the independence of Vermont, on 
certain conditions, and within certain specified limits, which 
they supposed would satisfy both parties. Contrary to their 
expectations, this mediatorial act of the national legislature 
was rejected by Vermont, and yet was so disagreeable to the 
legislature of New York,, as to draw from them a spirited 
protest against it.— Vermont complained that congress in- 
terfered in their internal police ; New York viewed the re- 
volution as a virtual dismemberment of their state, which was 
a constituent part of the confederacy. Washington, anxious 
for the peace of the union, sent a message to Mr. Chittenden, 
governor of Vermont, desiring to know what were the real 
designs, views, and intentions, of the people of Vermont; 
whether they would be satisfied with the independence pro- 
posed by congress, or had it seriously in contemplation to 
join with the enemy, and become a British province." — The 
governor returned an unequivocal answer ; ** that there were 
no people on the continent more attached to the cause of 
America than the people of Vermont; but they were fuUy 
determined not to be put under the government of New 
York ; that they would oppose this by force of arms, and 
would join with the British in Canada, rather than submit 
to that government." — While both states were dissatisfied 
with congress, and their animosities, from increasing vio- 
lence and irritation, became daily more alarming, Wash- 
ington, aware of the extremes to which all parties were 
tending, returned an answer to governor Chittenden, in which 
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were these expressions : ** It is not my business, neither do 
I think it necessary, now to discuss the origin of a right of 
a number of tlie inhabitants to that tract of country, formerly 
distinguished by the name of the New Hampshire Grants, 
and now known by that of Vermont. — I will take it for 
granted, that their right was good, because congress, by their 
tesolve of the 7th August, imply it, and by that of the 2l8t 
are willing fully to confirm it, provided the new state is con- 
fined to certain described bounds. It appears therefore to 
me, that the dispute of the boundary is the only one that 
exists, and that being removed, all other difficulties ivould be 
removed also, and the matter terminated to the satisfaction 
of all parties. — You have nothing to do but to withdraw 
your jurisdiction to the confines of your own limits, and 
obtain an acknowledgment of independence aiid sovereignty, 
under the resolve of the 2 1st of August, for so much territory 
as does not interfere with the ancient established bounds of 
New York, New Hampshire, and Massachusetts. In my 
private opinion, while it behoves the delegates to do ample 
justice to a body of people sufficiently respectable by their 
numbers, and entitled by other claims to be admitted into 
that confederation, it becomes them also to Attend to the in- 
terests of their constituents, and see, that under the appear- 
ance of justice to one, they do not materially injure the rights 
of others. I am apt to think this the prevailing opinion of 
congress." 

The impartiality, moderation, and good sense, of this let- 
ter, together with a full conviction of the disinterested pa- 
triotism of the writer, caused a revolution in the minds of the 
legislature of Vermont, and they accepted the propositionar 
of congress, though they had rejected them four months be- 
fore. A truce amongst the contending parties followed, and 
the storm blew over. Thus, the personal influence of one 
man, derived from his pre-eminent virtues and meritorious 
services, extinguished the sparks of civil discord, at the time 
they were kindling into flame.* 

Though in conducting the American war. General Wash- 
ington often acted on the Fabian system, by evacuating, re- 

♦ For more particulars, see Williams' History of Vermont ; a work, whiclw 

for its siiperior merit, deserves a place in every library. If the auUior had 

been a European, this would probably have been the case, soon after his ej> 

fightened, philosophical history had crossed the Atlantic, aiid mad« its 8ppe«» 

. M1C9 in the Uoited States. 
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treating, and avoiding decisive engagements, yet this was- 
much more the result of necessity than of choice. His uni- 
form opinion was in favour of energetic offensive operations, 
as the most effectual means of bringing the war to a termina- 
tion. On this principle, he planned attacks in almost every 
year, on some of the British armies or strong posts in the 
United States. He endeavoured, from year to year, to stimu- 
late the public mind to some great operation ; but was never 
properly supported. — In the year 1778, 1770, and 1780, the 
projected combined operations with the French, as has been 
related, entirely miscarried. The idea of ending the war by 
some decisive military exploit, continually occupied his ac- 
tive mind. To ensure success, a naval superiority on the 
coast, and a loan of money, were indispensably necessary. 
The last was particularly requisite in the year 1781 ; for the 
resources of the United States, were then so reduced, as to 
be unequal to the support of their army, or even to the trans- 
portation of it to any distant scene of action. — To obtain 
these necessary aids, it was determined to send an envoy ex- 
traordinary to the court of Versailles. Lieutenant colonel 
John Laurens was selected for this purpose. He was in 
every respect qualified for the important mission. " In ad- 
dition to the most engaging personal address, his connexion 
with the commander-in-chief, as one of his aids-de-camp, 
gave him an opportunity of being intimately acquainted with 
the military resources and weaknesses of his country. — 
These were also particularly detailed in the form of a letter 
to him from General Washington. This was written when 
the Pennsylvania line was in open revolt. Amongst other 
interesting matters, it stated, "That the efforts already 
made by the United States, exceeded the natural ability of 
the country, and that any revenue they were capable of 
making, would leave a large surplus to be supplied by credit ; 
that experience had proved the impossibility of supporting a 
paper system without funds, and that domestic loans could 
not be effected, because there were few men of monied capi- 
tal in the United States ; that from necessity, recourse had 
been had to military impressments for supporting the army, 
which, if continued longer, or urged farther, would probably 
disgust the people, and bring round a revolution of public 
ientiment : 
^' That the relief procured by these violent means was m 
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inadequate, that the patience of the anny was exhausted, and 
their discontents had broken out in serious and alarming 
mutinies ; that the relief necessary was not within the power 
of the United States ; and that from a view of all circum- 
stances, a loan of money was absolutely necessary, for re- 
viving public credit, and giving vigour to future operations." 
It was further stated, »* that next to a loan of money, a 
French naval superiority in the American seas was of so 
much importance, that, without it, nothing decisive could be 
undertaken against the British, who were in the greatest 
force on and near the coasts." 

The future means possessed by the United States, to re- 
pay any loan that might be made, were particularly stated ; 
and also that " there was still a fund of resource and incli- 
nation in the country equal to great exertions, provided that 
a liberal supply of money would furnish the means of stop- 
ping the progress of disgust which resulted from the unpopu- 
lar mode of supplying the army by requisition and impress- 
ment." 

So interesting a statement, sanctioned by the American 
chief, and enforced by the address of colonel Laurens, direct- 
ly from the scene of action, and the influence of Dr. Frank- 
lin, who, for the five preceding years, had been minister 
plenipotentiary from the United States to the court of Ver- 
sailles, produced the desired effect. His most Christian 
majesty gave his American allies a subsidy of six millions 
of livres, and became their security for ten millions more, 
borrowed for their use in the United Netherlands. A naval 
co-operation was promised, and a conjunct expedition against 
their common foes projected. 

The American war was now so far involved in the conse- 
quences of naval operations, tliat a superior French fleet 
seemed to be the hinge on which it was likely soon to take a 
favourable turn. The British army being distributed in the 
different sea-ports of the United States, any division of it, 
blocked up by a French fleet, could not long resist the su- 
perior combined force which might be brought to operate 
against it. The marquis de Castries, who directed the ma- 
rine of France, with great precision calculated the naval 
force which the British could concentrate on the coast of the 
United States, and disposed his own in such a manner as in- 
sured him a superiority. — In conformity with these princi- 
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pies, and m subserviency to the design of the campaign, M 
de Grasse sailed in March, 1781, from Brest, with twenty- 
five sail of the line, several thousand land forces, and a 
large convoy, aniounting to more than two hundred ships, 
A small part of this force was destined for the East Indies, 
but M. de Grasse, with ^e greater part, sailed for Marti« 
nique. 

The British fleet then in the West Indies had been pre- 
wously weakened, by the departure of a squadron for the 
protection of the ships employed in carrying to England the 
booty w:hich had been taken at St. Eustatius. The British 
admirals, Hood and Drake, were detached to intercept the 
outward-bound French fleet, commanded by M. de Grasse ; 
but a junction between his force and eight ships of the line, 
and one of fifty guns, which were previously at Martinique 
and St. Domingo, was nevertheless -efiected. By this com» 
bination of fresh ships from Europe, with the French fleet 
previously in the West Indies, they had a decided superiori* 
ty. — M. de Grasse having finished his business in the West 
Indies, sailed, in the beginning of August, with a prodigious 
convoy. After seeing this out of danger, he directed his 
course to the Chesapeake, and arrived there on the thirticith 
of the same month. Five days before his arrival in the 
Chesapeake, the French fleet in Rhode Island sailed for the 
same place. These fleets, notwithstanding their original 
distance from the scene of action, arid from each other, co- 
incided in their operations in an extraordinary manner, far 
beyond the reach of military calculation. They all tended 
to one object, and at one and the same time; and that object 
was neither" known nor suspected by the British, till the 
proper season for counter-action was elapsed. 

This coincidence of favourable circumstances, extended to 
the marches of the American and French land forces. The 
plan of operations had been so well digested, and was so 
faithfully executed by the different commanders, that Gene- 
ral Washington and count Rochambeau had passed the British 
liead-quarters in New York, and were considerably advanced 
on their way to Yorktown, before the count de Grasse had 
reached the American coast. This wa»efleeted in the fol- 
lowing manner: Monsieur de Barras, appointed to the com- 
mand of the French squadron at Newport, arrived at Boston 
with despatches for count de RoehambeaOi-— An inter\'iev 
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soon afterwards took place at Weathersfield, beiween gene- 
rals Washington, Knox, and du Portail, on the part of the 
Americans, and count de Rochambeau and the chevalier 
Chestelleux, on the part of the French. At this interview, 
an eventual plan of the whole campaign was fixed. This 
was to lay siege to New York, in concert with a French 
fleet, which was to arrive on the coast in the month of Au- 
gust. It was agreed, that the French troops should march to- 
wards the North River. Letters were addressed by General 
Washington to the executive officers of New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New Jersey, requiring them 
to fill up their battalions, and to have their quotas of six 
thousand two hundred militia in readiness within a week of 
the time when they might be demanded* — Conformably to 
these outlines of the campaign, the French troops marched 
from Rhode Island in June, and early in the following month 
joined the American army. At the same time, Washington 
marched his army from their winter encampment near Peek' 
skill, to the vicininty of Kingsbridge. General Lincoln 
descended the North River with a detachment in boats, and 
took possession of the ground where Fort Independence 
formerly stood. An attack was made upon him, but was 
soon discontinued. Tlie British about this time retired with 
almost the whole of their force to York Island. — Washington 
hoped to be able to commence operations against New York 
about the middle, or at furthest, the latter end of July. Flat- 
bottomed boats, sufficient to transport five thousand men, 
were built near Albany, and brought down the North River 
to the neighbourhood of the American army before New 
York. Ovens were erected opposite to Staten Island, for 
the use of tlie French troops. Every movement introduct- 
ory to the commencement of the siege, was made. — To the 
great mortification of Washington, he found himself, on the 
2d of August, only a few hundreds stronger than on the day 
his army first moved from their winter-quarters. — To have 
fixed on a plan of operations with a foreign officer, at the 
head of a respectable force ; to have brought that force from 
a considerable distance, in confident expectation of reinforce- 
ments sufficiently 4arge to commence effective operations 
against the common enemy ; and at the same tiijie to have 
engagements in behalf of the states violated in direct oppo- 
ulion to their own interests, and in a manner derogatory to 
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his personal honour ; was enough to excite jstoims and tem- 
pests in any mind, less calm than that of General Washing- 
ton. He bore this hard trial with his usual magnanimity, 
and contented himself with repeating his requisitions to the 
states, and at the same time urged them, by every tie, to 
enable him to fulfil engagements entered into on their ac- 
count with the commander of the French troops. 

That tardiness, which at other times had brought the 
Americans near the brink of ruin, was now the accidental 
cause of real service. Had they sent forward their recruits 
for the regular army, and their quotas of militia, as was ex- 
pected, the siege of New York would have commenced in 
the latter end of July, or early in August. While the season 
was wasting away in expectation of these reinforcements, 
lord Cornwallis, as has been mentioned, fixed himself near 
the Capes of Virginia. His situation there ; the arrival of a 
reinforcement of three thousand Germans from Europe at 
New York ; the superior strength of their garrison ; the fail- 
ure of the states in filling up their battalions and embodying 
their militia; and especially recent intelligence from count 
de Grasse,, that his destination was fixed to the Chesapeake ; 
concurred, about the middle of August, to make a total changw 
in the plan of the campaign. 

The appearance of an intention to attack New York, was 
nevertheless continued. While this deception was played 
off, the allied army crossed the North River, and passed on, 
by the way of Philadelphia, through the intermediate coun- 
try to Yorktown. An attempt to reduce the British force in 
Virginia, promised success with more expedition, and the se- 
curity of an object of nearly equal importance with the reducv 
tion of New York. 

While the attack upon New York was in serious conten>- 
plation, a letter from General Washington, detailing the par- 
ticulars of the intended operations of the campaign, being in- 
tercepted, fell into the hands of sir Henry Clinton. After 
the plan was changed, the royal commander was so much un- 
. der the impression of the intelligence contained in the inter- 
cepted letter, that he believed every movement towards Vir- 
ginia to be a feint, calculated to draw oflT his attention from 
the defence of New York. — Under the influence of this opin- 
ion, he bent his whole force to strengthen that post ; and «u^ 
fered the American and French armies to pass him withou 
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molestation. When the best opportunity for striking at them 
was elapsed, then, for the first time, he was induced to be- 
lieve, that the aUies had fixed on Virginia for the theatre of 
tlieir combined operations. As truth may be made to an- 
swer the purposes of deception, so no feint of attacking 
New York could have been more successful than the real 
intention. 

In the latter end of August, the American army began its 
march to Virginia, from the neighbourhood of New York. 
Washington had advanced as far as Chester, before he re- 
ceived the news of the arrival of the fleet commanded by M, 
de Grasse. The French troops marched at the same time, 
and for the same place. General Washington and count 
Rochambeau, with generals Chastelleux, du Portail, and 
Knox, proceeded to visit count de Grasse, on board his ship, 
the Ville de Paris, and agreed on a plan of operations. 

The count afterwards wrote to Washington, that, " in case 
a British fleet appeared, he conceived that he ought to go out 
and meet them at sea, instead of risking an engagement in a 
confined situation." This alarmed the general. He sent 
the marquis de la Fayette with a letter to dissuade him from 
the dangerous measure. This letter, and the persuasions of 
the marquis, had the desired efiect. 

The combined forces proceeded on their way to Yorktown, 
partly by land, and partly down the Chesapeake. The whole, 
together with a body of Virginia militia, under the command 
of general Nelson, rendezvouzed at Williarftsburg, on the 
25th of September, and in five days afterwards moved down 
to tlie investiture of Yorktown. The French fleet at the 
same time moved to the moujh of York river, and took s^ po- 
sition calculated to prevent lord Cornwallis either from re- 
treating, or receiving succour by water. — Previously to the 
inarch from Williamsburg to Yorktown, AVashington gave out 
ill general orders, as follows : "If the enemy should be 
tempted to meet the army on its march, the general particu- 
hirly enjoins the troops to place their principal reliance on 
the bayonet, that they may prove the vanity of the boast 
which the British make of their particular prowess in decid- 
ing battles with that weapon." 

The works erected for tlie security of Yorktown on the 
right, were redoubts and batteries, with a line of stockade in 
the rear. A marshy ravine lay in front of the right, over 
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which was placed a large redoubt. The morass extended 
along the centre, which was defended by a line of stockade, 
and by batteries. On the left of the centre, was a homwork 
with a ditch, a row of frise, and an abatis. Two redoubts 
were advanced before the left. The combined forces ad- 
vanced, and took possession of the ground from which the 
British had retired. About this time, the legion cavalry and 
mounted infantry passed over the river to Gloucester. General 
de Choisy invested the British post on that side, so fully, as to 
cut off all communication between it and the country.— In 
the mean time, the royal army was straining every nerve to 
strengthen their works ; and their artillery was constantly 
employed in impeding the operations of the combined army. 
On the ninth and tenth of October, the Americans and French 
opened their batteries. They kept up a brisk and well di- 
rected fire from heavy cannon, from mortars and howitzers. 
The shells of the besiegers reached the ships in the harbour-, 
the Charon of forty-four guns, and a transport ship, were 
burned. The besiegers commenced their second parallel 
two hundred yards from the works of the besigged.— 
Two redoubts which were advanced on the left of the 
British, greatly impeded the progress of the combined 
armies. It was, therefore, proposed to carry them by storm. 
To excite a spirit of emulation, the reduction of the one was 
committed to the French ; of the other, to the Americans. 
The assailants marched to the assault with unloaded arms ; 
having passed the abatis and palisades, they attacked on all 
sides, aud carried the redoubt in a few minutes, with the loss 
of eight men killed, and twenty-eight wounded. 

The French were equally successful on their part. They 
carried the redoubt assigned to them with rapidity, but lost 
a considerable number of men. These two redoubts were 
included in the second parallel, and facilitated the subsequent 
operations of the besiegers. 

By this time, the batteries of the besiegers were covered 
with nearly a hundred pieces of heavy ordnance, and the 
works of the besieged were so damaged, that they could 
scarcely show a single gun. Lord Cornwallis had now no 
hope left, but from offering terms of capitulation, or attempt- 
ing an escape. He determined on the latter. This, though 
less practicable than when first proposed, was not altogether 
bopeless. Boats were prepared to receive the troops in tl^Q 
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nii^hu and transport ihcm to Gloucester point. After one 
cml»:srk:iiion liiul crossed, a viultMit storm of wind and rain 
dis|-( TM-d {Ik; buals, and frustrated the whole scheme. — ^The 
royal army, llius weakened hy division, was exposed to in- 
creusdi daniror. Orders were sent to those who had passec^ 
to reeross ili(> river to Vorkinwii. With the failure of this 
Behrnie, the last ho])e of the JJritish army expired. Longer 
resi>i:!iK'e «*oul(l :in.*>wer no irood purpose, and mi<rht occasion 
the hsss of many valuable lives. Lord Cornwallis therefore 
\fru*" a hller t«j (ii-neral \Va>hin£ft(m, requesting a cessation 
of arms fur twenty-lour hours ; and also, that commissioners 
miiiht he appoiniid to (Hl^csi terms of capitulation.— -This 
was a^r^e?! to, and in eonsequcnce, the posts of York and 
(i!ni;cester were surrendered on certain stipulations; the 
priji(i[)al of wlii« h were as folUiws: "The troops to be pri- 
honirs (if war to eonirress, and the naval force to France ; 
the olljecrs to retain their side-arms and private property of 
every kind, but every tliiuir obviously belonging to the inha- 
bitants of the United Stj.ies, to be subject to be reclaimed , 
the soi(li(jrs to be kept in Vir^iiiia, Maryland, and Pennsyl- 
vania, and to be suj)plicd with the same rations as are allow- 
ed to soldiers in the service of eonp'ess; a proportion of the 
olHeers to march into the country Milli the prisoners, the rest 
t») be allowed to proceed on parole to Euro])e, to New York, 
or to any other American mariiime post in possession of the 
British.'*' 

The honour of marching out with colours flyinsr, which 
had b(!en refused to general Lincoln on his surrendering 
Charleston, was now refused to earl Cornwallis ; and gene- 
ral Jiiiicoln was appointed to receive the submission of the 
royal army at Yorktown, i)recir.ely in tlie same way in 
which his own had been conducted about eighteen months 
before. 

Tiie regular troops of America and France, employed in 
tliis siege, consisted of about live thousand live hundred of 
the former, and seven thousand of the latter, and they wero 
assisted by about four thousand militia. On tljc part of the 
combined army, about three hundred were killed or wound- 
ed. On the part of the British, about five hundred and se- 
venty were taken in the redoubts, which were carried by as- 
sault on the 14th of October. 'J'he troops of every kind that 
•iirrendered prisoners of war, exceeded seven thousand men ; 



GEORGE WASHINGTON. lid 

but, so great was the number of sick and wounded, tliat there 
were only three thousand eight hundred capable of bearing 
arms. 

Congress honoured General Washington, count de Ro- 
chambeau, count de Grasse, the officers of the different corps, 
and the men under their command, with thanks, for iheir 
services in the reduction of lord Cornwallis. The whole 
project was conceived with profound wisdom, and the inci- 
dents of it had been combined with singular propriety. It 
is not therefore wonderful, that, from the remarkable coinci- 
dence in all its parts, it was crowned with unvaried success. 

General AVashington, on the day after the surrender, or- 
dered, " that those who were under arrest, should be par- 
doned and set at liberty." His orders closed as follows : 
*' Divine service shall be performed to-morrow in the differ- 
ent brigades and divisions. The commander-in-chief recom- 
mends, that all the troops that are not upon duty, do assist at 
it witii a serious deportment, and that sensibility of heart, 
which the recollection of the surprising and particular inter- 
position of Providence in our favour claims." 

The interesting event of capturing a second royal army, 
produced strong emotions, which broke out in all the varie- 
ty of ways, in which the most rapturous joy usually displays 
itself. 

After the capture of lord Cornwallis, Washington, with 
the greater part of his army, returned to the vicinity of New 
York. 

In the preceding six years, he had been accustomed to 
look forward, and to provide for all possible events. In tha 
habit of struggling with difficulties, his courage at all times 
grew witli the dangers which surrounded him. In the mosi 
disastrous situations, he was far removed from despair. On 
the other hand, those fortunate events which induced many 
to believe that the revolution was accomplished, never ope- 
rated on him, so far as to relax his exertions or precautions. 
Though complete success had been obtained by the allied 
arms in Virginia, and great advantages had been gained in 
1781, in the Carolinas, yet Washington urged the necessity 
of being prepared for another campaign. In a letter to geni^ 
ral Greene, he observed, *' I shall endeavour to stimulate cod- 
gross to the best improvement of our late success, by taking 
the most vigorous and effectual measures to be ready for aA 
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rarly and decisive campaign the next year. My greatest feat 
is, that, viewing the stroke in a point of light which may too 
ninch ningnify its importance, they may tliink our work too 
nearly closed, and fall into a state of languor and relaxation. 
'I'o prevent this error, I shall employ every means in my pow- 
er, and, if unhappily we sink into this fatal mistake, no part 
of the blame shall be mine." 



CHAPTER IX. 
1782 AND 1783. 



Prospects of peace. Languor of the states. Discontents of 
the army. General Washington prevents the culoption 
of rash ineasures. Some new levies in Pennsylvania^ 
mutiny, and are quelled. Washington recommends mea- 
sures for the preservation of independenccj peace, liberty, 
and happiness. Disjnisses his army. Enters New York. 
Takes leave of his officers. Settles his accounts. JRc' 
pairs to .Annapolis. Resigns his commission. Returns 
to Mount Vernon, and resumes his agricidtural pursuits. 

The military establishment of 1782, was settled by con- 
gress witli unusual celerity, shortly after the surrender of 
lord Coriiwallis ; but no exertions of America alone could do 
more tlian confine the British to the sea-coast. To dislodge 
them from their strong holds in New York and Charleston, 
occupied the unceasing attention of Washington. While 
he was concerting plans for further combined operations with 
the French, and at the same time endeavouring, by circular 
letters, to rouse his countrymen to spirited measures, intelli- 
gence arrived, that several motions for discontinuing the 
American war,, had been debated in the British Parliament, 
and nearly carried. — Fearing that this would relax the ex- 
ertions of the states, he added, in his circular letters to 
their respective governors, " I have perused these debates 
with great attention and care, with a view, if possible, to 
penetrate their real design ; and, upon the most mature delU 
beration I can bestow, I am obliged to declare it as my candid 
opinion, that the measuie, in cdl its views, so fax as it jr^ 
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gpects America, is merely delusory, having no serious inten- 
tion to admit our independence upon its true principles ; but 
is calculated to produce a change of ministers to quiet the 
minds of their own people, and reconcile them to a continu* 
ance of the war, while it is meant to amuse this country with 
a false idea of peace, to draw us from our connexion with 
France, and to lull us into a state of security and inactivity ; 
which taking place, the ministry will be left to prosecute 
the war in other parts of the world, with greater vigour and 
effect. — Your excellency will permit me on this occasion to 
observe, that, even if the nation and parliament are really in 
earnest to obtain peace with America, it will undoubtedly be 
wisdom in us to meet them with great caution and circum- 
spection, and by all means to keep our arms firm in our hands, 
and instead of relaxing one iota in our exertions, rather to 
spring forward with redoubled vigour, that we may take the 
advantage of every favourable opportunity, until our wishes 
are fully obtained. No nation yet suffered in treaty, by pre- 
paring, even in the moment of negociation, most vigorously 
for the field." 

Early in May, sir Guy Carleton, who had succeeded sir 
Henry Clinton as commander-in-chief of the British forces 
in .America, arrived in New York, and announced, in succes- 
sive communications, the increasing probability of a speedy 
peace, and his disapprobation of further hostilities, which 
he observed, ** could tend only to multiply the miseries of 
individuals, without a possible advantage to either nation." 

The cautious temper of "Washington gradually yielded to 
increasing evidence that the British were seriously inclined 
to terminate the war ; but, in proportion as this opinion pre- ' 
vailed, the exertions of the states relaxed. Not more than 
eiffhty thousand dollars had been received from them all, 
when tibe month of August was far advanced. Every ex- 
penditare yielded to the subsistence of the army. A suf* 
ficiency of money could scarcely be obtained for that in- 
dispensably necessary purpose. To pay the troops, wag 
impossible. 

Washington, whose sagacity anticipated events, foresaw 
with concern, the consequences likely to result from the tar- 
diness of the states to comply with the requisitions of con- 
gress. These had been ample. Eight millions of dollars had 
been required to be paid in four equal quarterly instalmenti, 

L 
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for the service of the year 1782. In a confidential letter id 
the secretary of war, Washington pbserved, " I cannot help 
fearing the result of reducing the army, where I see such a 
number of men goaded by a thousand stings of refleetion on 
the past, and of anticipations on the future, about to be turned 
into the world, soured by penury, and what they call the in- 
gratitude of the public ; involved in debts without one farthing 
of money to carry them home, after having spent the flower 
of their days, and many of them their patrimonies, in esta- 
blisliing the freedom and independence of their country, and 
having suffered every thing which human nature is capable 
of enduring on this side of death. I repeat it, when I reflect 
on tliese irritable circumstances, I cannot avoid apprehend- 
ing that a train of evils will follow, of a very serious and 
distressing nature. 

" I wish not to heighten the shades of the picture, so far 
as the real life would justify me in doing, or I would giv 
anecdotes of patriotism and distress, which have scarcely 
ever been paralleled, never surpassed in the history of man-* 
kind. But you may rely upon it, the patience and long suf- 
ferance of this army are almost exhausted, and there never 
was so great a spirit of discontent, as at this instant. While 
in the field, it may be kept from breaking out into acts qf 
outrage ; but when we retire into winter-quarters, unless th& 
storm be previously dissipated, I cannot be at ease respect- 
ing the consequences. It is high time for peace." 

These apprehensions were well founded. To watch the 
discontents of his troops, the American chief continued in 
camp after they had retired into winter-quarters, though there 
was no prospect of any military operations which might 
require his presence. Soon after their retirement, the of- 
ficers presented a petition to congress, respecting their pay, 
and deputed a committee of their body to solicit their in- 
terest, while under consideration. 

Nothing had been decided on the claims of the army, 
when intelligence, in March, 1783, arrived, that preliminary 
«id eventual articles of peace, between the United States and 
Great Britain, had been signed on the 30th of the preceding 
November, in which the independence of the United States 
was amply recognized. In the general joy excited by this 
event, the araay partook ; but one unpleasant idea mingled 
itself with their exultations. They suspected, that, as justios 
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had nut been aone to them while their services were indispen- 
sable, they would be less likely to obtain it when they ceased 
to be necessary. Their fears on this account were increased 
by a letter which about the same time was received from 
their committee in Philadelphia, announcing that the objects 
which they had solicited from congress had not yet been ob- 
;ained.*— Smarting as they were under past sufferings, and 
;>resent wants, their exasperation became violent, and almost 
jiniversal. While they were brooding over their gloomy 
prospects, and provoked at the apparent neglect with which 
they had been treated, an anonymous paper was circulated, 
proposing a meeting of the general and field officers on the 
next day. The avowed object of this meeting was to con- 
sider the late letter from their committee to congress, and 
what measures should be adopted to obtain that redress of 
grievances which they seemed to have solicited in vain. On 
Uie same day, the following anonymous address was private- 
ly circulated. 

" To tilt Officers of the Army. 

" Gentlebien — ^A fello^ir soldier, whose interest and af- 
ections bind him strongly to you, whose past sufferings have 
been as great, and whose future fortune may be as desperate 
is yours, would beg leave to address you. Age has its claims, 
and rank is not without its pretensions to advise ; but, though 
unsupported by both, he flatters himself that the plain lan- 
guage of sincerity and experience, will neither be unheard, 
nor unregarded. Like many of you, he loved private life, 
and left it with regret. He left it, determined to retire from 
the field with the necessity that called him to it, and not till 
then; not till the enemies of his country, the slaves of pow- 
er, and the hirelings of injustice, were compelled to abandon 
their schemes, and acknowledge America as terrible in arms 
as she had been humble in remonstrance. — With tliis object 
in view, he has long shared in your toils, and mingled in 
your dangers ; he has felt the cold hand of poverty without a 
murmur, and has seen the insolence of wealth without a 
sigh. But, too much under the direction of his wishes, and 
sometimes weak enough to mistake desire for opinion, he has 
till lately, very lately^ believed in the justice of his country. 
He hoped, that as the clouds of adversity scattered, and as 
the sunshine of peace and better fortune broke in upon 
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MS, the coldness and severity of government would relax 
and that, more than justice, that gratitude would blaze forth 
upon those hands which had upheld her in the darkest stages 
of her passage, from impending servitude to acknowledge in- 
dependence.—- But faith has its limits, as well as temper; 
and there are points beyond which neither can be stretched, 
without sinking into cowardice, or plunging into credulity. 
This, my friends, I conceive to be your situation. Hurried 
to the very verge of both, another step would ruin you for 
ever. To be tame and unprovoked when injuries press 
hard upon you, is more than weakness ; but to look up for 
kinder usage without one manly effort of your own, would 
fix your character, and show the world how richly you de- 
serve those chains you broke. To guard against this evil, 
let us take a re>'iew of the ground upon which we now stand, 
and from thence carry our thoughts forward for a moment, 
into the unexplored field of expedient. 

*' After a pursuit of seven long years, the object for which 
we set out is at length brought within our reach ! — ^Yes, my 
friends, tliat suffering courage of yours, was active once ; it 
has conducted the United States of America through a doubt- 
ful and bloody war. It has placed her in the chair of in- 
dependency, and peace returns again to blessr-whom? A 
country willing to redress your wrongs, cherish your worth, 
and reward your services ; a country courting your return to 
private life with tears of gratitude, and smiles of admiration ; 
longing to divide with you that independency which your 
gallantry has given, and those riches which your wounds 
have preserved ? — Is tliis the case ? Or is it rather, a country 
that tramples upon your rights, disdains your cries, and in- 
sults your distresses ? Have you not, more than once, sug- 
gested your wishes, and made known your wants to con- 
gress ? Wants and wishes which gratitude and policy should 
have anticipated, rather than evaded. And have you not 
lately, in the meek language of entreating memorial, .begged 
from their justice, what you would no longer expect from 
their favour ? How have you been answered ? Let the letter 
which you are called to consider to-morrow, make reply. 

*' If this, then, be your treatment, while the swords you 
If ear are necessary for the defence of America, what have 
you to expect from peace, when your voice shaJl sink, and 
your strength dissipate by division ? 
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** When these very swords, the instruments and compan- 
ions of your glory, shall be taken from' your sides, and no 
remaining mark of military distinction left, but your want», 
infirmities, and scars ; can you then consent to be the only 
; sufferers by this revolution, and retiring from the field grow 
old in poverty, wretchedness, and contempt ? Can you con- 
sent to wade through the vile mire of dependency, and owe 
the miserable remnant of that life to charity, which has 
hitherto been spent in honour ? If you can, go ; and carry 
with you the jest of tories, and the scorn of whigs; the 
ridicule, and what is worse, the jnfy of the world! Go, starve,, 
and be forgotten ! — But if your spirit should revolt at this ; 
if you have sense enough to discover, and spirit enough to 
oppose tyranny, under whatever garb it may assume ; 
whether it be the plain coat of republicanism, or the splendid 
robe of royalty ; if you have yet learned to discriminate be- 
tween a people and a cause, between men and principles, 
awake! Attend to your situation, and redress yourselves. 
If the present moment be lost, every future effort is in vain ; 
and your threats then will be as empty as your entreaties 
now. I would advise you, therefore, to come to some final 
opinion, upon what you can bear, and what you will suffer.-— 
If your determination be in any proportion to your wrongs, 
carry your appeal from the justice to the fears of govern- 
ment ; change the milk and water style of your last memo- 
rial ; assume a bolder tone ; decent, but lively, spirited, and 
determined ; and suspect the man who would advise to more 
moderation and longer forbearance. Let two or three men, 
who can feel as well as write, be appointed to draw up your 
iast remonstrance ; for I would no longer give it the sueing, 
BofU unsuccessful epithet of memorial. Lekit be represented, 
in language that will neither dishonour you by its rudeness, 
nor betray you by its fears, what has been promised by con- 
gress, and what has been performed ; how long and how pa- 
tiently you have suffered; how little you have asked, and 
how much of that little has been denied. Tell them, tiiat 
though you were the first, and would wish' to be the last, to 
encounter danger; though despair itself can never drive you 
into dishonour, it may drive you fr«m the field ; that th« 
wound oAen irritated, and never healed, may at length be* 
eome inenrable; and that the slightest marii of indignity 
torn cenfpteas now, must operate Uki the grtTe, tod part yon 

h2 
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for ever ; that in any political event, the army has its alter* 
native. — ^If peace^ that nothing shall separate yon from youf 
arms hut death ; if ivar, that courting the auspices, and in- 
yiting the directions of your illustrious leader, you will re- 
tire to some unsettled country, smile in your turn, and 
* mock when their fear cometh on.' But let it represent 
also, that should they comply with the request of your late 
memorial, it would make you more happy, and them more 
respectable ; that while tlie war should continue, you would 
follow their standard into the field ; and when it came to an 
end, you would withdraw into the shade of private life, and 
give the world another subject of wonder and applause ; an 
army victorious over its enemies j victorious over itself.** 

This artful address found in almost every bosom, senti- 
ments so congenial, as to prepare the way for its favourable 
reception. It operated like a torch on combustible materials. 
The passions of the army quickly caught the flame which it 
was well calculated to excite. Every appearance threatened 
that the proposed convention of the officers would produce 
an explosion which might tarnish tlie reputation of the army, 
disturb the peace of the country, and, under certain circum- 
stances, most probably terminate in the subversion of the re- 
cent liberties of the newly, formed states. 

Accustomed, as Washington had been, to emergencies of 
great delicacy and difficulty, yet none had occurred, which 
called more pressingly than the present, for the utmost ex- 
ertion of all his powers. He knew well, that it was much 
easier to avoid intemperate measures, than to recede from 
them, after they had been adopted. He therefore consider- 
ed it as a matter of tlie first importance, to prevent the meet- 
ing of the officers <ui the succeeding day, as -proposed in the 
anonymous summons. The sensibilities of the army were 
too high to admit of this being forbidden by authority, as a 
violation of discipline, but the end was answered in anothet 
way, and without irritation. — The commander-in-chief, in 
general orders, noticed the anonymous summons, as a dis- 
orderly proceeding, not to be countenanced ; and, the more 
efifectually to divert the officers from paying any attention to 
1^ he requested them to meet for the same nominal purpose, 
but on a day four days subsequent to the one proposed by 
the anonymous addresser. The intervening period wM 

iployed in preparing the officers for the adoption of mode- 
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rate measures. — General Washington sent for one officer 
after another, and enlarged, in private, on the fatal conse- 
quences ; and particularly the loss of character, which would • 
result from the adoption of intemperate resolutions. Hii 
whole personal influence was exerted, to calm the prevailing 
agitation. When the officers assembled, their venerable 
chief, exerted, preparing to address them, found his eye-sight 
to fail him ; on which, he observed, " My eyes have grown 
dim in my country's service, but I never doubted of its jus- 
tice ;" and then proceeded as follows : 

" Gentlemen, — By an aaionyinous- summons, an attempt 
has been made to convene you together. How inconsistent 
with the rules of propriety, how unmilitary, and how sub- 
versive of all order and discipline, let the good sense of the 
army decide. 

''In the moment of this summons, another anonymous 
production was sent into circulation, addressed more to the 
feelings and passions, than to the reason and judgment of the 
army. The author of the piece is entitled to much credit for 
the goodness of his pen ; and I could wish he had as much 
credit for the rectitude of his heart ; for, as men see through 
different optics, and are induced by the reflecting faculties of 
the mind, to use different means to attain the same end, tho 
author of the address should have had more charity, than to 
mark for suspicion, the man who should recommend mode- 
ration and longer forbearance; or, in otl^r words, who 
should not tliink, as he thinks, and act as he advises.— But 
he had another plan in view, in which candour and liberality 
of sentiment, regard to justice, and love of country, have no 
part ; and he was right to insinuate the darkest suspicion, to 
effect'the blackest design. That the address is drawn with 
great art, and is designed to answer the most insidious pur- 
poses ; that it is calculated to impress the mind with an idea 
of premeditated injustice in the sovereign power of the United 
States, and rouse all those resentments, which must unavoid- 
ably flow from such a belief; that the secret mover of this 
scheme, whoever he may be, intended to take advantage of 
the passions while they were warmed by the recollection of 
past distresses, without giving time for cool, deliberate think* 
mg, and that coiuposure of mind which is so necessary to 
give dignity and stability to measures, is sndered too ob- 
viousy by the mode of conducting the business, to need othet 
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proof than a reference to the proceeding.— -Thus much, gen* 
tlemen, I have thought it incumbent on me to observe to you, 
to show upon what principles I opposed the irregular and 
hasty meeting which was proposed to have been held on 
Tuesday last, and not because I wanted a disposition to give 
you every opportunity consistent with your own honour and 
the dignity of the army, to make known your grievances. If 
my conduct heretofore has not evinced to you, that I have 
been a faithful friend to the army, my declaration of it at this 
time would be equally unavailing and improper. — But, as I 
was amongst the first who embarked in the cause of our com- 
mon country ; as I have never left your side one moment, 
but when called from you on public duty ; as I have been 
the constant companion and witness of your distresses, and 
not amongst the last to feel and acknowledge your merits ; 
as I have ever considered my own military reputation as in- 
veparably connected with that of the army ; as my heart has 
ever expanded with joy when I have heard its praises, and 
my indignation has arisen when the mouth of detraction has 
been opened against it, it can scarcely be supposed, at this 
late stage of the war, that I am indifferent to its interests.— 
But how are they to be promoted ? The way is plain, says 
the anonymous addresser. If war continues, remove into the 
tinsettled country ; there establish yourselves, and leave an 
ungrateful country to defend itself. But who are they to de- 
fend? Our wives, our children, our farms, and other pro- 
perty, which we leave behind us ? Or, in this state of hos- 
tile separation, are we to take the two first, the latter cannot 
be removed, to perish in a wilderness, with hunger, cold, and 
nakedness ? If peace takes place, never sheathe your swords* 
says he, until you have obtained full and ample justice.— 
This dreadful alternative, of either deserting our country in 
the extremes t hour of her distress, or turning our armies 
against it, which is the apparent object, unless congress can 
be compelled into instant compliance, has something so 
shocking in it, that humanity revolts at the idea. My God ! 
what can this writer have in view, by recommending such 
measures ? Can he be a friend to the army ? Can he be a 
friend to this country ? Rather is he not an insidious foe 7 
Some emissary, perhaps, from New York,' -plotting the ruia 
of both, by sowing the seeds of discord and separation he* 
tveen the civil and military powers of the continent?-— And 
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what a compliment does he pay to our understanding, when 
he recommends cieasures, in either alternative, impractica- 
ble in their nature ? But here, gentlemen, I will drop the 
curtain, because it would be as imprudent in me to assign my 
reasons for this opinion, as it would be insulting to your con^ 
ception, to suppose you stood in need of them. A moment's 
reflection will convince every dispassionate mind of the phy- 
sical impossibility of carrying either proposal into execution. 
There might, gentlemen, be an impropriety in my taking no- 
tice, in this address to you, of an anonymous production ; 
but the manner in which that performance has been intro- 
duced to the army, the eflect it was intended to have, to- 
gether with some other circumstances, will amply justify my 
observations on the tendency of that writing.— With respect 
to the advice given by the author, to suspect the man who 
shall recommend moderate measures and longer forbearance, 
I spurn it, as every man, who regards that liberty and reveres 
that justice for which we contend, undoubtedly must ; for, 
if men are to be precluded from oflering their sentiments on 
a matter which may involve the most serious and alarming 
consequences that cdn invite the consideration of mankind, 
reason is of no use to us. The freedom of speech may be 
taken away, and dumb and silent we may be led, like sheep 
to the slaughter. I cannot, injustice to my own belief, and 
what I have great reason to conceive, is the intention of con- 
gress, conclude this address, without giving it as my decided 
opinion, that that honourable body entertain exalted senti- 
ments of the services of the army, and from a full conviction 
of its merits and suflerings, will do it complete justice ; that 
their endeavours to discover and establish funds for this pur- 
pose has been unwearied, and will not cease till they have 
succeeded, I have not a doubt. — But, like all other large bo- 
dies, where there is a variety of different interests to recon* 
cile, their determinations are slow. Why then should we dis- 
trust them t and in consequence of that distrust, adopt mea« 
sures which may cast a shade over that glory which has been 
00 justly acquired, and tarnish the reputation of an army, 
which is celebrated through all Europe for its fortitude and 
patriotism ? And, for what is this done ? To bring the object we 
seek nearer? No ; most certainly, in my opinion, it will cast 
it at a greater distance. — ^For myself, and I take no merit in 
giving the assurance, being induced to it from principles of 
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gratitude, veracity, and justice ; a grateful sense of the con- 
fidence you have ever placed in me ; a fecollection of the 
cheerful assistance, and prompt obedience I have experienced 
from you, under every vicissitude of fortune, and the sincere 
direction I feel for an army I have so long had the honour to 
command, will oblige me to declare, in this public and so- 
lemn manner, that, in the attainment of complete justice for 
all your toils and dangers, and in the gratification of every 
wish, so far as may be done consistently with the great duty 
I owe to my country, and those powers we are bound to re- 
spect, you may freely command my services, to the utmost 
extent of my abilities. — While I give you these assurances, 
and pledge myself in the most unequivocal manner to exert 
whatever ability I am possessed of in your favour, let me 
entreat you, gentlemen, on your part, not 'to take any mea 
sure, which, viewed in the calm light of reason, will lesseo 
the dignity, and sully the glory you have hitherto maintained; 
let me request you to rely on the plighted faith of your coun- 
try, and place a full confidence in the purity of the inten- 
tions of congress, that, previous to your dissolution as an 
army, they will cause all your accounts to be fairly liquidated, 
88 directed in the resolutions which were published to you 
two days ago ; and that they will adopt the most efifecturi 
measures in their power to render ample justice to you, for 
your faithful and meritorious services.— And let me conjure 
jrou, in the name of our common country, as you value your 
3wn sacred honour ; as you respect the rights of humanity ; 
ind as you regard the military and national character of 
America ; to express your utmost horror and detestation of 
the man who wishes, under any specious pretences, to over* 
turn the liberties of our country, and who wickedly attempts 
to open the floodgates of civil discord, and deluge our rising 
empire in blood. 

" By thus determining, and thus acting, you yriW pursue 
the plain and direct road to the attainment of your wishes, 
you will defeat the insidious designs of our enemies, who 
are compelled to resort from open force to secret artifice. 
You will give one more distinguished proof of unexampled 
patriotism and patient virtue, rising superior to the pressure 
of the most complicated sufierings ; and you will, by the 
dignity of your conduct, afibrd occasion for posterity to say, 
vhen speaking of the glorius example you have exhibited to 



. GEORQE WASHINGTON. 131 

naniind, ' Had this day been wanting, the world had herei' 
Been the last stage of perfection to which human nature if 
capable of attsuning.' " 

The address b^ing ended, Washington withdrew. No 
person was hardy enough to oppose the advice which he had 
given.* The impression made by his address was irresisti* 
ble. The happy moment was seized. While the minds of 
the officers, softened -by the eloquence of their beloved com» 
mander, were in a yielding state, a resolution was offered and 
adopted, in which Uiey assured him, '' that they reciprocated 
his affectionate expressions with the greatest sincerity of 
which the heart was capable/' — Before they dispersed, they 
unanimously adopted several other resolutions, in which they 
declared, ''That no circumstances of distress or danger^ 
should induce a conduct that might tend to sully the reputap 
tion and glory they had acquired at the price of their blood,' 
and eight years' faithful service ; that they continued to have 
an unshaken confidence in the justice of congress and their 
country j that they viewed with abhorrence, and rejected 
with disdain, the infamous proposition 'Contained in a lat0 
anonymous address to the officers of the army." 

The storm which had been long gathering, was suddenly* 
dissipated. The army acquired additional reputation, and 
the commander-in-chief gave a new proof of the goodness of 
his heart, and the soundness of his judgment. Perhaps in 
no instance did the United States receive from Heaven a 
more signal deliverance, tlirough the hands of Washington, 
than in the happy termination of this serious transactioi^ 
If ambition had possessed a single comer of his heart, the 
opportunity was too favourable, the temptation too splendid, 
to have been resistedi — But his soul v as superior to such 
views, and his love of country so ardent, and at the same 
time so pure, that the charms of power, though recommended 
by the imposing appearance of procuring justice for his un- 
rewarded army, made no impression on his unshaken mind. 
He viewed the character of a patriot as superior to that of 

* " It waa happy for the anny and conntry, that, when his excellency had 
finiahed and wimdrawn, no one arose and observed, ' That General Washing 
ton was about to quit the militw line, laden with hononr; and that he had e 
considerable estate to support mm widi dignity ; but that their case was veiy 
different* — ^Had such ideas been thrown out, and properiy enlarged upon, the 
VMting would probaUy have concluded very diSneaSlyr QorSonCt aUiarf 
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the severely. To be elevated to supreme power, was lest 
in his esteem than to be a good man. ^ 

Instead of turning the discontents of an unpaid army to his 
own aggrandizement, he profited by the late events to stimu- 
late congress to do them justice. His letter to their president, 
on this occasion, was as follows : 

Sir, — ^The result of the proceedings of the grand conven- 
tion of the officers, which I have the honour of enclosing to 
your excellency for the inspection of congress, will, I flatter 
myself, be considered as the last glorious proof of patriotism 
which could have been given, by men who aspired to the 
distinction of a patriot army ; and will'not only confirm tlieir 
claim to the justice, but will increase their title to the grati- 
tude of their country. Having seen the proceedings on the 
part of the army terminate with perfect unanimity, and in a 
manner entirely consonant to my wishes ; being impressed 
with the liveliest sentiments of affection for those who have 
so long, so patiently, and so cheerfully sufiered and .fought 
under my immediate direction; having, from motives of jus- 
tice, duty, and gratitude, spontaneously ofiered myself as an 
advocate for their rights; and, having been requested to 
write to your excellency, earnestly entreating the most 
speedy decision of congress upon the subjects of the late 
address from the army to that honourable body ; it now only 
remains for me to perform the task I have assumed, and to 
intercede in their behalf, as I now do, that the sovereign 
power will be pleased to verify the predictions I have pro- 
nounced of, and the confidence the army have reposed in, 
the justice of their country. — And here I humbly conceive it 
is altogether unnecessary, while I am pleading the cause of 
an army, which have done and sufifered more than any other 
army ever did in the defence of the rights and liberties of human 
nature, to expatiate on their claims to the most ample com- 
pensation for their meritorious services, because they are 
known perfectly to the whole world, and because, although ■ 
the topics are inexhaustible, enough has already been said on 
the subject. To prove these assertions, to evince that my 
sentiments have ever been uniform, ^nd to show what my 
idea# of the rewards in question have always been, I appeal 
to the archives of congress, and call on those sacred depos* 
it« \Q witnesi for me. — ^And in order that my observattosr 
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and arguments in favouir of a future adequate provision for 
the officers of the army, may be brought to remembrance again^ 
and considered in a single point of view, without giving con- 
gress the trouble of having recourse to their files, I will beg 
leave to transmit herewith an extract from a representation 
made by me to a committee of congress, so long ago as the 
20th of January, 1778, and also the transcript of a letter to 
the president of congress, dated near Passaic Falls, October 
11th, 1780. 

" That in the critical and perilous moment, when the last 
mentioned communication was made, there was the utmost 
danger a dissolution of the army would have taken place, un- 
less measures similar to those recommended, had been adopt- 
ed, will not admit a doubt : That the adoption of the resolution 
granting half pay for life, has been attended with all the hap- 
py consequences I had foretold,* so far as respected the good of 
the service, let the astonishing contrast between the state of 
the army at this instant, and at the former period, determine : 
And that the establishment of funds, and security of the 
payment of all the just demands of the sg^my will be the 
most certain means of preserving the national faith and fu- 
ture tranquillity of this extensive continent, is my decided 
opinion. 

" By the preceding remarks, it will readily be imagined, 
that, instead of retracting and reprehending, from farther 
experience and reflection, the mode of compensation so 
strenuously urgea in the enclosures, I am more and more 
confirmed in the sentiment ; and if in the wrong, suffer me * 
to please myself with the grateful delusion. ' 

** For, if, beside the simple payment of their wages, a 
farther compensation is not due to the sufferings and sacri- 
fices of the officers, then have I been mistaken indeed. . If 
the whole army have not merited whatever a grateful people 
can bestow, then have I been beguiled by prejudice, and 
built opinion on the basis of error. If this country should 
not, in the event, perform every thing which has been re- 
quested in the late memorial to congress, then will my be- 
lief become vain, and the hope that has been excited, void 
of foundation. — And if, as has been suggested for the pur- 
pose of inflaming their passions, the officers of the army are 
to be the only sufferers by this revolution ; if, retiring from 

M ■ 
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the field, they are to grow old in poverty, wretchedness, and 
contempt ; if they are to wade through the vile mire of de* 
pendency, and owe the miserable remnant of that life to 
charity, which had hitherto been spent in honour ; then, 
shall t have learned what ingratitude is ; then, shall I have 
realized a tale, which will embitter every moment of my fu- 
ture life. 

*'But I am under no such apprehensions; a country 
rescued by their arms from impending ruin, will never leave 
unpaid the debt of gratitude. 

" Should any intemperate or improper warmth have min- 
gled itself amongst the foregoing observations, I must en- 
treat youir excellency and congress, it may be attributed to 
tJie effusion of an honest zeal in the best of causes, and that 
my peculiar situation may be my apology ; and I hope I 
need not on this momentous occasion make any new pro- 
testations of personal disinterestedness, having ever re- 
nounced for myself the idea of pecuniary reward. The 
consciousness of having attempted faithfully to discharge my 
duty, and the approbation of my country, will be a sufficient 
recompense for my services. 

" I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

"GEORGE WASHINGTON. 

" His Excellency the President in Congress." 

This energetic letter, connected with«*ecent events, in- 
duced coiigress to decide on the claims of the army. These 
were liquidated, and the amount acknowledged to be due 
from the United States. 

Soon after these events, intelligence of a general peace 
was received. The reduction of the army was therefore re- 
solved upon, but the mode of effecting it required delibera- 
tion. To avoid the inconveniencies of dismissing a great 
number of soldiers in a body, furloughs were freely granted 
on the application of individuals ; and, after their dispersion, 
tlicy were not enjoined to return. By this arrangement, «( 
critical moment was passed over. A great part of an un- 
paid army was dispersed over the states, without tumult or 
disorder. 

While the veterans, serving under the immediate eye of 
their beloved commander-in-chief, manifested the utmost 
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good temper and conduct, a mutinous disposition broke out 
amongst some new levies stationed at Lancaster, in Pennsyl- 
vania. About eighty of this description marched in a body 
to Philadelphia, where they were joined by some other 
troops, so as to amount in the whole to three hunched. They 
marched with fixed bayonets to the state-house, in which 
congress and the state executive council held their sessions. 
They placed ^ards at every door, and threatened the presi- 
dent and council to let loose an enraged soldiery upon them, 
unless they granted their demands in twenty minutes.-^As 
soon as this outrage was known to Washington', he detached 
general Howe, with a competent force, to suppress the mu- 
tiny. This was effected, without bloodshed, before his ar- 
rival. The mutineers were too inconsiderable to commit ex- 
tensive mischief; but their disgraceful conduct excited the 
greatest indignation in the breast of the commander-in-chief, 
which was expressed in a letter to the president of congress 
in the following words : " While I suffer the most poignant 
distress in observing that a handful of men, contemptible in 
numbers, and equally so in point of service, if the vefieran 
troops from the southward l^ave not been seduced by their 
example, and who are not worthy to be called soldiers, 
ehould disgrace themselves and their country as the Penn- 
sylvania mutineers have done, by insulting the sovereign 
authority of the United States, and that of &eir own, I feel 
an inexpressible satisfaction, that even this behaviour cannot 
stain the name of the American soldiery. — ^It cannot be in>- , 
putable to, or reflect dishonour on, the army at large ; but on 
the contrary, it will, by the striking contrast it ^hibits, 
hold up to public view the other troops in the most advan- 
tageous point of light. Upon taking all the circumstances 
into consideration, I cannot sufficiently express* my surprise 
and indignation, at the arrogance, the folly, and the wicked- 
ness, of the mutineers; nor can I sufficiently admire thfi 
fidelity, the bravery, and patriotism, which must for ever 
signalize the unsullied character of the other corps of our 
army.— ^or when we consider that these Pennsylvania 
levies, who have now mutinied, are recruits and soldiers of 
a day^ who hare not borne the heat and burden of the war. 
and who can have in reality very few hardships to complain 
of; and when we at the same time recollect that thoss 
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soldiers who have lately been furloughed from this army, 
are the veterans who have patiently endured hunger, naked- 
ness, and cold; who have suffered and bled without a 
murmur, and who, with perfect good order, have retired to 
their hom^ without a settlement of their accounts, or a far- 
thing of money in their pockets ; we shall be as much as- 
tonished at the virtues of the latter, as we are struck with 
detestation at the proceedings of the former." 

While arrangements were making for the final dismission 
of the army. General Washington was lookmg forward with 
anxiety to the future destinies of the United States. Much 
of his attention was devoted to a serious consideration of 
such establishments as the independence of his country re- 
quired. On these subjects, he freely communicated with 
congress, and recommended that great diligence should be 
used in forming a weU regulated and disciplined militia 
during peace, as the best means for securing the future tran* 
quillity and respectability of the nation. He also addressed 
the following circular letter to the governors of the several 
states. 

•• Head'Quafter8\ Newhurg^ June 18, 1783. 

'* Sir, — ^The object for which I had the honour to hold 
an appointment in the service of my country, being accom- 
plished, I am now preparing to resign it into the hands of 
#ongress, and return to that domestic retirement, which it is 
well known I left with the greatest reluctance ; a retirement 
for which I have never ceased to sigh through a long and 
painful^bsence, in which, remote from the noise and trouble 
of the world, I meditate to pass the remainder of life, in a 
state of undisturbed repose ; but, before I carry this resolu** 
tion into effect, I think it a duty incumbent on me to make 
this my last official communication, to congratulate you on 
the glorious events which Heaven has been pleased to pro- 
duce in our favour.; to offer my sentiments respecting some 
important subjects, which appear to me to be intimately con-, 
nected with the tranquillity of the United States ; to take 
my leave of your excellency as a public character, and to 
give my final blessings to that country, in whose service I 
have spent the prime of my life ; for whose sake, I have 
consumed so many anxious days apd watchful lughts, and 
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whose happiness, being extremely dear to me, will ah^^s 
constitute no inconsiderable part of my own. ^ 

** Impressed with the liveliest sensibility on this pleasing 
occasion, I will claim the indulgence of dilating the more 
,copiously|f^the subjeet of our mutual felicitation. When 
we consic^ the magnitude of the prize we contended for, 
tlie doubtful nature of the contest, and the favourable man- 
ner in which it has terminated, we shall find the greatest 
possible reason for gratitude and rejoicing. This is a theme 
that will afford infinite delight to every benevolent and liberal 
mind, whether the event in contemplation be considered as a 
source of present enjoyment, or the parent of future hap- 
piness ; and we shall have equal occasion to felicitate our- 
selves on the lot which Providence has assigned us, whether 
we view it in a natural, a political, 'or moral point of light. 

** The citizens of America, placed in the most enviable 
eondition, as the sde lords and proprietors of a vast tract of 
continent, comprehending all the various soils and climates 
of the world, and abounding with all the necessaries and con- 
veniences of life, are now, by the late satisfactory pacifica- 
tion, acknowledged to be possessed of absolute freedom and 
independency ; Uiey are from this period to be considered as 
the actors on a most conspicuous theatre, which seems to be 
peculiarly designed by Providence for the display of human 
greatness and felicity A^EIere, they are not only surrounded 
with every thing tha^san contribute to the completion of 
private and domestic enjoyment; but Heaven has crowned 
all its other blessings, by giving a surer opportunity for po- 
litical happiness, than any other nation has ever been favour- 
ed with. — Nothing can illustrate these observations more 
forcibly, than a recollection of the happy conjuncture of 
times and circumstances, under which our republic assumed 
its rank among the nations. The foundation of our empire 
was not laid in a gloomy age of ignorance and superstition, 
but at an epocha when the rights of mankind were better un- 
derstood aad more clearly defined, than at any former period. 
Researches of human mind after social happiness, have been 
carried to a great extent ; the treasures of knowledge ac- 
quired by the labours of philosophers, sages, and legislators, 
through a long succession of years, are laid open for us, 
and their collected wisdom may h% happily applied in the 

m2 
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esttUisliment of our forms of government. — ^The free culti* 
va^i of letters, the unbounded extension of commerce, the 
progressive refinement of manners, the growing liberality of 
sentiment ; and, above all, the pure and benign l ifi^t of reve* 
lation, have had a meliorating influenee on manlipl, and in* 
creased the blessings of society. At this auspicious period, 
the United States came into existence as a nation ; and if 
their citizens should not be completely free and happy, the 
fault will be entirely their own. 

** Such is our situation, and such are our prospects. But, 
notwithstanding the cup of blessing is thus reached out to 
us ; notwithstanding happiness is ours, if we have a disposi- 
tion to seize the occasion, and make it our own ; yet it ap- 
pears to me there is an option still left to the United States 
of America, whether they will be respectable and prosper- 
ous, or contemptible and miserable, as a nation. This is the 
time of their political probation ; this is the moment when 
the eyes of the whole world are turned upon them ; this is 
the time to establish or ruin their national character for ever ; 
this is the favourable moment to give such a tone to the federal 
government, as will enable it to answer the ends of its in- 
stitution ; or, this may be the ill-fated moment for relaxing 
the powers of the union, annihilating the cement of the con- 
federation, and exposing us to becom^ie sport of European 
politics, which may play one state agaKt another, to prevent 
their growing importance, and to serve their own interested 
purposes. For, according to the system of policy the states 
shall adopt at this moment, they will stand or fall ; and, by 
their conformation or lapse, it is yet to be decided, whether 
the revolution must ultimately be considered as a blessing, or 
a curse ; a blessing or a curse, not to the present age alone, for, 
with our fate will the destiny of unborn millions be involved. 

" With this conviction of the importance of the present 
crisis, silence in me would be a crime ; I will, therefore, 
speak to your excellency the language of freedom and sin- 
cerity^ without disguise. I am aware, however, those who 
differ from me in political sentiments, may, perhaps, remark, 
I am stepping out of the proper line of my duty ; and they 
may possibly ascribe to arrogance or ostentation, what I 
know is alone the result of the purest intention. — But the 
rectitude of my own heart, which disdains such imworthy 
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motives ; the part I have hitherto acted in life ; the deter- 
mination I have formed of not taking any share in public 
business hereafter ; the ardent desire I feel, and shall con- 
tinue to manifest, of quietly enjoying in private life, after all 
the toils of war, the benefits of a wise and liberal govern- 
ment, will, I flatter myself, sooner or later, convince my 
countrymen that I could have no sinister views in delivering, 
with so little reserve, the opinions contained in this address. 

" There are four things which I humbly conceive are es- 
sential to the well being, I may even venture to say, to the 
existence, of the United States as an independent power. 

''1st. An indissoluble union of the states under one federal 
head. 

** 2dly. A sacred regard to public justice. 

♦' 3dly. The adoption of a proper peace establishment. 
And, 

" 4thly. The prevalence of that pacific and friendly dis- 
position among the people of the United States, which will 
induce them to forget their local prejudices and policies ; to 
make those mutual concessions which are requisite to the 
general prosperity ; and, in some instances, to sacrifice their 
individual advantages to the interest of the community. 

** These are the pillars on which the glorious fabric of our 
independency and national character must be supported. 
Liberty is the basis ; and whoever would dare to sap the 
foundation, or overturn the structure, under whatever spe- 
cious pretext he may attempt it, will merit the bitterest ex- 
ecration, and the severest punishment, which can be inflicted 
by his injured country. 

" On the three first articles, I will make- a few o]||erva» 
tions ; leaving the last to the good sense and serious coiQftder- 
ation of those immediately concerned. 

" Under the first head, although it may not be necessary 
or prosper for me in this place to enter into a particular dis- 
quisition of the principles of the union, and to take up the 
great question which has been frequently agitated, whether 
it be expedient and requisite for the states to delegate a 
hirger proportion of power to congress or not ; yet it will be 
a part of my duty, and that of every true patriot, to assert, 
without reserve, and to insist upon the fallowing positions :— * 
Tliat ooless the states will suflfer congress to exercise those 
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prerogatives they are undoubtedly invested with by the eon- 
stitution, every thing must very rapidly tend to anarchy and 
confusion ; that it is indispensable to the happiness of the 
individual states, that there should be lodged, somewhere, a 
supreme power to regulate and govern the general concerns 
of the confederated republic, without which the union cannot 
be of long duration ; that there must be a faithful and pointed 
compliance on the part of every state with the late proposals 
and demands of congress, or the most fatal consequences 
will ensue, that whatever measures have a tendency to dis- 
solve the union, or contribute to violate or lessen ihe sove-- 
reign authority, ought to be considered as hostile to the liber- 
ty and independency of America, and the authors of them 
treated accordingly. — And lastly, that unless we can be ena- 
bled, -by the concurrence of the states, to participate in the 
fruits of the revolution, and enjoy the essential benefits of 
2ivil society, under a form of government so free and uncor- 
rupted, so happily guarded against the danger of oppression, 
as has been devised and adopted by the articles of confedera- 
tion, it will be a subject of regret, that so much blood and 
treasure have been lavished for no purpose, and so many suf- 
ferings have been encountered without a compensation, and 
ihat so many sacrifices have been made in vain. Many other 
n)nsiderations might here be adduced, to prove, that, without 
tn entire conformity to the spirit of the union, we cannot ex- 
ist as an independent power. — It will be sufficient for my pur- 
.7ose, to mention but one or two, "which seem to me of the 
greatest importance. It is only in our united character as an 
empire, that our independence is acknowledged, that our 
poweij^pan be regarded, or our credit supported among foreign 
nations. The treaties of the European powers with the 
United States of America, will have no validity on a dissolu- 
tion of the union. We shall be left nearly in a state of na- 
ture ; or we may find, by our own unhappy experience, that 
there is a natural and necessary progression from the extreme 
of anarchy to the extreme of tyranny ; and that arbitrary 
power is most easily established on the ruins of liberty abused 
to licentiousness. 

** As to the second article, which respects the performance 
of public justice, congress have, in their late address to the 
United States, almost exhausted the subject; they have fix 
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plained their ideas so fully, and have enforced the obligations 
ihe states are under to render complete justice to all the 
public creditors, with so much dignity and energy, that, in 
my opinion, no real friend to the honour and independency 
of America can hesitate a single moment, respecting the pro- 
priety of compljring with the just and honourable measures 
proposed. — If their arguments do not produce conviction, I 
know of nothing that will have greater influence, especially 
when we reflect that the system referred to, being the result 
of the collected wisdom of the continent, must be esteemed, 
if not perfect, certainly the least objectionable of any that 
could be devised ; and' that, if it should not be carried into 
immediate execution, a national bankruptcy, with all its de- 
plorable consequences, will take place, before any diflerent 
plan can possibly be proposed or adopted ; so pressing are 
the present circumstances, and such is the alternative now of- 
fered to the states. 

" The ability of the country to discharge the debts which 
have been incurred in its' defence, is not to be doubted ; and 
inclination, I flatter myself, will not be wanting. - The path 
of our duty is plain before us ; honesty will be found, on 
every experiment, to be the best and only true policy. Let 
us then, as a nation, be just ; let us fulfil the public contracts 
which congress had undoubtedly a right to make for the pur- 
pose of carrying on the war, with the same good faith we 
suppose ourselves bound to perform our private engagements. 
In the mean time, let an attention to the cheerful performance 
of their proper .business, as individuals, and as members of 
society, be earnestly inculcated on the citizens of America ; 
then, will they strengthen the bands of government, and be 
happy under its protection. Every one will reap the fruit 
of his labours ; every one will enjoy his own acquisitions, 
without molestation and without danger. 

" In this state of absolute freedom and perfect security, 
who will grudge to yield a very little of his property, to sup- 
port the common interests of society, and ensure the pro- 
tection of government ? Who does not remember the frequent 
declarations at the commencement of the war, that we should 
be completely satisfied, if, at the expense of one half, we 
could defend the remainder of our possessions ? Where is 
tbi3 mm to be found, who wishes to remain in debt, for the 
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Aefence of his own 'person and property, to the exertions^ 
the bravery, and the blood of others, without making one 

Enerous effort to pay the debt of honour and of gratitude ?— 
what part of the continent, shall we find any man, or body 
of men, who. would not blush to stand up and propose mea- 
sures purposely calculated to rob the soldier of his stipend, 
and the public creditor of his due ? And were it possible 
that such a flagrant instance of injustice could ever happen, 
would it not excite the general indignation, and tend to bring 
down upon the authors of such measures the aggravated 
vengeance of Heaven ? — ^If, after all, a spirit of disunion, or a 
temper of obstinacy and perverseness,* should manifest itself 
in any of the states ; if such an ungracious disposition 
should attempt to frustrate all the happy effects Uiat might 
be expected to flow from the union ; if there should be a re- 
fusal to comply with requisitions for funds to discharge the 
annual interest of the public debts ; and if that refusal should 
revive all those jealousies, and produce all those evils, which 
are now happily removed, congress, who have in all their 
transactions shown a great degree of magnanimity and jus-^ 
tice, will stand justified in the sight of God and man ! and 
that state alone, which puts itself in opposition to ihe aggre* 
gate wisdom of the continent, and follows such mistaken and 
pernicious councils, will be responsible for all the conse* 
quences. 

" For my own part, conscious of having acted, while a 
servant of the public, in the manner I conceived best suited 
to promote the real interests of my country ; having, in con- 
sequence of my fixed belief, in some measure pledged my- 
self to the army, that their country would finally do them 
complete and ample justice ; and not wishing to conceal any 
instances of my official conduct from the eyes of the world ; 
I have thought proper to transmit to your excellency the en- 
closed collection of papers, relative to the half-pay and com- 
mutation granted by congress, to the officers of the army.—- 
From these communications, my decided sentiment wiU be 
dearly comprehended, together with the conclusive reasons 
which induced me, at an early period, to recommend the 
adoption of this measure in the most earnest and serious 
manner. As the proceedings of congress, the army, and 
Dyself, are open to all, and contain, in my opinioni sof- 
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ficient formation to remove the prejudices and errors which 
may have been entertained by any, I think it unnecessary to 
say any thing more, than jiist to observe, that the resolutions 
of congress, now alluded to, are as undoubtedly and abso- 
lutely binding tl{k>n the United States, as the most solemti 
9j6ts oi Confederation or legislation. 

*' As the idea, which, t am informed, has in some in- 
stances prevailed, that the half j)ay and commutation are to 
be regarded me'rdy in the odious light of a pension, it ought 
to be exploded for ever ; that provision should be viewed, 
as it really ii^as, a reasonable compensation offered by con- • 
gress, at a time when they had nothing else to give to of- 
ficers of the army, for services then to be performed. It was 
the only means to prevent a total dereliction of the service. 
It was a part of their hire ; I may be allowed to say, it was 
the price of their blood, arid of your independency. It is, 
therefore, more than a common debt ; it is a debt of honour; 
it can never be considered as a pension, or gratuity, nor can- 
celled until it is fairly discharged. 

" With regard to the distinction between officers and 
soldiers, it is sufficient that the uniform experience of every 
nation of the world combined with our own, proves the 
utility and propriety of the discrimination. Rewards in 
proportion to the aid the public draws from them, are un- 
questionably due to all its servants. In some lines, the 
soldiers have, perhaps, generally, had as ample a compensa- 
tion for their services, by the large bounties which havB 
been paid them, as their officers will receive in the proposed 
commutation ; in othcjrs, if, beside the donation of land, the 
payment of arrearages of clothing and wages, in which ar- 
ticles, all thcf component parts of the army must be put upon 
the same footing, we take into the estimate the bounties 
many of the soldiers have received, and the gratuity of one 
year's full pay, which is promised to all, possibly their situ»- 
iion, every circumstance being duly considered, will not be 
deemed less eligible than that of the officers. — Should a 
farther reward, however, be judged equitable, I will ventore 
to assert, no man will enjoy greater satisfaction than myself* 
in an exemption from taxes for a limited time, which has 
been petitioned for in some instances ; or any other adequate 
inmmnity or compensation granted to the brave defenders of 
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their countn'^s cause. But neitlier the adoption or rejection 
of this proposition, will, in any manner, afiect, much less 
militate airainst the act of congress, by which they have of- 
fered five years full pay, in lieu of the half pay for life, which 
had been before proriii:ied to the officers of the army. 

'* Before I conclude the subject on public justice, I cannot 
omit to mention the obligations this country is under to that 
meritorious class of vetc^rans, the non-commissioned officers 
and privates, who have been discharged for inability, in con- 
sequence of tlie resolution of congress, of the 23d of April 
1782, on an annual pension for life. Their peculiar suffer* 
ings, their singular merits and claims to that provision, need 
only to be known ; to interest the feelings of humanity in 
tlieir })ehalf. — Nothing but a punctual payment of their an- 
nual allowance, can rescue them from itie most complicated 
misery ; and nothing could be a more melancholy and dis- 
tressing siglit, than to behold those who have shed theL 
blood, or lost their limbs in the service of their country, 
without a shelter,* without a friend, and without the means 
of obtaining any of the comforts or necessaries of life, com- 
pelled to beg their bread daily from door to' door. Suffer 
me to recommend those of this description belonging to your 
state, to the warmest patronage of your excellency and your 
legislature. 

** It is necessary to say but a few words on the third topic 
which was proposed, and which regards particularly the de- 
fence of the republic ; as there can be little doubt but con- 
gress will recommend a proper peace-establishment for 
the United States, in which a due attention will he paid to 
the importance of placing the militia of the union upon a 
regular and respectable footing. If this should be the case, 
I should beg leuve to urge the great advantage of it in the 
strongest terms. . 

" The militia of this country must be considered as the 
palladium of our security, and the first eficctual resort in 
case of hostility. It is essential, therefore, that the same 
system should pervade the whole ; tliat the formation and 
discipline of the militia of the continent should be absolutely 
uniform ; and that the same species of arms, accoutrements, 
and military apparatus, should be introduced in every part of 
the United States. No one, who has not learned it from exr 
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p^rience, can conceive the difficulty, expense, and confusion, 
which result from a contrary system, or the vague arrange* 
ments which have hitherto prevailed, 

" If, in treating of political points, a gf eater latitude than 
usual has been taken in the course of. the address, the im* 
portance of the crisis, and the magnitude of the objects in 
discussion, must be my apology. It is, however, neither 
my wish nor expectation, that the preceding observations 
should claim any regard, except so far as they shall appear 
to be dictated by a good intention, consonant to the immuta- 
ble rules of justice ; calculated to produce a liberal system 
of policy, and founded on whatever experience may have 
been acquired, by a long and close attention to public busi- 
ness. — Here, I might speak with more confidence, from my 
actual observations ; and, if it would not swell this letter, 
already too prolix, beyond the bounds I had prescribed my*- 
self, I could demonstrate to every mind, open to conviction, 
that in less time, and with much less expense than has been 
incurred, the war might have been brought to the same hap- 
py conclusion, if the resources of the continent could have 
been properly called forth; that the distresses and disap- 
pointments which have very often occurred, have, in too 
many instances, resulted more from a want of energy in the 
continental government, than a deficiency of means in the 
particular states ; that the inefficacy of the measures, arising 
from the want of an adequate authority in the supreme 
power, from a partial compliance with the requisitions of 
congress,' in some of the states, and from a failure of punc- 
tuality in others, while they tended to damp the zeal of those 
who were more willing to exert themselves, served also to 
accumulate the expenses of the war, and to frustrate the best 
concerted plans ; and that the discouragement occasioned by 
the complicated difficulties and embarrassments, in which 
our affairs were by this means involved, would have long 
ago produced the dissolution of any army, less patient, less 
virtuous; and less persevering, than that which I have had 
the honour to command. — But, while I mention those things 
which are notorious facts, as the defects of our federal con- 
stitution, particularly in the prosecution of a war, I beg it 
may be understood, that, as I have ever taken a pleasure in 
gratefully acknowledging the assistance and support I htJ^ 

N 
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derived from every class of citizens ; so shall I always be 
happy to do justice to the unparalleled exertions of the in* 
dividual states, on many interesting occasions. 

<* I have thus freely disclosed what I wished to make 
known, before I surrendered up my public trust to those who 
committed it to me. The task is now accomplished ; I now 
bid adieu to your excellency, as the chief magistrate of your 
state, at the same time, I bid a last farewell to the cares of 
office, and all the employments of public life. 

" It remains, then, to be my final and only request, that 
your excellency will communicate these sentiments to your 
legislature, at their next meeting; and that they may be 
considered as the legacy of one who has ardently wished, 
on all occasions, to be useful to his country, and who, even 
in the shade of retirement, will not fail to implore the divine 
benediction upon it. 

*' I now make it my earnest prayer, that God would have 
you, and the state over which you preside, in his holy protec- 
tion ; that he would incline the hearts of the citizens to cul- 
tivate a spirit of subordination and obediernce to govern- 
ment; to entertain a brotherly iLfTeetion and love for one 
another^ for their fellow-citizens of the United States at 
large, and particularly for their brethren who have served in 
the field ; and, finally, that he would most graciously be 
pleased to dispose us all to do justice, to love mercy, and 
to demean ourselves with that charity, humility, and pacific 
temper of the mind, which were the characteristics of the 
divine author of our blessed religion ; without ah humble 
imitation of whose example, in these things, we can never 
hope to be a happy nation. 
" I have the honour to be, 

" with much esteem and respect, 

** Sir, your excellency's most obedient, 
'^ and most humble servant, 

"GEORGE WASHINGTON." 

The second of November was fixed for discharging thai 
part of the army which was engaged to serve during the 
war. On that day, General Washington is'sued his farewell 
orders to the armies of the United States, in the most en- 
dearing language. After giving them his advice respectiiig 
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their future conduct, and imploring the choicest of heaven's 
blessings in their favour, he bade them an affectionate fare- 
well. 

On the 25th of the same month, the British evacuated 
New York, and General Washington made his public entry 
into that city, where he was received with every mark of 
respect and attention. 

The hour now approached, in which it became necessary 
for the American chief to take leave of his officers who had 
been endeared to him by a long series of common sufferings 
and dangers. This was done in a solemn manner. The 
officers having previously assembled for the puipose, 
Creneral Washington joined them, and calling for a glass 
of wine, thus addressed them ; ** With a heart full of love 
and gratitude, I now. take my leave of you. I most devoutly 
wish that your latter days may be as prosperous and happy, 
as your former have been glorious and honourable."— 
Having drunk, he added, '* I cannot come to each of you, 
to take my leave, but shall be obliged to you, if each of you 
will come and take me by the hand." General Knox being 
next, he turned ta- him. Incapable of utterance, Washing- 
ton grasped his hand, and embraced him. The officers ap- 
proached successively, and he took an affectionate leave of 
each. Not a word was uttered, on either side. A majestic 
silence prevailed. The tear of sensibility glistened in every 
eye. The tenderness of the scene exceeded* all description. 
When the last of the officers had taken his leave, Washing- 
ton left the room, and passed through the corps of light in- 
fantry, to the place of embarkation.-- The officers followed 
in a solemn, mute procession, and with dejected coun- 
tenances. On his entering the barge to cross the Nortli 
River, he turned towards the companions of his glory, and, by 
waving his hat, bade them a silent adieu. Some answered 
this last signal of respect and affection, with tears ; and all 
fixed thdr eyes upon the barge which conveyed him from 
their sight, until they could no longer distinguish in it the 
person of their beloved commander-in-chief. 

The army being disbanded, Washington proceeded to An- 
napolis, then the seat of congress, to resign his commission. 
On his way thither, he delivered to the comptroller of ac« 
eounts in Philadelphiai an ^count of the expenditure of all 
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the public money that he had ever received. This was in 
his own hand- writing ; and every entry was made in a very 
particular manner. Vouchers were produced for every item, 
except for secret intelligence, and service, which amounted 
to no more than 1,982/. 10^. sterling. The whole, wfaicb 
in the course of eight years of war, had passed through his 
hands, amounted only to 14,479/. 189. 9d, sterling. Nothing 
was charged for personal services ; and actual disbursements 
had been managed with such economy and fidelity, that 
they were all included in the above moderate sum. 

After accounting for all his expenditures of public money, 
(secrct-service-money, for obvious reasons, excepted,) with 
all the exactness which established forms required from the 
inferior officers of his army, he hastened to resign into the 
hands of the fathers of his country, the powers with which 
they had invested him. This was done in a public audience. 
Congress received him as the founder and guardian of the 
republic. While he appeared before them, fliey silently re- 
traced the scenes of danger and distress through which they 
had passed together. They recalled to mind the blessings 
of freedom and peace, purchased by his arm. They gazed with 
wonder on their fellow-citizen, who appeared more great 
and worthy of esteem in resigning his power, than he had 
done in gloriously using it. — Every heart swelled with emo- 
tion. Tears of admiration and gratitude burst from every 
eye. The geaeral sympathy M'^as felt by the resigning hero, 
and wet his cheek with a manly tear. After a decent pause* 
he addressed Mr. Thomas Mifflin, the president of congress 
in the following words : 

" Mr. Presipent, — The great events on which my re- 
signation dependcil, having at length taken place, I have now 
tlie honour of offering my sincere congratulations to con- 
gress, and of presenting myself before them, to surrender 
into their hands the trust committed to me, and to claim the 
indul«rcnce of retiring from the service of my country. 

** Happy, in the confirmation of our independence and 
jwvcreignty, and pleased with the opportunity afforded the 
United States of becoming a respectable nation, I resign with 
satisfaction the appointment I accepted with diffidence ; a 
difiidencc in my abilities to accomplish so arduous a t^.k> 
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vfaich, however, was superseded by a confidence in the reo- 
iitude of our cause^ the support of the supreme power of the 
union, and the patronage of Heaven. 

" The successful termination of the war, has verified the 
most sanguine expectations ; and my gratitude for the inter- 
position of Providence, and the assistance I have received 
from my countrymen, increases with every review of the 
momentous contest. 

" While I repeat my obligations to the army- in general, 
I should do injustice to my own feelings, not to acknowledge, 
in this place, the peculiar services and distinguished merits 
of the persons who have been attached to my person during 
the war. It was impossible the choice of confidential of- 
ficers to compose my family, should have been more fortu- 
nate. Permit* me, sir, to recommend in particular, those 
who have continued in the service to the present moment, 
as worthy of the favourable notice and patronage of congress. 

<* I consider it as an indispensable duty, to close this last 
solemn act of my ofiicial life, by commending the interests 
of our dearest country to the protection of Almighty God, 
and those who have the superinteudencie of them to his holy 
keeping. 

" Having now finished the work assigned me, I retire 
from the great theatre of action ; and, bidding an afiectionate 
farewell to this august body, under whose orders I have long 
acted, I here ofier my commission, and take my leave of aU 
the employments of public life.*'* 

• The commission now returned to congress, hacJ been received from them 
shortly after the commencement of hostilities. It was accompanied by a 
unanimous resoluHon of the delegates of the United Colonies, *' That they 
would maintain, assist, and adhere, to George Washington, with their lives 
end fortunes, in the cause *of American liberty." The commission, drawn by 
^ special committee, was in the following words : 

** The delegates of the United Colonies of ]\ew Hampshire, Massachusetts- 
Bay, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, the 
counties of New Castle, Kent, and Sussex, on Delaware ; IS^aryland, Virginia, 
NorU> Carolina, and South Carolina, 

- TO PEORGE WASHINGTON, ESQ. 

* We, reposing specid trust and confidence in your patriotism, valour, coiv 
duct, and ndelily, do by these presents constitute and appoint you to be Gene- 
ral, and Commander-in-chief of the army of the United Colonies, and of all the 
Ibrces now raised or to be raised by them, and of all others who shall voluiv> 
ttkztly oflef their servioe and join the said army, for the defence of Ainericao 

TH2 
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This address being ended. General Washin^n advanced 
and delivered his commission into the hands of the president 
of congress, who replied as follows : 

*^ The United States in congress assembled, receive with 
emotions too affecting for utterance, the solemn resignation 
of the authorities under which you have led their troops with 
success, through a perilous and doubtful war. 

" Called upon by your country to defend its invaded rights, 
you accepted the sacred charge before it had formed alliances, 
and whilst it was without friends or a government to sup- 
port you. 

liberty, and for repelling every hoHtile invasion thereof; and you are hereby 
vested with full power and authority, to act as you shall think for the ^oa 
and welfare of the service. 

" And we do hereby strictly chaise and reauire all officers and soldiers xa^ 
der your command, to be obedient to your oraers, and diligent in the exeiciie 
of their several duties. 

" And we do also enjoin and require you to be careful in exercising the 
^at trust reposed in you, by causing strict discipline and order to be observed 
in the army, and that the soldiers be duly exercised and provided with all 
convenient necessaries. 

** And you are to regulate your conduct in every respect by the rules aod 
discipline of war, as herewith given you, and punctually to observe and fellow 
such orders and directions from time to time, as you shall receive fix)m this, or 
a future Congress of these United Colonics, or committee of Congress. 

" This commission to continue in force, until revoked by this, or a future 
Congress. 

(Signed) « Peyton Randolph, President 
(Attest) " Charles Thomson, Secretarv 
« June 17th. 1775." 

At the time this commission was accepted, the United Colonies had db 
assurance of foreign assistance, and were without established government, 
arms, magazines, forts, money, trade, navy, disciplined troops, or experienced 
officers. 

At the same time, they were denounced by their sovereign, as in a state oi 
rebellion. Washington, by accepting the command of their armies, not only 
subjected one of the largest eslates in America to* confiscation, but hasaurded 
his hfe. The diffidence avowed by him on the occasion, was not the common 
cant of successful candidates for promotion, nor did it arise from apprehensioiM 
of personal danger ; but was the offspring of excessive modesty. — ^Though 
vnlling to risk every thing in the contest, he really distrusted his ability tD 
contend in regular war, with the experienced generals of Britain. The double 
and fears which for some time kept him in suspense, at length 3rielded to a 
conviction of duty, and the earnest invitation of^ friends, who appreciated hit 
talents more correctly than he did himself — On the event of his declining the 
high commission, as was for some time expected, it was privately resolved ID 
confer it on general Ward, of Massachusetts. What wx)uld have been the i»> 
toe of the miUtary opposition of America, conducted by that much esteemed 
QmceTymhone can tell ; but, without invidious comparison, it may be safely 
affirmed, that it could not have been more successful than under the ausniott 
of Washington. '^^^ 
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«« You have conducted the great military' contest with 
wisdom and fortitude, invariably regarding the rights of the 
civil power through all disasters and changes. You have, by 
the love and confidence of your fellow-citizens, enabled them 
'o display their martial genius, and transmit their fame to 
j)osterity; you have persevered, till these United States, 
aided by a magnanimous king and nation, have been ena- 
bled, under a just Providence, to close the war in safety, 
freedom, and independence, on which happy event we sin- 
cerely join you in congratulations. 

" Having defended the standard of liberty in this new 
world ; having taught a lesson useful to those who inflict, 
and to those who feel oppression, you retire from the great, 
theatre of action with the blessings of your fellow-citizens ; 
but the glory of your virtues will not terminate with your 
military command ; it will continue to animate - remotest 
ages. We feel with you our obligations to the army in 
general, and* will particularly charge ourselves with the in- 
terests of those confidential oflicers who have attended your 
person to this afiecting moment. 

" We join you in commending the interests of our dearest 
country to the protection of Almighty God, beseeching him 
to dispose the hearts and minds of its citizens to improve 
the opportunity afibrded them of becoming a happy and re- 
spectable nation ; and for you we address to him our earnest 
prayers, that a life so beloved, may be fostered with all his 
care ; that your days may be happy as they have been illus- 
trious, and that he will finally give you that reward which 
this world cannot give." ' • 

The military services of General Washington which ended 
with this interesting day, were as great as ever were render- 
ed by any man to any nation. They were at the same time 
disinterested. How dear would not a mercenary man have 
sold such toils, such dangers, and above all, such successes ? 
What schemes of grandeur and of power would not an am- 
bitious man have built upon the afiections of the people and 
of the army ? The gratitude of America was so lively, that 
any thing asked by her resigning chief, would have been 
readily granted. — He asked nothing for himself, his family, 
or relations ; but indirectly solicited favours for the con- 
fidential officers who were attached to his persoa. These 



152 THE LIFE OF 

were yonn^ gentlemen without fortune, who had served him 
in the capacity of aids-de-camp. To have omitted the op- 
portunity which then offered, of recommending them to theii 
country's notice, would have argued a degree of insensibihty 
in tlic breast of dieir friend. The only privilege distinguisl^ 
ine him from other private citizens, which the retiring 
"Washington did or would receive from his grateful couo^ 
try, was a right of sending and receiving letters free of posV 
age. 

The American chief, having, by his own voluntary act, 
become one of the people, hastened, with ineffable delight, 
to his seat at Mount Vernon, on the banks of the Potomac 
There, in a short time, the most successful general in the 
world, became tlie most diligent farmer in Virginia. 

To pass suddenly from the toib of the first conunission 
in the United States to the care of a farm ; to exchange the in- 
struments of war, for the implements of husbandry, and to be- 
come at once the patron and example of ingenious agriculture ; 
would, to most men, have been a difficult task. But to the 
elevated mind of Washington, it was natural and delightful 
From this example, let the commanders of armies learn, 
that the fame which is acquired by the sword, without guilt 
or ambition, may be preserved without power or splendour 
in private life. 
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CHAPTER X. 

General Washington^ on retiring from public life, devotes 
himself to agricultural pursuits. Favours inland naviga- 
tion. Declines offered emoluments from it. Urges an 
alteration of the fundamental rules of the society of the 
Cincinnati, Regrets the defects of the federal system, 
ami recommends a revisal of it. Is appointed a member 
of the continental convention for that purpose, which, 
appointment, after hesitation, he accepts. Is chosen pre- 
sident thereof Is solicited to accept the presidency oj tht 
United States, Writes sundry letters, expressive of the 
conflict in his mind, between duty and inclination. An- 
swers applications for offices. Ills reluctance to enter on 
public life. 

The sensations of Washington, on retiring from publk 
business, are thus expressed : '* I feel as a wearied traveller 
must do, who, after treading many a painful step with a 
heavy burden on his shoulders, is eased of the latter, having 
readied the haven to which all the former were directed, 
and from his house-top is looking back, and tracing with an 
eagle eye, the meanders by which he escaped the quick- 
sands and mires which lay in his way, and into which none 
but the All Powerful Guide and Dispenser of human events 
could have prevented his falling. 

'* I have become a private citizen on the banks of the Po- 
tomac, and, under the shadow of my own vine and my own 
fig-tree, free from the bustle of a camp, and the busy scenes 
of public life, I am solacing myself with those tranquil en- 
joyments, of which the soldier, who is ever in pursuit of 
fame ; the statesman, whose watchful days and sleepless 
nights are spent in devising schemes to promote the welfare 
of his own, perhaps the ruin of otlier countries, as if this 
globe was insuflicient for us all ; and the courtier, who is 
always \^mtching the countenance of his prince, in the hope 
of catching a gracious smile ; can have very little concejv 
tion.— I have not only retired from all public employments, 
t)ut am retiring wiilxin myself, and shall be able to view tiw 
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solitary walk, and tread the paths of private life, with hean- 
felt satisfariion. Envious of none, I am determined to be 
pleased with all ; and this, my dear friend, being the order 
of my march, I will move gently down the stream of life, 
until I sleep with my fathers." 

Agriculture, which had always been the favourite employ- 
ment of Washington, was now resumed with increasing de- 
light. The energies of his active mind were devoted to this 
first and most useful art. No improvements iu the con- 
struction of fanning utensils, no valuable experiments in 
husbandry, escaped his attention. He saw with regret 
the miserable system of cultivation which prevailed too 
generally in his native country, and wished to introduce a 
better. With this view, he engaged in a correspondence 
with some of the distinguished agriculturists in Great Britain, 
particularly the celebrated Arthur Young. — He traced the 
different states of agriculture in the two countries, in a great 
degree to the following obvious principles. In Great Britain, 
land was dear, and labour cheap. In America, the reverse 
existed, to such a degree, that the manuring of land waf 
comparatively neglected, on the mistaken, short-sighted idea, 
tliat it was cheaper to clear and cultivate new fields, than to 
improve and repair such as were old. To this radical error, 
which led to idleness and a vagabond dispersed population} 
he opposed the whole weight of his influence. His ex- 
ample and recommendations tended to revolutionize the 
agriculture of his country, as his valour had revolutionized 
its government. 

'i'he extension of inland navigation occupied much of 
Washington's attention, at this period of exemption from pub- 
lic cares. Soon after peace was proclaimed, he made a tout 
as far west as Pittsburg, and also traversed the western parts 
of New England and New York, and examined for himself 
the difficulties of bringing the trade of the west to different 
points of the Atlantic. Possessed of an accurate knowledge of 
tJie subject, he corresponded with the governors of difierent 
states, and other influential characters. — To them, he sug- 
gested the propriety of making, by public authority, an ap- 
pointment of commissioners of integrity and ability, whose 
duty it should be, after accurate examination, to ascertain 
the nearest and best portages between such of the eastern 
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attd western rivers as headed near to each other, though thej 
ran in opposite directions ; and also to trace the rivers west 
of the Ohio to their sources and mouths, as they respectively 
emptied either into the Ohio, or the lakes of Canada, and to 
make an accurate tnap of the whole, with observations on 
the impediments to be overcome, and the advantages to be 
acquired on the completion of the work. 

The views of Washington, in advocating the extension of 
inland navigation, were grand and magnificent. He consid- 
ered it as an effectual means of cementing the union of the 
states. In a letter to the governor of Virginia, he observed, 
«* I need not remark to you, sir, that the flanks and rear of 
the United States are possessed by other powers, and formi- 
dable ones too ; nor need I press the necessity of applying 
the cement of interest to bind all parts of the union together 
by indissoluble bonds ; especially of binding that part of it 
which lies immediately west of us, to the middle states.— 
For what tie, let me ask, should we have upon those peo- 
ple ; how entirely unconnected with them shall we be, and 
what troubles may we not apprehend, if the Spaniards on 
the right, and Great Britain on their left, instead of throw 
ing impediments in their way as they do now, should hold 
out lures for their trade aiid alliance? When they get 
strength, which will be sooner than most people conceive, 
what will be the consequence of their having formed close 
commercial connexions with both or either of those powers ? 
It needs not, in my opinion, the gift of prophecy to fore- 
tell." — After stating the same thing to a member of congress, 
he proceeds, «« It may be asked, how we are to prevent this ? 
Happily for us, the way is plain. Our immediate interest, 
as well as remote political advantages, poijil to it; whilst a 
combination of circumstances render the present time more 
favourable than any other, to accomplish it. Extend the in- 
land navigation of the eastern waters ; communicate them as 
near as possible with those which run westward ; open these 
to the Ohio ; open also such as extend from Ohio towards 
Lake Erie ; and we shall not only draw the produce of the 
western settlers, but the peltry and fur trade of the lakes also, 
to our ports ; thus adding an immense increase to our ex- 
ports, and binding those people to us by a chain which never 
can be broken." 
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The Virginia legislature acted on the recommendation of 
General Washington, to the extent of his wishes ; and in 
consequence, works of the greatest utility have been nearly 
accomplished. They went one step farther, and, by a legis- 
lative act, vested in him, at the expense of the state, one 
hundred and fifty shares in the navigation of the rivers Po» 
tomac and James. — The act for this purpose was introduced 
with the following preamble : " Whereas it is the desire of 
the representatives of this commonwealth, to embrace every 
suitable occasion of testifying their sense of the unexampled 
merits of George Washington, Esq. toward his country; and 
it is their wish in particular that those great works for its 
improvement, which, both as springing from the liberty 
which he has been so instrumental in establishing, and has 
encouraged by his patronage, will be durable monuments of 
his glory, may be made monuments also of the gratitude of 
his country. Be' it enacted," <fec. 

To the friend who conveyed to Washington the first in- 
telligence of this bill, he replied ; " It is not easy for me to 
decide, by which my mind was most affected upon the re- 
ceipt of your letter of the sixth instant, — surprise or grati- 
tude. Both were greater than I had words to express. The 
attention and good wishes which the assembly have evidenced 
by their act for vesting in me one hundred and fifty shares 
in the navigation of the rivers Potomac and James, is more 
than mere compliment. There is an unequivocal and sub- 
stantial meaning annexed. — But believe me, sir, no circum- 
stance has happened since I left the walks of public life, 
which has so much embarrassed me. On the one hand, I 
consider this act as a noble and unequivocal proof of the 
good opinion, the affection, and disposition of my coimtry 
to serve me ; and 1 should be hurt, if, by declining the ac- 
ceptance of it, my refusal should be construed into disre- 
spect, or the smallest slight upon the generous intention of 
the legislature, or that an ostentatious display of disinterest- 
edness or public virtue was the source of refusal. On the 
other hand, it is really my wish to have my mind and my 
actions, which are the result of reflection, as free and i!>- 
dependent as the air, that I may be more at liberty to ex- 
press my sentiments, and if necessary to suggest what may 
occur to me under the fullest conviction^ that, althovgh mj 
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Judgment may be arraigned, there will be no suspicion that 
sinister motives had the smallest influence in the suggest 
tion. — Not content then with the bare consciousness of my 
having, in all this navigation business, acted upon the clear- 
est conviction of the political importance of the measure, I 
would wish that every individual who may hear that it was a 
favourite plan of mine, may know also that I had no other 
motive for promoting it than the advantage of which I con- 
ceived it would be productive to the union at large, and to 
this state in particular^ by cementing the eastern and western 
territory together, at the same time, that it will give vigour 
to, and increase our commerce, and be a convenience to our 
citizens. 

" How would this matter.be viewed, then, by the eye of 
(he world, and what opinion would be formed, when it comes 

to be related that G W n exerted himself 

to effect this work, and that G W n has 

received twenty thousand dollars, and five thousand pounds 
sterling of the public money, as an interest therein ? Would 
not this, if I am entitled to* any merit for the part I have 
performed, and without it there is no foundation for the act, 
deprive me of the principal thing which is laudable in my 
conduct? — Would it not in some respects be considered in 
the same light as a pension ? And would not the apprehen- 
sions of this induce me to offer my sentiments in future with 
the more reluctance ? In a word, under whatever pretence, 
and however customary these gratuities may be in other 
countries, should I not thenceforward be considered as a de- 
pendant ? One moment's thought of which would give me 
more pain, than 1 should receive pleasure from tlie product 
of all the tolls, was every farthing of them vested in me." 

To the governor of the state, on receiving from hipi an of- 
ficial copy of the aforesaid act, Washington replied as follows : 

** Your excellency having been pleased to transmit me a 
copy of the ^ct appropriating to my benefit certain shares in 
the companies for opening the navigation of James and Poto- 
mac rivers ; I take the liberty of returning to the general as- 
sembly, through your hands, the profound and grateful ac- 
knowledgments inspired by so signal a mark of their benefit 
Beat intentions, towards me. I beg you, sir, to assure them 
that I am filled on this occasion with every sentiment which 

O 
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esn flow from a heart warm with love to my country, sensi- 
ble to every token of its approbation and affection, and soli- 
citous to testify in every instance a respectfol submission to 
its wishes. 

*/ With these sentiments in my bosom, I need not dwell 
on the anxiety I feel, in being obliged, in this instance, to 
decline a favour which is rendered no less flattering by the 
manner in which it is conveyed, than it is affectionate in it- 
self. In explaining this, I pass over a comparison of my en- 
deavours in the public service, with the many honourable tes- 
timonies of approbation which have already so far overrated 
and overpaid them ; reciting one consideration only, which 
supersedes the necessity of recurring to every other. 

" When I was first called to the station with which I was 
honoured during the late conflict for our liberties, to the dif- 
fidence which 1 had many reasons to feel in accepting it, I 
thought it my duty to join a firm resolution to shut my hand 
against every pecuniary recompense. To this resolution, I 
have invariably adhered, and* from it, 'if I had the inclination, 
I do not consider myself at liberty now to depart. 

** Whilst i repeatj^therefore, my fervent acknowledgments 
to the legislature, for their very kind sentiments and intei^ 
tions in my favour, and at the same time beg them to be per- 
suaded, that a remembrance of this singular proof of their 
goodness toward me will never cease to cherish returns of 
the warmest affection and gratitude ; I must pray that their 
act, so far as it has for its object my personal emolument, 
may not have its effect ; but, if it should please the general 
assembly to permit me to turn the destination of the fund .vest- 
ed in me, from my private emolument to objects of a public 
nature, it will be my study, in selecting these, to prove the 
sincerity of ray gratitude for the honour conferred upon me, 
by preferring such as may appear most subservient to. the 
enlightened and patriotic views of the legislature." 

The wishes suggested in this letter, were sanctioned by the 
legislature ; and at a subsequent time the trust was executed 
by conveying the shares to the use of a seminary of learning 
m the vicinity of each river. 

Near the close of the revolutionary war, the oflicers of the 
American army, with a view of perpetuating their friend- 
ships, formed themselves into a society, to be named aft«r 
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&e famous Roman patriot, Cincinnatus, At the head of their 
society, was placed General Washington. By the rules of 
their institution, the honours of the society were to be hered- 
itary in their respective families, and distinguished indivi- 
duals might be admitted as honorary members for life. These 
circumstances, together with the union of the officers" of the 
army, gave an alarm to the community ; several individuals 
of which supposed that the hereditary part of the institution 
would be a germ of nobility. — It was the usual policy of 
Washington to respect the opinions of the people^ in matters 
indifferent, or of small magnitude, though he might think 
them mistaken. Having ascertained to his own satisfaction, 
that a degree of jealousy pervaded the mass of the people, 
Tespecting the probable tendency of this perpetual hereditary 
4society, he successfully exerted his influence to new model 
its rules, by relinquishing the hereditary principle, and the 
power of adopting honorary members. The result proved 
the wisdom of the measure; for jealousies of the society 
henceforward ceased, and its members were received as breth- 
ren by the most suspicious of their fellow-citizens* 

When Washington, at the close of the revolutionary war, 
became a private citizen, his country confidently anticipated 
-every possible blessing from peace, independence, and self- 
government. But experience soon proved the inefficacy of 
existing systems^ for promoting national happiness, or pre- 
serving national dignity. Congress had neither the power 
nor the means of doing justice to public creditors, nor of en- 
forcing the respeei of foreign nations. Gold and silver van- 
ished; commerce languished; property depreciated; and 
* credit expired. The lovers of liberty and independence be- 
gan to be less sanguine in their hopes from the American re- 
volution ; and to fear that they had built a visidhary fabric of 
government on tt^e fallacious ideas of public virtue. — For the 
first five or six years immediately following peace, the splen- 
dour which surrounded the infant states from their successful 
struggle in the cause of independence said self-government, 
viras daily darkening. This state of things could not be in- 
different to Washington. He was amongst the first to disco- 
ver the cause, and to point out the remedy. The inefficient 
support received by him while commander-in-chief, proved 
the inefilpaey of the article? of confederation, for raising and 



mippoctiiig-jfc' leqniBite military foree. The eij»etienee of ^ 
first yean of peace, proved Hieir total inadequacy for the 
porpofle of natibiial govemnnent. From want of vigour in the 
iederal head, the United States were £nt 'dwindling intose- 
pnaite sovefeigntieti, unconnected by any bond of uMoli, 
equal. "to public exigency.^— The private letters of Washing- 
ton at this, timcy ihbw Ms totxiety f<Mr hid -cotfiitry's welfoe, 
and his wisdom in pointing out a remedy for its degrada^io. 
In one of iheniy h& observes, ** The confederation appears to 
me to be Utile more than a shadow without the substance, 
and congress a nugatory body,-^theitdxdin&nces being litde 
attended to. To me, it is solecismrin politico ; indeed, it is 
one of the m6st extraordin'bjry tibiings in nature, that we 
should confederate, as a nation, and yet be afraid to give ^c 
rulers of tibat: nation^ who are the creatures of our own mak- 
ing, appointed for a limited and short duration, and who are 
amenaole for every action, recallable at any moment, slnd 
subject to all Ihe evils which they may be instrumental iii 
producing, sufficient powers to order and difect the afikirs of 
the same. By such policy, Uie wheels of government are 
clogged, and bur brightest prospects, and that high eirpecta- 
lion which was entertaihed of us by the wondering world, 
are turned into astonishment; and, from the high ground on 
which we stood, we are descending into the vale of confusion 
and darkness. 

*^ That we have it in our power to become one of the most 
respectable nations upon earth, admits, in my humble opin-^ 
ion, of no doubt, if we would but pursue a wise, just, and 
liberal policy towards one another, and would keep good, 
faith with the rest of the- world. That our resources are am- 
ple and increasing, none can deny : but while they are grndg* 
ingly applied; or not applied at all, we give a vital stab to 
public faith, and will sink in the eyes of £urope into con^* 
tempt. 

In another, «* It is one of the evils of democratic, governor 
ments, that the people, not always seeing, and frequenUy mis- 
led, must often feel befoire they are set right But eyOs of 
this nature seldom fail to work their own ci|re. It is to be 
lamented,, nevertheless, that the remedies are so slow*, and 
that those who wish to apply them . seasonably, are not at* 
tended to before they suffer in person, in interest, wid itf-ve*' 
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putation. I am not without hopes that matters will soon take 
a favourable turn in the federal constitution. The discerning 
part of the community have long since seen the necessity of 
giving adequate powers to congress for national purposes, and 
those of a different description must yield to it ere long." 

In a letter to Mr. Jay, General Washington obser\'ed ; 
** Your sentiments, that our affairs are drawing rapidly to a 
crisis, accord with my own. What the event will be, iS also 
beyond the reach of my foresight. We have errors to cor- 
rect ; we have probably had too good an opinion of human 
nature in forming our confederation. Experience has taught 
us, that men will not adopt and carry into execution, mea- 
sures the best calculated for their own good, without the in- 
tervention of coercive power. I do not conceive we can 
subsist long as a nation, without lodging somewhere a power 
which will pervade the whole union in as energetic a manner, 
as the authority of the state governments extends over the 
several states. — To be fearful of investing congress, consti- 
tuted as that body is, with ample authorities for national pur- 
poses, appears to me the very climax of popular absurdity 
and madness. Could congress exert them for the detriment 
of the people, without injuring themselves in an equal or 
greater proportion ? Are not their interests inseparably con- 
nected with those of their constituents ? By the rotation of 
appointments, must they not mingle frequently with the mass 
of citizens ? Is it not rather to be apprehended, if they were 
possessed of the powers before described, that the individual 
members would be induced to use them on many occasioiis, 
very timidly and inefficaciously, for fear of losing their popu- 
larity and future election ? — We must take human nature as 
we find it ; perfection falls not to the share of 'mortals. Many 
are of opinion that congress have too frequently made use 
of the suppliant humble tone of requisition, in applications 
to the states, when they had a right to assert their imperial 
dignity, and command obedience. Be that as it may, requi- 
sitions are a perfect nullity, where thirteen sovereign, inde- 
pendent, disunited states, are in the habit of discussing, and 
refusing or complying with them at their option. — Requisi- 
tions are actually little better than a jest and a by-word 
throughout the land. If yon tell the legislatures they hav« 
violated the treaty of peace, and invaded the prerogatives of 

o2 
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the confederacy, they will laugh in your face. What then 
is to he done ? Things cannot go on in the same train for 
eVer. It is much to he feared, as you observe, that the better 
kind of people, being disgusted with these circumstances, 
will have their minds prepared for any revolution whatever. 
We are apt to run from one extreme into another. To anti- 
cipate and prevent disastrous contingences, would be the part 
of wisdom and patriotism. 

** What astonishing changes are a few years capable of 
producing ! I am told that even respectable characters speak 
of a monarchical form of government, without horror. From 
thinking, proceeds speaking ; thence to acting is often but a 
single step. But how irrevocable and tremendous ! What a 
triumph for our enemies to verify their predictions ! What 
a triumph for the advocates of despotism, to find that we are 
incapable of governing ourselves, and that systems founded 
on the basis of equal liberty, are merely ideal and fallacious I 
Would to God that wise measures may be taken in time to 
avert the consequences we have but too much reason to ap- 
prehend." ** Retired as I am from the world, I frankly ac- 
knowledge, I cannot feel myself an uncon\;emed spectator. 
Yet, having happily assisted in bringing the ship into port, 
and having been fairly discharged, it is not my business to 
embark again on a sea of troubles." 

" Nor could it be expected that my sentiments and opin- 
ions would have much weight on the minds of my country- 
men. They have been neglected, though given as a last le- 
gacy, in the most solemn manner. I had then, perhaps, 
some claims to public attentions. 1 consider myself as hav- 
ing none at present." 

. Illumination, on the subject of enlarging the powers of 
congress, was gradual. Washington, in his extensive corres- 
pondence and .intercourse with the leading characters of the 
different states, urged the necessity of a radical reform in the 
existing system of government. The business was at length 
seriously taken up, and a proposition was made by Virginia, 
for electing deputies to a general convention, for the sole 
purpose of revising the federal system of government. 

While this proposition was under consideration, an event 
occurred, which pointed out the propriety of its adoption. 
The pressure of evils, in a great degree resulting from the 
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imbecility of government, aided by erroneous opinions, which 
confound liberty with licentiousness, produced commotions in 
Massachusetts, which amounted to treason and rebellion. On 
this occasion, Washington expressed himself in a letter as 
ibllows ; " The commotions and temper of numerous bodies 
in the eastern country, present a state of things equally to be 
lamented and deprecated. They exhibit a melancholy veri- 
fication of what our transatlantic foes have predicted, and of 
another thing, perhaps, which is still more to be regretted, 
and is yet more unaccountable, that mankind, when left to 
themselves, are unfit for their own government. — I am mor- 
tified, beyond expression, when I view the clouds which have 
spread over the brightest morn that ever dawned upon my 
country. In a word, I am lost in amazement, when I be- 
hold what intrigue the interested views of desperate charac- 
ters, ignorance and jealousy of the minor part, are capable 
of efiecting, as a scourge on the major part of our fellow-ci- 
iizens of the union ; for it is hardly to be supposed, that the 
great body of tlie people, though they will not act, can be so 
•hort-sighted, or enveloped in darkness, as not to see rays of 
ft distant sun through all this mist of intoxication and folly. 

" You talk, my good sir, of employing influence to appease 
the present tumults in Massachusetts. I know not where 
that influence is to be found, nor, if attainable, that it would 
be a proper remedy for these disorders. Influence is not go- 
vernment. Let us have a government by which our lives, 
liberties, and properties, will be secured, or let us know the 
worst at once* Under these impressions, my humble opin- 
ion is, that there is sl call for decision. Know precisely 
what the insurgents aim at. If they have real grievances, 
redress them if possible, or acknowledge the justice of them, 
and your inability to do it in the present moment If they 
have not, employ the force of government against them at 
once. — If this is inadequate, all will be convinced that the 
superstructure is bad, or wants support. To be more exposed 
in the eyes of the world, and more contemptible, is hardly 
possible. To delay one or the other of these expedients, 
is to exasperate on the one hand, or to give confidence on 
the other, and will add to their numbers ; for, like snow- 
tlialls, such bodies increase by every movement, unless ther^ 
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$■ 
is something in the way to ohstruct and crumble them befors 

their weight is too great and irresistible. 

*' These are my sentiments. Precedents are dangennu 
things. Let the reins of government, then, be braced and 
held with a steady hand, and every violation of the constitu- 
tion be reprehended. If defective, let it be amended, but not 
suffered to be trampled upon, whUe it has an existence." 

Virginia placed the name of Washington at the head of 
her delegates for the proposed conventibn. Letters poured 
in upon him from all sides, urging his acceptance of the ap- 
pointment. Li answer to a letter from Mr. Madison, who had 
been the principal advocate of the measure in the Virginia 
legislature, General Washington replied, ** Although I have 
oid a public adieu to the public walks of life, and had resolv- 
ed never more to tread that theatre, yet, if upon any occa^ 
sion so interesting to the well being of our confederacy, it 
nad been the wish of the assembly that I should be an asso- 
ciate in the business of revising the federal system, I should, 
from a sense of the obligation I am under for repeated proofs 
of confidence in me, more than from any opinion I could en- 
tertain of my usefulness, have obeyed its call ; but it is now 
out of my power to do this with any degree of consistency. 
The cause I will mention. 

" I presume you heard, sir, that I was first appointed, and 
have since been re-chosen, president of the society of the 
Cincinnati ; and you may have understood, also, that the tri- 
ennial general meeting of this body is to be held in Philadel- 
phia the first Monday in May next. Some particular reasons, 
combining with the peculiar situation of my private concerns, 
the necessity of paying attention to them, a wish for retire- 
ment, and relaxation from public cares, and rheumatic pains, 
which I begin to feel very sensibly, induced me, on the 31st 
ultimo, to address a circular letter to each state society, in- 
forming them of my intention not to be at the next meeting, 
and of my desire not to be re-chosen president. The vice- 
president is also informed of this, that the business of the 
society may not be impeded by my absence. Under these 
circumstances, it will readily be perceived, that I could not 
appear at the same time and place, on any other occasion, 
without giving offence to a very respectable and deserviiig 
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part of the community^ the late officers of the American 
army." 

The meeting of the convention was postponed to a day 
subsequent to that of the meeting of the Cincinnati. This 
removed qpe of the difficulties in the way of Washington's 
acceptance of a seat in the convention, and, joined with the 
importance of the call, and his own eag&r desire to advance 
the public interest, finally induced his compliance with the 
wishes of his friends. 

The convention met in Philadelphia, in May, and unani- 
mously chose George Washington their president. On the 
17th of September, 1787, they closed their labours, and sub- 
mitted the result to congress, with their opinion " that it 
should be submitted to a convention of dislegates chosen in 
each state by the people thereof, under the recommendation 
of its legislature, lor their assent and ratification." 

By thi%new form of government, ample powers were 
given to coqgress, witlioui the intervention of the states,^ for 
every purpose that national dignity, interest, or happiness 
required. 

The ablest pens, and most eloquent tongues, were em- 
ployed for, and against, its acceptance. In this animated 
contest, Washington took no part. Having with his sword 
vindicated the right of his country to self-government, and, 
having with his advice aided in digesting an efficient form of 
government, which he most thoroughly approved, it seemed 
Qiat he wished the people to decide for themselves, whether 
to accept or reject it. 

The constitution being accepted by eleven states, and pre- 
paratory measures being taken for bringing it into operation, 
all eyes were turned to Washington, as the fittest man for 
tlie office of President of the United States. His corres- 
pondents began to press his acceptance of the high, office, as 
essential to the well being of his country. 

To those who think that Washington was like other men, 
it will scarcely appear possible, that suweme magistracy pos- 
sessed no charms sufficient to tempt him from his beloved 
retirement, when he was healthy and strong, and only fifty- 
seven years old ; but, if an opinion can be formed of his real 
aentiments, from the tenor of his life and confidential comr 
munications to his most intimate friends, a conviction will bo 
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produced, that his acceptance of the presideocy of the United 
States was the result of a victory obtained by a sense of duty 
over his inclinations, and was a real sacrifice of the latter to 
the former. 

In a letter to colonel Henry Lee, Washingtoiiif observes ; 
** Notwithstanding my advanced season of life, 'my increa»' 
ing fondness for agricultural amusements, and 'my growing 
love of retirement, augment and confirm my decided pred^ 
lection for the character of a private citizen ; yet it will be 
no one of these motives, nor &e hazard to which my former 
reputation might be exposed, nor the terror of encountering 
new fatigues and troubles, that would deter me from aon ao- 
. ceptance, bufa belief that soine other person, who had less pre- 
tence, and less inclination to be excused, could execute all the 
duties full as satisfactorily as myself. — To say more, would 
be indiscreet, as a disclosure of a refusal beforehand, might 
JACur the application of the fable, in which the fcj^ is repre- 
sented as undervaluing the grapes he could not#each. You 
will perceive, my dear sir, by what is here observed, and 
which you will be pleased to congiider in the light of a confi* 
dential communication, that my inclinations wiU dispose and 
decide me to remain as I am, unless a clear and insurmount* 
able conviction should be impressed on my mind, that some 
very disagreeable consequences must in all human probabili- 
ty result from the indulgence of my wishes." 

In a letter to colonel Hamilton, Washington observes, ** If I 
am not grossly deceived in myself, I should unfeignedly re- 
joice, in case the electors, by giving their votes to some other 
person, would save me from the dreadful dilemma of be- 
ing forced to accept or refuse. If that may not be, I am in 
the next place, earnestly desirous of searching out the truth, 
and of knowing whether there does not exist a probability 
that the government would just as happily and effectually be 
carried into execution, without my aid, as with it. — ^I am 
truly solicitous to obtain all the previous information which 
the circumstances will afford, and to determine, when the 
determination can no longer be postponed, according to the 
principles of right reason, and the dictates of a clear con** 
science, without too great a reference to the unforeseen con» 
sequences which may affect my person or reputation. Until 
that period, I may fairly ^pld myself open to convictioQi 
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ihotigli I allow your sentiments to have weight in them ;. and 
•I shall not pass by your a"^guments, without giving them as 
tlispassionate a consideration as* I can possibly bestow upon 
them. 

*' In taking a survey of the subject, in whatever point of 
light I have been able to place it, I will not suppress the ac- 
knowledgment, ray dear sir, that I have always felt a kind of 
gloom upon my mind^ as often as I have been taught to ex* 
pect I might, and perhaps, must be called upon, ere long, to 
make- thel decision. You will, I am well assured, believe the 
assertion, that I haVe little expectation it would gain credit 
from those who are less acquainted with me, that if I should 
receive the appointment, and should be prevailed upon to ac» 
cept it, the acceptance would be attended with more difficul- 
ty and reluctance, than I ever experienced before. — ^It would 
be, however, with a fixed and sole determination of lending 
whatever assistance might be in my power to promote the 
public weal, in hopes that at a convenient and early period, 
my seryices might be dispensed with ; and that I might be 
permitted once more to retire, to pass an unclouded evening, 
after the stormy day of life, in the bosom of domestic tran- 
quillity." 

In a letter to general Lincoln, Washington observes, "I may, 
however, with great sincerity, and I believe without ofiend- 
ing against modesty and propriety, say to you, that I most 
heartily wish the choice to whick you aUude,. might not fall 
upon me ; and that if it should, I must reserve to myself th^ 
right of making up my final decision, at the last moment, 
when it can be brought into one view, and when the expedi- 
ency or inexpediency of a refusal can be more judiciously de- 
termined, than at present. But be assured? my dear sir, if, 
from any inducement, I shall be persuaded ultimately to ae- 
cept, it will not be, so far as I know my own heart, from any 
of a private or personal nature. Every personal considera* 
tion conspires to rivet me, if I may use the expression, la 
retirement. — ^At my time of life, and under my circumstan- 
ces, nothing in this world can ever draw me from it, unless 
it be a conviction that the partiality of my countrymen has 
made my services absolutely necessaiy, joined to a fear that 
my refusal might induce a belief that I preferred the consei- 
yation of my own reputation and private ease, to the good of 
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my country ! After all, if I should conceive myself in a 
manijer constrained to accept, I call Heaven to witness, that « 
this very act would be the gi^patest sacrifice of my personal* 
feelings and wishes, that ever I have been called upon to 
make. It would be to forego repose and domestic enjoy- 
ment, for trouble, perhaps for public obloquy ; for I should 
consider myself as entering upon an unexplored field, enve- 
loped on every side with clouds and darkness. 

'' From this embarrassing situation, I had naturally sup- 
posed that my declarations at the close of the war, would have 
sLved me, and that my sincere intentions, then publicly made 
known, would have effectually precluded me, for ever after- 
wards, from being looked upon as a candidate for any office. 
This hope, as a last anchor of worldly happiness in old age, 
I had carefully preserved, until the public papers and private 
letters from my correspondence in almost every quarter, 
taught me to apprehend that I might soon be obliged to an* 
swer the question, whether I would go again into public lif© 
or not." 

In a letter to the marquis de la Fayette, Washington ob- 
serves, " Your sentiments indeed coincide much more near- 
ly with those of my other friends, than with my own feel- 
ings. In truth, my difficulties increase and magnify as I 
draw towards the period, when, according to the common be- 
lief, it will be necessary for me to give a definite answer, in 
one way or other. Should circumstances render it in a mai>> 
ner inevitably necessary to be in the affirmative, be assured, 
my dear sir, I shall assume the task with the most unfeign- 
ed reluctance, and with a real diffidence, for which I shall 
probably receive no credit from the world. — If I know my 
own heart, nothing short of a conviction of duty, will induce 
me again to take an active part in public affairs. And in that 
case, if I can form a plan for my own conduct, my endea- 
vours shall be unremittingly exerted, even at the ha2ard of 
former fame, or present popularity, to extricate my country 
from the embarrassments in which it is entangled through 
want of credit, and to establish a general system of policy, 
which, if pursued, will ensure permanent felicity to the com- 
monwealth. I think I see a path as clear and as direct as a 
ray of light, which leads to the attainment of that object. 
Nothingf but harmony, honesty, industry, and frugality, ar« 
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iiMessary to make us a great and happy people. Happily, 
the present posture of affairs, ahd the prevailing disposition 
of my countrymen, promise to co-operate in establishing 
tiiose four great and essential pillars of public felicity." 

Before the election of a president occurred, so unirersal 
was the expectation that Washington would be elected, th&t 
numerous applications were made to him, in anticipation, for 
offices in the government, which would be in his gift. To 
one of such applicants, he wrote as follows ; " Should it be- 
come absolutely necessary for me to occupy the station in 
which your letter presupposes me, I have determined to go 
into it perfectly free from all engagements of every nature 
whatsoever. A conduct in conformity to this resolution, 
would enable me, in balancing the various pretensions of dif* 
ferent candidates for appointments, to act with a sole refer- 
ence to justice, and the public good. This is, in substance, 
the answer that I have given to all applications, and they are 
not few, which have already been made,' 



CHAPTER XI. 



PPashxngton elected president. On his way to the seat of 
government^ at JSew York, receives the most flattering 
marks of respect. Addresses Congress. The situation 
of the United States in tlieir foreign and domestic rda- 
itons, at the inauguration of fFdshington. Mils up pufh 

" lie offices solely with a view to the public good. Proposes 
a treaty to the Creek Indians, which is at first ry'ect' 
ed. Colonel Willett induces the heads of the nation to 
come to New York, to treat there. The North Western 
Indians refuse a treaty ; hut after defeating generals 
Harmar and St. Clair, they are defeated hy general Wayne* 
They then submit and agree to treat. Jtnew system is 
introduced for meliorating their coriXtition. 

It was intended that the new government should com- 
mence its operations on the 4th of March, 1789 ; but, from 
accidental causes, the election of General Washington to the 

P 
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presidency was not officially announced to him st Momit 
Vernon, till the 14th of next April. This was done bj 
Charles Thompson, secretary to die late congress, who pie- 
sented to him the certificate signed hy the president of tht 
senate of the United States, stating that Gneorge Washington 
was unanimously elected pfesident This imexpected delaj 
was regretted by the public, but not by the newly elected 
president.— In a letter to general Knox, he^ observed, ** As 
to myself, the delay may be compared to a reprieve ; for, io 
eonfidence I tell you, what with the world' would obtais 
little credit, that my movements to the chair of government 
will be accompanied by feelings not unlike those of a culprit 
who is going to the place of his execution ; so tin willing am 
I, in the evening of life, nearly consumed in public eares, to 
quit a peaceful abode for an ocean of difficulties, without tlwt 
competency of political skill, abilities, and inclination, which 
are necessary to manage the helm.-^I am sensible that I am 
embarking the voice of the people, and a good nsone of my 
own, on this voyage, but what returns will be made for them. 
Heaven alone can foretell. Integrity and firmness are all I 
can promise. These, be the voyage long or shorty shall ne- 
ver forsake me, although I may be deserted by all men ; for, 
of the consolations which are to be derived from these, under 
any circumstances, the world cannot deprive me.*' 

On the second day after receiving notice of his appoint- 
ment, Washington set out for New York. On his way thi- 
ther, the road was crowded with numbers, anxious to see the 
man of the people. Escorts of militia, and of gentlemen of 
the first character and station, attended him from state to 
state, and he was every where received with the highest 
honours that a grateful and admiring people could confer. 
Addresses of congratulation were presented to him by the 
inhabitants of almost every place of importance, -trough 
which he passed, to all of which he returned answer^ so mod- 
est and unassuming, as were in every respect suitable'to his 
situation.— So 'great were the honours with which he was load- 
ed, that they could scarcely have failed to produce haughti- 
ness in the mind of any ordinary man ; but nothing of the 
kind was ever discovci'ed in this extraordinary personage. 
On all occasions, he behaved to all men with the afifability of 
«Qe citizen to another. He was truly great in desefviifg th* 
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plaudits of his country, but much greater in not being elated 
by them. ■' 

Of the numerous addresses which were presented on this 
occasion, one, subscribed by Dennis Ramsay, the mayor of 
Alexandria, in the name of the people of that city, who were 
the neighbours of Mr. Washington, was particularly and uni- 
versally admired. It was in the following words : 

** To George Washington^ Usq, President of the United 

States, ^c. 

** Again, your country commands your care. Obedient to 
its wishes, unmindful of your ease, we see you again relin- 
quishing the bliss of retirement, and this too, at a period of 
life when nature itself seems to authorize a preference of re- 
pose. 

" Not to extol your glory as a soldier ; not to pour forth 
our gratitude for past services ; not to acknowledge the jus- 
tice of the unexampled honour which has been conferred up- 
on you by the spontaneous and unanimous suffrage of three 
millions of freemen, in your election to the supreme magis- 
tracy, nor to admire the patriotism which directs your con- 
duct, do your neighbours and friends now address you. 
Themes less splendid, but more endearing, impress our 
minds. The first and best of citizens must leave us ; our 
aged must lose their ornaments ; our youth their model ; our 
agriculture its improver ; our commerce its friend ; our in- 
fant academy its protector ; our poor their benefactor ; and 
the interior navigation of the Potomac, an event replete with 
the most extensive utility, already by your unremitted exer* 
tions brought into partial use, its institutor and promoter. 

"Farewell. Go, and make a grateful people happy; a 
people who will be douWy grateful, when they contemplate 
this recent sacrifice for their interest. 

*f To that Being who raaketh and nnmaketh at his will, 
we commend you ; and, after the accomplishment of the ar- 
duous business to which you are calledv may he restore to us 
again the best of men, and the most beloved fellow-citizen.*^ 

To this, Mr. Washington returned the following answer : 

" Gentlemen, — Although I ought not to conceal, yet I 
cannot describe the painful emotions which I felt, in being 
called upon to deterraiae whether I would accept or refuM 
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the presideney of the United States. The vnaniiiiitj In tfa 
choice ; the opinion of mf friends, communicated from,diffe^ 
ent parts of Europe, as- well af firom America ; the appanoit 
wish of those who were not entirely satisfied with the con^ti- 
tation in its present form, and an ardent desire on mj own 
part to he instrumental in eonneotinf the good will of my 
countrymen towards each other, have indoced-an acceptance.— 
Those who know me hest, and you, my fellow-citizens, are, 
from your situation, in that numher, know better than any 
others, my love of retirement Is so great, that no earllily eon- 
•ideration« short of a conviction of duty, could have prevailed 
upon me to depart£rom my resolution ' never more to take any 
share in transactions of a public nature ^;' for at my age, and 
in my circumstancesc-what prospects or advantages could 1 
propose to myself firom embarking again on the tempestuous 
and uncertain ocean of pubUc life ? 

*' I do not fed myself under the necessily of making pub- 
lic declarations, in order to convince you, gentlemen, of my 
attachment to yourselves, and regard mr your interests. > Ths 
whole tenor of my life has been open to your inspection ; 
and my past aotimis, rather than my present declarations, 
must be the (dedge of my future conduct. 

*'In the mean time, I thank you most sincerely for the 
expressions of kindness contained in your valedictory ad- 
dress. It is true, just after having bade adieu to my domes- 
tic connexions, this tender proof of your friendship is but 
too well calculated, still further to awaken my sensibility, 
and increase my regret at partiiig from the enjoyment of 
private life. 

'' All that now remains for me, is to commit myself and 
you to the protection of that beneficent Being, who, on 
a former occasion, hath happily brought us together, aAer a 
long and distressing separation. Perhaps the same gracious 
Providenpe will again indulge me. Unutterable sensations 
must then be Ipft to more expressive silence, while firom an 
aching heart I bid al} my affectionate friends and kind neighs 
hours farewell." 

Gray's bridge, over the Schuylkill, which Washington 
had to pass, was highly decorated with laurels and eyer? 
greens. At each end, were erected magnificent arches^ com? 
posed of laurels, emblsBiatic^ of Ibf fn9i^f}t ^o^9^ ^iui^pM 
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arches, and on each side of the bridge was a laurel shrub* 
bery. As Washington passed the bridge, a youth, ornament- 
ed with sprigs of laarel, assisted by machinery, let drop 
above his head, though unperceived by him, a civic crown 
of laurel. Upwards of twenty thousand citizens lined the 
fences, fields, and avenues, between tlie Schuylkill and Phi- 
ladelphia. Through these, he was conducted to the city by 
a numerous and respectable body of the citizens, where he 
partook of a sumptuous entertainment provided for him. 
The pleasures of the day were succeeded by a handsome 
display of fire- works in the evening. 

When Washington crossed the Delaware, and landed on 
the New Jersey shore, he was saluted with three cheers by 
the inhabitants of the vicinity. When he came to the brow 
of the hill on his way to Trenton, a triumphal arch appeared, 
erected on the bridge, by the direction of the ladies of the 
place. The crown of the arch was highly ornamented with 
laurels and fiowers ; and on it was displayed, in large charac? 
ters, " December 26th, 1776." On the sweep of the arch 
beneath, was this inscription, " The Defender of the Mo^ 
thers will also protect their Daughters." On the north side, 
were ranged a number of female children, dressed in white, 
with garlands of fiowers on their heads, and baskets of fiow-f 
ers on their arms. In the second row, stood the young wo- 
men ; and behind them, the married ladies of the vicinity. — 
The instant when he passed the arch, the children began tp 
sing the following ode : 

" Welcome, mighty chief! once moie 
Wolcomo to liiis gratefol shoie. 
Now, DO mercenary foe 
Aims again the fatal Jblow, 
Aims atViee the fatal blow. 
Viigina fitir, and matrons grave, — 
l^ese thy conquering arm did save ! 
Build for thee triumphal bowers, 
€trew,ye (air, his way with flowers. 
^trew your hero's way with flowers.** 

Am they sung the last lines, they strewed their flowers on 
the road before their beloved deliverer. His situation ob 
this occasion, contrasted with what he had in December, 
1776, felt on the same spot, when the afifairs of America 
w^re at ^e low^^ ebb of depreaaion, filled him with senstr 

r9 
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tiou diat emnoi be dMcribed. He was rowed acrcMp fte 
bay from Elizabethtown to New York, in a.splendid bai^ge, 
by thirteen piqff* AU the YesaelB in the harbour hoisted 
their flags. Stain were erected and decorated for his re- 
ception. On his landing, universal joy diffused itself throu^ 
erery order of the people; and he was receired and con- 
gratulated by the governor of the state, and officers of the 
corporation. He was conducted from the landing<-plaoe to 
tiie house which had been fitted up for his reception, and 
was followed by a splendid procession of militia in their 
uniforms, and by a great number of citizens. , In the evening 
the houses of the inhabitants were brilliantly illuminated. 

A day was fixed, soon after his arrival,. for his taking the 
oath of office, which was in th^ following words. ** I do 
solemnly swear, that I will faithfully execute the office of 
President of the United States ; and will, to the best of my 
ability, preserve, protect, and defend the constitution of the 
United States." On this occasion, he was wholly, dothed 
In American manufactures. In the morning of the day ap- 
pointed for this porposie, the cietgy of dif^nt denomina- 
tions assembled their congregations in their respective places 
of worship, and offered up public prayers for th^ president 
and people of the United States. — ^About noon, a procession, 
followed by a multitude of citizens, moved from the presi- 
dent's house to Federal Hall. When ^ey came within a 
short distance of the Hall, the troops formed a line on both 
sides of the way, through which Washington, accompanied 
by the vice-president, Mr. John Adams, passed into the 
senate-chamber. Immediately afterwards, accompanied by 
both houses, he went into the gallery opposite to Broad- 
street, and before them and an immense concourse of citizens, 
took the oath prescribed by the constitution, which was ad- 
ministered by Mr. Robert R. Livingston, the chancellor of 
the state of New York. — ^An awful silence prevailed amongst 
the spectators, during this part of the ceremony. It was a 
minute of the most sublime political joy. The chancellor 
then proclaimed him president of the United States. This 
was answered by the discharge of thirteen guns ; and by 
shouts from nearly ten thousand grateful and affectionate 
hearts. The president bowed most respectfully to the peo- 
jpki and the m again resounded with their acdamations* 
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He then retired to the senate-chamber^ where he made the 
following speech to both houses : 

** FeUoW'Citizena of -the Senate^ 

*' and of the tiause of Representatives^ 

'< Among the vicissitudes incident to life, no event could 
have filled me with greater anxieties, than that of which the 
notification was transmitted by your order, and received on 
the 14th day of the present monUi. On the one hand, I was 
summoned by my country, whose voice I can never hear 
but with veneration and love, from a retreat which I had 
chosen with the fondest predilection, and, in my fiattering 
hopes, with an immutable decision, as the asylum of my de- 
clining years ; a retreat which was rendered every day more 
necessary, as well as more dear to me, by the addition of 
habit to inclination, and of frequent interruptions in my 
health to the gradual waste committed on it by time. — On 
the other hand, the magnitude and difficulty of the trust to 
which the voice of my country called me, being sufficient- 
to awaken, in the wisest and most experienced of her citi- 
zens, a distrustful scrutiny into his qualifications, could not 
but overwhelm with despcmdence, one who, inheriting infe- 
rior endowments from nature, and unpractbed in the duties 
of civil administration, ought to be peculiarly conscious of 
his own deficiencies. In &is conflict of emotions, all I dare 
aver is, that it has been my faithful study to collect my duty 
from a just appreciation of every circumstance by which it 
might be effected. — ^All I dare hope is, that; if in accepting 
this task, I have been too much swayed by a grateful re- 
membrance of former instances, or by an affectionate sensi- 
bility to this transcendent proof of the confidence of my 
fellow-citizens ; and have dience too little consulted my 
incapacity, as well as disinclination for the weighty and un- 
tried cares before me, my error will be palliated by the 
motives which misled me, and its consequences be judged 
by my country with some share of the partiality in which 
they originated. 

*' Such being the impressions under which I have, in 
obedience to the public summons, repaired to the present 
itation ; it will be peculiarly improper to omit, in this first 
^cial act, my fervent supplications to that Aiodgbty Being 
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who rules over the univeree; who presides in the eouiieiil 
of nations ; and whose providential aids can supply eyeirj 
human defect, that his benediction may consecrate to the 
liberties and happiness of the people of the United States, a 
government instituted by themselves for these essential pur- 
poses ; and may enable everr instrument employed in its 
administrationft to execute witn success, the functions allotted 
to his charge. — ^In tendering the homage to the great Author 
of every .public and private good, I assure myself that it ex- 
presses your sentiments, not less than tny own ; nor those 
of my feilowrcitizens at large, less than either. No peopk 
can be bound to acknowledge ^md adore the invisible hand 
which conducts the affairs or men, more than the people of 
the United States.«»-£very step by Which they have advanced 
to the character of an independent nation, seems to have been 
distinguished by some token of providential agency $ and in 
the important rev<dution just acconfpiished in the system of 
their united goveniment, the tranquil deliberations and yolon* 
tary consent of so many distinct'^ communities, from which 
the event has resulted^ cannot be compared with the means 
by which most governments iiave been established, without 
some return of pious-gratitude along with an humble antiei?' 
pation of the futuie blessings which the past seem to pre- 
sage. These reflections, arising out of the present crisis, 
have forced themselves too strongly on my mind, to be sup- 
pressed. You will join with me, I trust, in thinking that 
there are none, under the influence df which the proceedings 
of a new and free government can more auspiciously Com- 
mence. 

'^ By the article establishing the executive department, it 
is made the duty of the president * to recommend to your con- 
sideration, such measures as. he shall judge necessary and 
expedient.' The circumstanceis under which I now meet 
you, will acquit me from entering into that. subject, farther 
than to refer to the great constitutional charter under which 
you are assembled, and which, in defining your powers, de- 
signates the objects to which your attention is to be given. 
It will be more consistent with those circumstances, and far 
more congenial with the feelings which actuate me, to sub# 
stitute, in place of a recommen£ition of particular measures,, 
ide Iribme that is due jto tho talents, the reptiivd^, and tbo 



GEORGE WASHINGTON. 177 

patrioiism, which adorn the characters selected to devise 
and adopt them. — ^In these honourable qualifications, I be» 
hold the surest pledges., that, as on one side, no local preju- 
dices or attachments, no separate^^riews nor party animosities, 
will misdirect the comprehensive and equal eye which ought 
to watch over this great assemblage of communities and in- 
terests ; so, on another, that the foundations of our national 
policy will be laid in the pure and immutable principles of 
private morality ; and the pre-eminence of free government 
be exemplified by all the attributes which can win the affec- 
tions of its citizens, and command the respect of the world, 
I dwell on this prospect with every satisfaction which an 
ardent love for my country can inspire ; since there is no 
truth more thoroughly established, than that there exists, in 
the economy and course of nature, an indidioluble union be- 
tween virtue and happiness ; between duty and advantage ; 
between the genuine maxims of an honest and magnanimous 
policy, and the solid rewards of public prosperity and felici- 
ty ; since we ought to be no less persuaded that the propitious 
smiles of Heaven can never be expected on a nation that dis- 
regards the eternal rules of order and right, which Heaven it- 
self ha&t ordained ; and since the preservation of the sacred 
fire of liberty, and the destiny of the republican model of 
government, are justly considered as deeply, perhaps as 
FINALLY, staked, on the experiment intrusted to the hands of 
the American people. 

** Besides the ordinary objects submitted to your care, it 
will remain with your judgment to decide, how far an ex- 
ercise of the occasional power delegated by the fifth article 
of the constitution, is rendered expedient, at the present 
juncture, by the nature of objections which have been urged 
against the system, or by the degree of inquietude which has 
given birth to them.-— Instead of undertaking particular re- 
commendations on this subject, in which I could be guided 
by no lights derived from official opportunities, I shall again 
give way to my entire confidence in your discernment and 
pursuit of the public good, for I assure myself, that whilst 
you carefully avoid every alteration which might endanger 
the benefits of a united and effective government, or which 
ought )p await the future lessons of experience ; a reverence 
for the charaeteriatic rights of fire^men^ aa4 a regard for the 
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pablie harmonyy will snffieieDtly inflaenee your A0libe» 
lionf on the qoestion how fkr the foraner can be more in* 
pregnably fortified^ or the latter be safely.and advantageooalf 
promoted. -^ ■ 

** To the preceding obeerratioiiB, I hsve one to add, wliidk 
win be most propeily addressed to the honse oi representi- 
tives. It concerns mjself, and will, therefore, be as briefii 
possible. When I was first honooxed with a call into ^ 
service of my conntry^ then on the eve pf an ardnous stmg^ 
gle for its liberties, Uie light in which I confemjdated mj 
duty, required that I should renounce every pecuniary com- 
pensation. From this resolution, I have in no instance de- 
parted. And being still under the. impressions which pro 
duced it, I must decline, as inapplicable to m3r8elf, any share 
in the personal Aoluments which may be indispensably in- 
cluded in a permanent provision for. the executive depart- 
ment ; and must, accordingly, pray that the pecuniary esti- 
mates for the station in which I am placed, may, during mj 
continuance in it, be limited to such actual expenditures as 
the public good m!ay be thought to require. 

^< Having thus imparted to you my sentiments, as. they 
have been awakened by the occasion which brings ns toge* 
ther, I shall take my present leave ; but not without resorting 
once more to the benign Parent of the human race, in htm- 
ble supplication, tliat since he has been pleased to favour the 
American people with opportunities for deliberating in per- 
fect tranquillity, and dispositions for deciding with unparal- 
leled unanimity on a form of government for the security of 
their union, and the advancement of their happiness ; so his 
divine blessings may be equally conspicuous in the enlarged 
views, the temperate consultations, and the wise measures 
on which the success of this government must depend." 
. In their apswer to this speech, the senate say ; *'- The 
unanimous suffrage of the elective body in your favour, is 
peculiarly expressive of the gratitude, confidence, and affec- 
tion of the citizens of America, and is the highest testimonial 
at once of your merit and their esteem. We are sensible, 
sir, that nothing but the voice of your fellow-citizens could 
have called you from a retreat, chosen with the fondest pre* 
dilection, endeared by habit, and consecrated to the repose 
of declining years. We rejoice, 9nd widi us all Ameiies* 
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that in obedience to the call of our common country, you 
have returned once more to public life. In you, all parties 
confide ; in you, all interests unite ; and we have no doubt 
that your past services, great as they have been, will be equalf- 
led by your future exertions ; and that your prudence and 
sagacity as a statesman, will tend to avert Ihe dangers to 
which we were exposed, to give stability to the present gov* 
emment, and dignity and splendour to that country, which 
your skill and valour as a soldier so eminently contributed to 
raise to independence and to empire." ^ 

The affection for the person and character of the president, 
with which the answer of the house of representatives glow- 
ed, promised, that, between this branch of the legislature 
also and the executive, the most harmonious co-operation in 
the public service might be expected. 

*' The representatives of the people of the United States,'* 
says this address, " present their congratulations on the event 
by which your fellow-citizens have attested the pre-eminence 
of your merit. You have long held the first place in their 
esteem. You have often received tokens of their affection* 
You now possess the only proof that remained, of theit grati- 
tude for your services, of their reverence for your wisdom, 
and of their confidence in your virtues. You enjoy the high- 
est, because the truest honour, of being the first magistrate, 
by the unanimous choice of the freest people on the face of 
the earth. 

" We well know the anxieties with which you must have 
obeyed the summons from the repose reserved for your de- 
clining years, into public scenes of which you had taken 
your leave for ever. But obedience was due to the occasion^ 
It is already applauded by the universal joy which welcomes 
you to your station. And we cannot doubt that it will be 
rewarded with all the satisfaction with which an ardent love 
for your fellow-citizens must review successful efforts to pro- 
mote their happiness. 

** This anticipation is not justified merely by the past ex- 
perience of your signal services. It is particularly suggested 
by the pious impressions under which you commence your 
administration ; and the enlightened maxims by which you 
mean to conduct iL We feel with you the strongest oblige* 
tions to adort the inraible hand which has led the Ameripm 
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people duoiic^ to many diffieolties ; to eherUi & eouK^ 
responsibility for the destiny of tepiiUieaii iibeity ; and to 
seek the only sure means of pr e s e rving and lecommeD^m 
the precious deposit in a system of Imalation foonded ca 
the principles of an honest policyy and duneeled by the spoit 
of a diffusive patriotism. 

«< In forming the pecuniary provisions for the ezeeotifs 
department, we shall not lose sig^t of a wish resqjting finoB 
motives which give it a peculiar claim to our regard. Tear 
fesolution, in a moment critical to the liberties of your coua* 
try, to renounce all personal emolument, was anKHng the nmnj 
presages of your patriotic services, whi^ have been wmjif 
fulfilled ; and your scrupulous adherence^ now, to the lav 
then imposed on yourseLT, cannot fail to demonstrate the p^ 
rity, whilst it increases the lustre of a character vvhieh w 
so many tides to admiration. 

*^ Such are the sentiments with which we have thon^^t fit 
to address you. They flow from our own hearts, and we 
Verily believe that among the millions we represent, there is 
not a virtuous citizen whose heart will disown them. 

** All that remains is, that we join in your fervent snpfdi- 
cations for the blessings of Heaven on onr country, and that 
we add our own for the choicest of these blessings on the 
most beloved of her citizens." 

The president and congress then attended divine service* 

In the evening, there was exhibited a very ingenious and 
splendid show of fireworksa Between the fort and the Bow- 
ling Green, stood conspicuous, a superb and brilliant trans- 
parent painting, in the centre of which was the portrait of 
the president, represented under the emblem of Fortitude ; 
on his right hand, that of Justice, representing the senate of 
the United States, and on his left, the portrait of Wisdom, 
representing the house of representatives. 

A president of the ■ United States being a new political 
diaracter, to a great portion of whose time the public was 
entitled, it became proper to digest a system of conduct to be 
observed in his intercourse with the world, which would 
keep in view the duties of his station, without entirely dis- 
regarding his personal accommodation, or the course of pub* 
lie opinion. In the interval between his arrival in New York, 
sod hta entering upon the duties of has office, those 



GEORGE WASHINGTON. 181 

Capable of advising on the subject were consufted, and sdme 
rules were framed by General Washington for his govern- 
ment in those respects. — As one of them, the allotment of a 
particular hour for receiving visits not on business, became 
the subject of much animadversion ; and being considered 
merely as an imitation of the levee days established by 
crowned heads ; has constituted not the least important of 
the charges which have been made against him, the motives 
assigned by himself for the rule may not be unworthy of at- 
tcntiour 

Not long after the government came into operation, doctor 
Stuart, a gentleman neaily connected with the government, 
in friendship and by marriage, addressed to him a letter, stat- 
ing the accusations which were commonly circulating in 
Virginia, on different subjects, and especially against the re- 
gal manners of those who administered the affairs of the na- 
tion. In answer to this letter, the president observed, 
" While the eyes of America, perhaps of the world, are 
turned towards this government, and many are watching 
the movements of all those who are concerned in its ad- 
ministration, I should like to be informed, through so 
good a medium, of the public opinion of both men and mea- 
sures, and of none more than myself; — not so much of what 
may be thought commendable parts, if any, of my conduct, as 
of those which are conceived to be of a different complexion. 
The man who means to commit no wrong, will never be 
guilty of enormities, consequently, can never be unwilling to 
Icam what are ascribed to him as foibles. — If they are really 
such, the knowledge of them, in a well-disposed mind, will 
go half way towards a reform. If they are not errors, he 
can explain and justify the motives of his actions. 

** At a distance from the theatre of action, truth is not al- 
ways related without embellishment, and sometimes is en- 
tirely perverted, from a misconception of the causes which 
produced the effects that are the subjects of censure. 

** This leads me to think, that a system which I found it 
indispensably necessary to adopt, upon my first coming to 
this city, might have undergone severe strictures, and have 
had motives very different from those that governed me, 
assigned as causes thereof. — I mean, first, returning no 
yiaita : secondly, appointing certain days to receive ^etii 

Q 
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generally (not to the exclusion, however, of Tisits on anjr 
other days, under particular circumstances ;) and thirdly, at 
first entertaining no company, and afterwards (until I was 
unable to entertain any at all) confining it to official charao- 
iers. — ^A few days evinced the necessity of the first two, in 
so clear a point of view, that, had I not adopted it, I should 
have been unable to attend to any sort of business, unless I 
had applied the hours allotted to rest and refreshment to this 
purpose ; for, by the time I had done breakfast, and thence 
until dinner, and afterwards until bed-^me, I could not get 
relieved from tlie ceremony of one visit, before I had to at- 
tend to another. In a word, I had no leisure to read or to 
answer the despatches that were pouring in upon me from all 
quarters." 

In a subsequent letter, written to the same gentleman, after 
his levees had been openly censured by the enemies of his 
administration, he thus expressed himself: 

^' Befofe the custom was established, which now accom- 
modates foreign characters, strangers, and others, who, froia 
motives of curiosity, respect to tiiie chief magistrate, or any 
other cause, are induced to call upon me, I was unable to a^ 
tend to any business whatsoever^ For, gentlemen, consult- 
ing their own convenience, rather than mine, were calling 
from the time I rose from breakfast — often before-— until I 
MsH dovfh to dinner. This, as I resolved not to neglect my 
public duties, induced me to the choice of one of these alter- 
oatives,— either to r^use them altogether', or to appropriate 
a time for their reception. The first would, I well knew, be 
disgusting to many ; the latter, I expected, would undergo 
animadversion from those who would find fault, with or with- 
out cause. To please every body, was impossible. I there- 
fore adopted that line of conduct which combined public ad- 
vantage with private convenience, and which, in my judg- 
ment, was unexceptionable in itself. 

" These visits are optional. *rhey are made without in- 
vitation. Between the hours of three and four, every Tues- 
day, I am prepared to receive them. Gentlemen, often in 
great numbers, come and go ; chat with each other ; and act 
as they please. A porter shows them into the room ; and 
they retire from it when they choose, and without ceremony. 
Ax their first entrance, they salute me, and as many as I can 
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talk to, I do. What pomp there is in all this, I am unable 
to discover! Perhaps, it consists in not sitting. To this, 
two reasons are opposed; first, it is unusual; secondly, 
(which is a more substantial reason) because I have no room 
large enough to contain a third of the chairs which would be 
sufficient to admit it. — If it is supposed that ostentation, or 
the fashion of courts (which, by the by, originate ofltener in 
convenience, not to say necessity, than is generally ima- 
gined) gave rise to this custom, I will boldly affirm that no 
supposition was ever more erroneous ; for, were I to indulge 
my inclinations, every moment that I could withdraw from 
the fatigues of my station, shoidd be spent in retirement That 
they are not, proceeds from the sense I entertain of the pro- 
priety of giving to every one as free access as consists with 
that respect which is due to the chair of government ; and 
that respect, I conceive, is neither to be acquired nor pre- 
served, but by maintaining a just medium between too much 
state, and too great familiarity. 

'* Similar to the above, but of a more familiar and social 
kind, are the visits every Friday afternoon to Mrs. Washing- 
ton, where I always am. These public meetings, and a din- 
ner once a week, to as many as my table will hold, with the 
references to and from the different departments of state, and 
other communications with all parts of the union, are as 
much, if not more, than I am able to undergo ; for I have 
already had, within less than a year, two severe attacks ; — 
the last worse than the first : — a third, it is more than proba- 
ble, wiU put me to sleep with my fathers; — at what distance 
this may be, I know not." 

When Washington commenced his administration, the 
condition of the United States was so embarrassed, as to ex- 
cite many fears for the success of the new government ! The 
treasury was empty. Large debts were due, both by the old 
congress and individuals, to foreigners, and also by the Unit- 
ed States to its own citizens, and by citizens to citizens. 
Every effort, made by the former government, to pay, or 
even to fund its debts, had failed, from the imbecility of the 
federal system* Great discontents prevailed in the United 
States;for iiie party opposed to the new constitution was strong 
and niftnerous* Several of these were elected to seats in the 
new coQgrettu Some weie clamorouis for a new convention* 
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and the most moderate for amendments of what had been 
ratified. Two states, North CaroUna and Rhode Island, by 
refusing an acceptance of the constitution, were not within 
the pale of its operations. 

Animosities prevailed to a great degree, between the Uni^ 
ed States and Great Britain. Each charged the other with 
a breach of the late treaty. In support of these charges, one 
party urged the severities practised towards the loyalists, and 
also that some of the states had interposed legal impediments 
to the recovery of debts due to British subjects. The other 
recriminated, by alleging, that the British, on their departure 
from the United States, had carried off with them several 
thousands of negroes belonging to the Americans ; alnd con- 
tinued to possess sundry posts within the acknowledged limits 
of the United States ; and that from these posts they encour- 
aged and instigated the neighbouring Indians to make war on 
their north-western frontier settlements. — Spain, from the 
circumstance of her owning the land on each side of the 
mouth of the Mississippi, claimed the exclusive navigation 
of that river ; while the western inhabitants of the IJnited 
States looked to their country for a vindication of their com- 
mon right to the use of this highway of nature. The bound- 
aries of the United States, towards the territories of Spain in 
the south, and towards those of Britain in the northeast, were 
both unsettled and in dispute. — The whole regular effective 
force of the United States, was less than six hundred men. 
Their trade was restricted much more than when they form- 
ed a part of the British empire. They had neither money to 
purchase, nor a naval force to compel the friendship of the 
Barbary powers ; and were, therefore, exposed to capture, 
whenever they ventured to trade in the Mediterranean, the 
coasts of which offered the best markets for some of their 
valuable commodities. 

The military strength of the northern Indians who inhab- 
ited the cpuntry between the Lakes, the Mississippi, and the 
Ohio, was computed at five thousand men, and of these, fif- 
teen hundred were at open war with the United States. The 
Creeks, in the southwest, who could bring six thousand fight« 
ing men into the field, were at war with Georgia. 

These were but a part of the embarrassments under" which 
the United States laboured, when General Washington w^ 
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called to the helm. The redress of most of them required 
legislative interference, as well as executive aid. To point 
out the particular agency of the president, in removing these 
embarrassments, and generally ameliorating the condition of 
the United States, is peculiarly the province of the biogra- 
pher of Washington. 

Congress having organized the great departments of go- 
vernment, it became the duty of the president to designate 
proper persons to' fill them. In discharging this delicate and 
difficult trust, Washington kept himself free from every en- 
gagement, and uniformly declined giving decisive answers 
to applicants, having previously resolved to nominate per- 
sons to offices with a sole view to the public good, and to 
bring forward those who, upon every consideration, and 
from the best information that he could obtain, were, in his 
judgment, most likely to answer the great end. 

Under Uiese impressions, he placed colonel Hamilton at 
the head of the treasury department. At the head of the 
department of foreign affairs, he placed Mr. Jefferson. Gen- 
eral Knox was continued in the department of war, which 
he had filled under the old congress ; and the office of attor- 
ney-general was assigned to Mr. Edmund Randolph. 

Those composed 2ie eabinet-council of the Gsst president. 

The judicial department was filled as follows : 

John Jay, of New York, chief justice ; John Rutledge, 
of South Carolina; James Wilson, of Pennsylvania; Wil- 
liam Cushing, of Massachusetts ; Robert Harrison, of Mary- 
land ; and John Blair, of Virginia; associate judges. 

The officers who had been appointed by the individual 
states to manage the revenue, which, under the old system, 
was paid into the state treasury, were re-appointed to cor- 
responding offices under the new constitution, by which the 
revenue had been transferred from the local to the general 
treasury of the union. 

It was amongst the first cares of Washington, to make 
peace with the Indians. General Lincoln, Mr. Gnffin, and 
colonel Humphreys, very soon after the inauguration of the 
president, were deputed by him to treat with the Creek In- 
dians. These met with M'Gillvray, and other chiefs of the 
oatioai wiib a]N)ut two thousand men, at the Bock Landin^t 

a2 
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on the frontiers of Greorgia. The negotiations were soon 
broken off by M'Gillvray, whose personal interest and con- 
nexion with Spain, were supposed to have beeji the real 
cause of their abrupt and unsuccessful termination. — The 
next year brought round an accomplishment of the presi- 
dent's wishes, which had failed on the first attempt. Policy 
and interest concurred, in recommending every prudent mea- 
sure for detaching the Creek Indians from all' connexion with 
the Spaniards, and cementing their friendship with the 
United States. Negotiations carried on with them in the 
vicinity of the Spanish settlements, promised less than ne- 
gotiations conducted at the seat of government.— To induce 
a disposition favourable to this change of place, the president 
sent colonel Willet, a gallant and intelligent officer of the late 
army, into the Creek country, apparently on private busi- 
ness, but with a letter of introduction to M*Gillvray, and 
with instructions to take occasional opportunities tb point 
out the distresses which a war with the United States would 
bring on the Creek nation, and the indiscretion of their 
breaking off the negotiations at the Rock Landing ; and to. 
exhort him to repair with the chiefs of his nation to New 
York, in order to effect a solid and lasting peace. •. Willet 
performed these duties with so much dexterity, that M'Gili- 
vray, with the chiefs of his nation, were induced to come to 
New York, where fresh negotiations commenced, which on 
the 7th of August, 1700, terminated in the establishment of 
peace. 

By his incessant application to public business, and the 
consequent change of active for sedentary habits, the consti- 
tution of the president seemed much impaired ; and, during the 
last session of congress, he had, for the second time since 
entering upon the duties of his present station, been attacked 
by a severe disease, which reduced him to the brink of the 
grave. ISxercise and a temporary relief from the cares of 
office, being essential to the restoration of his health, he de- 
termined, during the short interval afforded by the recess of 
congress, to retire from the metropolis, and from the fatigues 
of public life, to the tranquil shades of Mount Vernon. After 
returning from a visit to Rhode Island — ^which State nol 
having then adopted the American constitution, Jiad not been 
iSLclttded in a tour lately made by him through New Englandt 
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he took leave of New York, and hastened to that peaceful 
retreat, and those rural employments, his' taste for which 
neither military glory, nor political power, could ever di- 
minish. 

After a short indulgence in these favourite scenes, it became 
necessary to repair to Philadelphia, in order to meet the na- 
tional legislature. 

The pacijQic overtures made by Washington to the Indians 
of the Wabash and the Miamis, failed of success. Long 
experience had taught the president, that, on the failure of 
negotiations with Ae Indians, policy, economy, and even 
humanity, required the employment of a sufficient force to 
carry offensive war into their country, and lay waste their 
settlements. The accomplishment of this was no easy mat- 
ter. The Indian nations were numerous, accustomed to war, 
and not without discipline. They were said to be furnished 
with arms and ammunitions from the British posts held 
within the United States, in violation of the treaty of peace. 
Generals Harmar and St. Clair were successively defeated 
by the Indians ; and four or five years elapsed before they 
were subdued. 

Their subjugation was accomplished by general Wayne, 
in 1794. On the eighth of August, general Wayne reached 
the confluence of the Au Glaize and the Miami of the lakes, 
without opposition. The richest and most extensive settle- 
ments of the western Indians, were at this place. Here, h^^- 
halted- a few days, for the purpose of throwing up some" 
works of defence and protection for magazines. In the vi- 
cinity of this post, was collected the whole strength of the 
enemy, amounting to little less than two thousand men. The 
continental legion was not much inferior in number to the 
Indians ; and a reinforcement of about eleven hundred mounted 
militia from Kentucky; commanded by general Scott, gave 
a decided majority of strength to the army of Wayne. — That 
the Indians had determined to give him battle^ was well un- 
derstood j and that its issue would be favourable to the Ame- 
rican army, the discipline of his legion, the ardour of all his 
troops, and the superiority of his numbers, authorized him 
confidendy to expect. Yet, in pursuance of that policy by 
which the United States had been uniformly actuated, he de- 
termined to make one more effort for the attainment of peac« 
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widioat Uooddied ; mod mlBsieiifen W0f6 demtdied 
§erenl lioetile tribes assembled in his fitont; but an erashf 
answer having been returned to his padfic «Tertaie» geaenl 
Wayne was uncertain whether the Indians had decided fa 
peace or war. 

On the fifteenth of August, the American unaj advaneed, 
by slow and cautious marches, down the Miami, with iti 
right covered by that river; and on the eigfateendi arrived it 
the rapids. 

The Indians were advantageously posted behind a tfaidL 
wood, and behind a British fort 

On the morning of the twentieth, the American army ad- 
vanced in columns ; the legion, with its right flank covered 
by the Miami.. One brigade of mounted volunteers, com- 
manded by general Todd, was on the left ; the other, unuder 
general Barbee, was in the rear, A select battalion, com- 
manded by nujor Price, moved in front of the legion, suft- 
dently in advance to give timdy notice for the troops to form, 
in case of action. 

After marching about five miles, major Price reoeived so 
heavy a fire from a concealed enemy, that he was compelled 
to retreat 

The Indians had chosen their ground with judgment They 
had advanced into the thick wood in front of the Britisn 
works, which extends several miles west from tiie Miami, 
^find had' taken a position rendered almost inaccessible to 
^horse, by a quantity of fallen timber, which appeared to have 
been blown up in a tornado. They were formed in three 
lines, within supporting distance of each other ; and, accord- 
ing to their custom, with a very extended front Their line 
stretched to the west, at right angles with the river, about 
two miles ; and tiieir immediate effort was to turn the left 
flank of the American army. 

On the discharge of the first rifle, the legion was formed 
into two lines ; and the front was ordered to advance with 
trailed arms, and rouse the enemy from their covert, at the 
point of the bayonet ; then, and not until then, to deliver a 
fire, and to press the fugitives too closely to allow them time 
to load after discharging their pieces. Soon perceiving th» 
strength of the enemy in front, and that they were endeavour» 
tag to torn the American lefl, the general ordered the foooild 



GEORGE WASfflNGTON. 189 

line to support the first. The le^on cavalry, led by captain 
Campbell, was directed to penetrate between the Indians and 
the river, where the wood was less thick and entangled, in 
order to charge their left flank ; and general Scott, at the 
head of the mounted volunteers, was directed to make a con- 
siderable circuit, and to turn their right flank. 

These orders were executed with spirit and promptitude ; 
but such was the impetuosity of the charge made by the first 
line of infantry ; so entirely were the enemy broken by it ; 
and so rapid was the pursuit ; that only a small part of the 
second line, andfltthe mounted volunteers, could get into 
the action. In the course of one hour, the enemy were 
driven more than two miles, through thick woods ; when the 
pursuit terminated within gun-shot of the British fort. 

General Wayne remained three days on the banks of the 
Miami, in front of the field of battle ; during which time, 
the houses and cornfields, above and below the fort, some of 
them within pistol-shot of it, were reduced to ashes ; and on 
the twenty-eighth, the army returned to Au Glaive, by easy 
marches, destroying on its route all the villages and corn 
within fifty miles of the river. 

In this decisive battle, the loss of the Americans, in killed 
and wounded, amounted to one hundred and seven. Soon 
after that event, a peace was negotiated by general Wayne, 
between these Indians and the United States. 

In the progress of this last Indian war, repeated overtures 
of peace were made to the North Western Indians, but re- 
jected. About the same period, a new system was com- 
menced, for diverting them from hunting, to the employments 
of civilized life, by furnishing them with implements for agri- 
culture, and giving them instructions in manufactiires. 

In this manner, during the presidency of George Washing- 
ton, peace was restored to the frontier settlements, both in 
the north and southwest, which has continued ever since, and 
it is likely to do so, while, at the same time, tlie prospect 
of meliorating the condition of the savages, is daily brighten- 
ing ; for the system first begun by Washington, with a view 
of civilizing these fierce sons of nature, has been ever since 
steadily pursued, by all his successors.* 

* Except general JackwHi ; by whom, a difiereat policy has been punued* 
m leiatioo to the Creeks «pd CherokeeAr-£i). 
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In the mean time, (1791,) the president prepared to makt 
his long contemplated tour through the southern states. In 
passing through them, he was received universally with the 
same marks of affectionate attachment, which he had ex« 
perienced in the northern and central parts of the union. 
The addresses presented to him, from all classes of his feUow 
citizens, exhibit a glow of expression, which is the genuine 
offspring of ardent feeling, and evince that the attachment to 
his person and character, which they professed, was undis- 
sembled. To the sensibilities which thAe demonstrations 
of regard and esteem of good men, couldib)t fail to inspire, 
was added the high gratification produced by observing the 
rapid improvements of the country, and the advances made 
by the government, in acquiring the confidence of the peo- 
ple. — The numerous letters, written by the president, aftei 
his return to Philadelphia, attest the agreeable impressions 
made by these causes. '* In my late tour through the south- 
ern states," said he, in a letter of the 28th of July, to Mr. 
Gouvemeur Morris, "I experienced great satisfaction, in 
seeing the good effects of the general government in that 
part of the union. The people at large have felt the secnritj 
which it gives, and the equal justice which it administers to 
them. The farmer, the merchant, and the mechanic, have 
seen their several interests attended to, and from thence they 
unite in placing a confidence in their representatives, as well 
as in those in whose hands the execution of the laws is 
placed. Industry has there taken place of idleness, and 
economy of dissipation. Two or three years of good crops, 
and a ready market for the produce of their lands, have pat 
every one into good humour ; and, in some instances, they 
even impute to the government, what is due only to the 
goodness of Providence. 

** The establishment of public credit is an immense point 
gained in our national concerns. This, I believe, exceeds 
the expectation of the most sanguine amongst us : — ^and a 
late instance, unparalleled in this country, has been given, 
of the confidence reposed in our measures, by the rapidity 
with which the subscriptions to the bank of the United 
States, were filled. In two hours after the books were 
opened by the commissioners, the whole number of shares 
vr^s taken up, and four thousand more applied for, than wer^ 
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allowed by the institution. This circumstance, was not onl^ 
pleasing, as it related to the confidence in government, but 
also as it exliibited an unexpected proof of the resources of 
our citizens." 

During the session of congress, in 1791, an act passed, 
for establishing a uniform militia. Impressed alike from 
reason, from observation, and from feeling, with the neces- 
sity imposed upon a nation as powerful as the United States, 
to provide adequate means for its own security ; convinced, 
that in America, the objections to a military establishment 
which might serve even as the germ of an army, were insur- 
mountable ; and that the militia, without great improvement 
in the existing system, must be found, in time of danger, a 
very inadequate resource ; the president had manifested, from 
the commencement of his administration, a peculiar degree 
of solicitude on this subject. 

At the succeeding session of congress, not only was this 
recommendation repeated, but a plan, which had been digest- 
ed during the recess, was transmitted to boiii houses, in form 
of a report from the secretary of war, »* that they might 
make such use thereof, as they might think proper." A bill, 
sonforming to this plan, in many of its essential principles^ 
was introduced into the house of representatives, at an early 
itage of the session, but the subject was found to be involved 
m much greater difficulties than had been apprehended. To 
reconcile the public interest with private convenience, was a 
task not easily to be performed. Those provisions which 
were required to render the bill competent to the great pur- 
poses of national defence, involved a sacrifice of time and 
money, which the representatives of the people were unwil- 
ling to exact from their constituents, and &e propriety of 
demanding which was the more questionable, as the burthen 
would be imposed, not so much upon property, as upon per- 
sons. The different ideas entertained on this subject, in dif- 
ferent parts of the union, and the difficulty of drawing the 
precise line between continental and state authority, created 
additional obstacles to the progress of the measure ; and the 
first congress passed away, without being able to devise any 
system in which a majority could concur. 

In his speech at the opening of the present session, the 
president again called the attention of the legislature to 
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important subject; and at length a law was enacted, which 
is far less efficacious than the plan reported by the secretary 
of war, but which will probably not soon be carried into 
complete execution. It may well be doubted, whether the 
attempt to do more than to organize and arm the militia of a 
country under the circumstances of the United States, can 
ever be successful. Those habits of subordination, and of 
implicit obedience, which are believed to constitute the most 
valuable part of discipline, and the art of moving in an un« 
broken body, are perhaps to be acquired only in camp ; and 
experience has not yet rendered it certain, that arrangements 
which aim at an object, by means unequal to its attainment, 
will yield a good proportioned to the burthen they impose. 



CHAPTER XII. 



General Washington attends to the foreign relations of the 
United States, Negotiates with Spain. Difficulties in 
the way* The free navigation of the Mississippi is 
granted by a treaty made with Major Pinkney, Nego- 
tiations with Britain, Difficulties in the way. War 
probable, Mr, Jay^s mission. His treaty with Great 
Britain. Opposition thereto. Is ratified, Washington 
refuses papers to the House of Representatives, British 
posts in the United States evacuated. Negotiations with 
France, Genefs arrival. Assumes illegal powers, in 
violation of the neutrality of the United States, Is flat' 
tered by the people, but opposed by the executive. Is re- 
called. General Pinkney sent as public minister to adjust 
disputes with France, Is not received, Washington de- 
clines a re-election, and addresses the people. His last 
address to the national legislature. Recommends a navy, 
a military academy, and other public institutions. 

Events, which had taken place before the inauguration of 
Washington, embarrassed his negotiations for the adjustment 
of the political relations between the United States and 
Bpftin. 
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In the year 1779, Mr. Jay had heen appointed hy the old 
congress to make a treaty with his Catholic majesty^ but 
his best endeavours fot more than two years were inefiectual. 
In a fit of despondence, while the revolutionary war waa 
pressing, he had been authorised to agree '^ to relinquish, 
and in future forbear to use the navigation of the river Mis- 
sissippi, from the point where it leaves the United States, 
down to the ocean." After the war was ended, a majority 
of congress had agreed to barter away, for twenty-five years, 
their claim to this navigation. — A long and intricate n^gotia-* 
tion, between Mr. Gardoqui, the minister of his Catholic 
majesty, and the secretary of foreign affairs, had taken place 
at New York, in the interval between the establishment of 
peace, and of the new constitution of the United States ; but 
it was rendered abortive by the inflexible adherence of Mr. 
Gardoqui to the exclusion of the citizens of the United States 
from navigating the Mississippi below their southern boundary. 
This unyielding disposition of Spain, the inability of the 
United States to assert their claims to the navigation of this 
river, and especially the facility which the old congress had 
shown to recede from it for a term of years, had soured the 
minds of the western settlers. — Their impatience transported 
them so far beyond the bounds of policy, that they sometimes 
dropped hints of separating from the Atlantic states, and at- 
taching themselves to the Spaniards. In this critical state 
of things, the president found abundant exercise for all his 
prudence. The western inhabitants were, in fact, thwarting 
his views in their favour, and encouraging Spain to persist 
in refusing that free navigation, which was so ardently de- 
sired both by the president and the people. The adherence 
of Spain to the exclusive use of the lower Mississippi, and 
the impolitic discontents of the western inhabitants, were not 
the only embarrassments of Washington, in negotiating with 
the court of Madrid. 

In 1793, four Frenchmen left Philadelphia, empowered by 
Mr. Genet, the minister of the French republic, to prepare 
an expedition in Kentucky against New Orleans. Spain, then 
at war with France, was at peace with the United States. 
Washington was officially bound to interpose his authoritjr 
to prevent the raising of an armed force from amongst his 
fellow citizens, to commit hostilities on a peaceable neigli* 

R 
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bourin^ power. Orders were accordingly gi?en to tlie citJ 
authority in Kentucky, to use all legal means to prevent this 
expedition ; but the execution of these orders was so languid, 
that it became necessary to call in the aid of the regular army. 
General Wayne was ordered to establish a military post at 
Fort Massac on the Ohio, for the purpose of forcibly stop- 
ping any body of armed men, who, iu opposition to remon^ 
atrances, should persist in deseendirig that river. 

Many of the high spirited Kentuckians were so exaspff* 
rated against the Spaniards, as to be very willing to second 
the views of the French minister, and under his auspices to 
attack New Orleans. The navigation of the Mississippi was 
so necessary for conveying to proper markets, the surplusage 
of their luxuriant soil, that, to gain this privilege, others 
were willing to receive it from the hands of the Spaniards, 
at the price of renouncing all pofitical connexion with the 
United States, While these opposite modes of seeking a 
remedy for the ^me evil, were pursuing by persans of dif- 
feriBtft temperaments, a remonstrance from the itrhabitaate of 
Kentucky was presented to Washington and congress'.— This 
demanded the use of the Mississippi, as a natural right, and 
at the same time charged the government with being under 
the influence of a local policy, which had prevented aH se- 
tious efforts for the acquisition of a right which was essen- 
tial to* the prosperity of the western people. It spoke the 
langiragia of an injured people, irritated by the mal-admini*- 
tration of their public servants, and hinted the probability of 
t dismembemieiit of the union, if their natural rights were 
fiot vindicated by government. To appease these discontents, 
to restrain the .^^-puch from making war on the Spaniards, 
with a force ra'rted and embodied in the United States, and 
at the same timtj, by fair negotiation, to obtain the free use 
€>f the Mississippi from the ec»uFt of Madrid, was the task 
assigned to Washington. — Diflicult and delicate as it was, the 
lirhole Was accomplished. Anterior to the receipt of the 
Kentucky remonstrance, the president, well knowing the 
discontents of the interiar people, and that the publication of 
them would obstruct his views, had directed the secretary of 
state to give assurances to the governor of Kentucky, thmi 
every exertion was making to obtain for the western people 
Ihe free navigation whid^ 4iey so much desired. The fatfoag 
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«rm of goveiBment was successfully exerted, to frustrate thtf 
expedition projected by the French minister against New 
Orleans ; and, while these matters were pending, Major 
Thomas Pinkuey was appointed envoy extraordinary to the 
court of Madrid ; and ia the year 1795, he concluded a treaty 
with his Catholic majesty, in which the claims of the United 
States, on the subject of boundary, and the navigation of the 
Mississippi, were fully conceded* — ^By these events, the dis- 
contents of the western people were removed. Tranquillity 
^ras restored between the Atlantic and- the western states; 
and all points in controversy between the United States and 
Spain were satisfactorily adjusted. I^e most important of 
these, .the free navigation of the Mississippi, had been the 
subject ot discussion in the hands of different negotiators^ 
for almost the whole of the immediately preceding fifteea 
years. 

Great were the difficulties which Washington had to en- 
counter, in amicably settling all matters with Spain ; but • 
much greater stood in the way of a peaceable adjustment of 
various grounds of controversy between the United Statef 
and Great Britain. 

Each of these two nations charged the other with a breach 
of the treaty of peace, in 1783 ; and each supported the 
<;harge against the other, with more solid arguments than 
either alleged in their own defence. 

The peace terminated the calamities of war, but was far 
from terminating the resentments w<hich were excited by it.- 
Many in the United States believed that Great Britain was 
their natural enemy, and that her views of subjecting thie 
United States to her empire, were only for the present sus- 
pended. Soon after the peace, Mr. John Adams bad beea 
deputed, by the old iCongress, to negotiate a treaty between 
the United States and Great Britain ; but the latter declined 
10 meet this advance of the former. While he urged on the 
court of Great Britain, the necessity imposed upon them by 
the late treaty, to evacuate their posts on the south side of 
the lakes of Canada, they retorted, that some' of the states ' 
had, in violation of the same treaty, passed laws interposing 
leg^ impediments to the recovery of debts due to British 
.subjects. 

Washington's love- of justice was not weakened by parti*- 
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ality to his country. In a letter to a member of congress, 
he observed, " It was impolitic and unfortunate, if not un- 
just, in those states to pass laws, which, by fair construction, 
might be considered as infractions of the trea^ of peace. It is 
good policy, at all times, to place one's adversary in the 
wrong. Had we observed good faith, and the western posfii 
had l^en withheld from us by Great BrTtaini we might have 
appealed to God and man for justice." 

'' What a misfortune is it," said he, in another letter, 
** that the British should have so well grounded a pretext fw 
their palpable infractions ; and what a disgraceful part, out 
of the choice of difficulties before us, are we to act !" 

In the first years of Washington's presidency, he took in- 
formal measures to sound the British cabinet, and to ascertain 
its views respecting the United States To Mr. Gouyemetnr 
Morris, who had been carried by private business to Eu- 
rope, this ne{?otiation was intrusted. He conducted it with 
ability ; but found no disposition in the court of Great Britain 
to accede to the wishes of the United States. In about two 
years more, when the stability and energy of the- govern- 
ment, as administered by Washington, became a matter of 
public notoriety, the British, of their own motion, sent Mr. 
Hammond, their first minister to the United States. This 
advance induced the president to nominate Mr. Thomas 
Pinkney, as minister plenipotentiary to the court of Great 
Britain. 

About this time, a war commenced between France and 
Great Britain. The correct, sound judgment of Washington, 
instantly decided, that a perfect neutrality was the right, the 
duty, and the interest, of the United States ; and of this he 
gave public notice by a proclamation, in April, 1793. Sub* 
sequent events have proved the wisdom of this measure, 
though it was then reprobated by many. The war between 
the late enemies and friends of the United States, revived 
revolutionary feelings in the breasts of the citizens, and en* 
listed the strongest passions of human nature against the one, 
and in favour of the other. — A wish for the success of France 
was almost universal ; and many were willing to hazard the 
peace of their country, by taking an active part in the war in 
her favour. The proclamation was at variance with the feelings 
and the passions of a large portion of the citizens. To com* 
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pel the observance of neutrality, under these circumstances, 
was no easy matter. Hitherto, Washington had the people 
with him ; but in this C4ise, a large proportion was on the 
other side« His resolution was nevertheless unshaken ; and, 
at the risk of popularity, he persisted in promoting the real 
good of his fellow-citizens, in opposition to their own mis- 
taken wishes and views. 

The tide of popular opinion ran as strongly against Britain, 
as in favour of France. The former was accused of instigal* 
ing the Indians to acts of hostility against the United States ; 
of impressing their sailors ; of illegally capturing their ships ; 
and of stirring up the Algeriiies against them. The whplg 
of this hostility was referred to a jealousy of the growing 
importance of the United States. , Motions were made iii 
congress, for sequestrating debts due to British subjects ; for 
entering into commercial hostility with Great Britain, and 
even for interdicting all intercourse with her, till she pursued 
other measures with respect to the United States. — Every 
appearance portended immediate war between the two coun'^ 
tries. The passionate admirers of France wished for it; 
wliDe others, more attached to British systems, dreaded a 
war with Great Britain, as being likely to throw the United 
States into the anus of France. In this state of things, when 
war seemed inevitable, the president composed the troubled 
scene, by nominating John Jay, in April, J794, envoy exr 
traordinary to the court of London. By this measure, a truce 
was obtained ; and that finally ended in an adjustment of jthe 
points in controversy between tlic two countries. — ^The *;!:»■ 
ercise of tiie constitutional right of the president to negotiate, 
virtually suspended aU hostile legislative measures ; for these 
could not, with delicacy or propriety, be urged, while the ex- 
ecutive was in the act of treating for an amicable adjustment 
of dilFereiices^ A treaty between the United States and Gr^at 
]Britain, was the result of this mission. This was pronounced 
by Mr. Jay, '< to be the best that was attainable, and which 
iie believed it for the mterest of the United States to accept.** 
While the treaty was before tjic senate for consideration, a 
^lember, contrary to the rules of that body, furnished an editr 
or of a newspaper with a copy, — This being published, operr 
ated like a spark of fire applied to combustible materials. 
The angry passio^S; which for some fik^r^ time h^d I>^^i9 

m9 
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■mothered, broke out afresh. Some went so far as to pro- 
nounce the treaty a surrender of their power to their late 
"enemy, Great Britain, and a dereliction of their tried friend 
and ally, France. The more moderate said, that too much 
was given, and too little received. Meetings of the people 
were held at Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
Charleston, and several other places, in which the treaty was 
pronounced to be unworthy of acceptance, and petitions were 
^agreed upon and forwarded to the president, urging him to 
refuse his signature to the obnoxious instrument 

These agitations furnished matter for serious reflexion to 
•the president, but they did not affect his conduct, though 
they induced a reiterated examination of the subject In a 
private letter to a friend,* after reciting the importance of the 
crisis, he added, '* There is but one straight course, and that 
is, to seek truth, and to pursue it steadily." It is probable, 
that he had caily made up his niind to ratify the treaty, as 
better than none, and infinitely better than war ; but regretted 
that it was so generally disliked, and considered by many as 
made with a design to oppress the French Republic. Under 
the weight of his high responsibility, he consoled himself, 
*^ that in time, when passion shall have yielded to reason, 
the current may possibly turn." — Peace with all the world, 
was his policy, where it could be preserved with honour. 
War he considered as an evil of such magnitude, as never to 
be entered upon without the most imperious necessity. The 
mission of Mr. Jay was his last effort for the preservation of 
peace with Great Britain. The rejection of the treaty which 
resulted from this mission, he considered as the harbinger of 
war ; for negotiation having failed to redress grievances, no 
alternative but war was left. By this prudent conduct, the 
rising states were preserved in peace, but the bickerings of 
the citizens amongst themselves, and their animosities against 
Oreat Britain, still continued. — The popularity of General 
Washington, for the present was diminished ; but this he had 
expected. In a letter to general Knox, he observes, " Next 
to a conscientious discharge of my public duties, to carry 
aloBg with me the approbation of my constituents, would be 
the highest gratification of which my mind is susceptible. 
But the latter being secondary, I cannot make the former 
yield to it« unless some criterion more infallible than partiaCi 
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if they are not party meetings, can be discovered as the touch- 
stone of public sentiment. If any person on earth could, or 
the Great Power above would erect the standard of infalli- 
bility in political opinions, no being that inhabits this terres- 
trial globe, would resort to it with more eagerness than my- 
self, so long as I remain a servant of the public. But as I 
have hitherto found no better guide than upright intentions, 
and close investigation, I shall adhere to them while I keep 
the watch." 

Afler the treaty was duly ratified, an attempt was made to 
render it a dead letter, by refusing the appropriations of money 
necessary to carry it into effect. Preparatory to this, a mo- 
tion was made for the adoption of a resolution to request the 
president to lay before the house of representatives a copy of 
his instructions to Mr. Jay, together with the correspondence 
and other documents relative to the treaty with Great Bri' 
tain. This involved a new question, where the treaty-making 
power was constitutionally lodged ? The debate was animat- 
ed and vehement. Appeals were made both to reason and pas- 
sion. After a discussion of more than twenty days, the mo- 
tion was carried in the affirmative, by a majority of twenty- 
five votes. — When the resolution was presented to the presi- 
dent, he replied, '^ that he would take time to consider it." 
His situation was peculiarly delicate ; the passions of the 
people were strongly excited against the treaty ; the popu- 
larity of the demand being solely for fnformation ; the large 
majority by which the vote was carried ; the suspicions that 
would probably attach in case of refusal, that circumstances 
had occurred in the course of the negotiation which the pre- 
sident was afraid to publish, added to other weighty consid- 
erations, would have induced minds of an ordinary texture, 
to yield to the request.— -With Washington, popularity was 
only a secondary object. To follow the path of duty and the 
public good, was a primary one. He had sworn to *^ pre- 
serve, protect, and defend the constitution." In his opinion, 
the treaty -making power was exclusively given by the peo- 
ple, in convention, to the executive, and the public good requiiw 
ed that it should be so exercised. Under the influence of these 
solemn obligations, he returned the following answer to tlw 
renolution which hui been presented to him : 
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'* Gentlemen of the Hotue of Repreaentativen^ 

'* With the utmost attention, I have considered your reso* 
lution of the 24th instant, requesting me to lay before your 
house a copy of the instructions to the minister of the Unit- 
•ed States, \i^ho negotiated the treaty with the king of Great 
Britain, together with the correspondence and other docu- 
ments relative to that treaty, excepting such of the said 
papers as any existing negotiations may render improper to 
be disclosed. 

*' In deliberating upon this subject, it was impossible for 
me to lose fiight* of the principle which some have avowed 
in its discussion, or to avoid extending my views to the con- 
sequences which must flow from the admission of that prin- 
ciple. 

" I trust that no part of my conduct has ever indicated a 
disposition to withhold any information which the constitu- 
tion has enjoined it upon the president as a duty to give, or 
which could be required of him by either house of eongress 
as a right ; and with truth I affirm, that it has been, as it 
will continue to be, while I have the honour to preside in the 
government, my constant endeavour to harmonize with the 
other branches thereof, so far as the trust delegated to me by 
the people of the United States, and my sense of the obliga- 
tion it imposes, to preserve, protect, and defend the constitu- 
tion, will permit. 

*' The nature of foreign negotiations requires caution, and 
their success must often depend on secrecy ; and even when 
brought to a conclusion, a full disclosure of all the measures, 
demands, or eventual concessions, which may have been pro- 
posed or contemplated, would be extremely impolitic ; for 
this might have a pernicious influence on future negotiations, 
or produce immediate inconveniences, perhaps danger and 
mischief, to other persons. The necessity of such caution 
and secrecy, was one cogent reason for vesting the power of 
making treaties in the president, with the advice and consent 
of the senate, the principle on which that body was formed* 
confining it to a small number of members. 

** To admit, then, a right in the house of representatives 
to demand, and to have, as a matter of course, all the papen 
respecting a negotiation with a foreign ppwer, iiyould be to 
establisb a dangerous precedent* ~~ 
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" It does not occur, that the inspection of the papers asked 
for, can be relative to any purpose under the cognizance of 
the house of representatives, except that of an impeachment, 
which the resolution has not expressed. I repeat that I have 
no disposition to withhold any information which the duty of 
my station will permit, or the public good shall require to be 
disclosed ; and in fact all the papers affecting the negotiation 
with Great Britain, were laid before the senate when the 
treaty itself was communicated for their consideration and 
advice. 

" The course which the debate has taken on the resolu* 
tion of the house, leads to some observations on the mode 
of making treaties under the constitution of the United 
States. 

" Having been a member of the general convention, and 
knowing the principles on which the constitution was form- 
ed, I have ever entertained but one opinion upon this sub- 
ject, and from the first establishment of the government to 
this moment, my conduct has exemplified that opinion, 
** That the power of making treaties is exclusively vested in 
the president, by and with the advice and consent of the sen- 
ate, provided two-thirds of the senators present concur ; and 
that every treaty so made and promulgated, thenceforward 
becomes the law of the land." — It is thus, that the treaty- 
making power has been understood by foreign nations ; and 
in all the treaties made with them, we have declared, and 
they have believed, that, when ratified by the president, with 
the advice and consent of the senate, they become obligatory. ' 
In this construction of the constitution, every house of repre- 
sentatives has heretofore acquiesced, and until the present 
time, not a doubt or suspicion has appeared to my knowledge 
that this construction was not the true one. Nay, they have 
more than acquiesced ; for until now, without controverting 
the obligation of such treaties, they have made all the requi- 
site provisions for carrying them into efiect. 

** There is also reason to believe, that this* construction 
agrees with the opinions entertained by the state conventions, 
when they were deliberating on the constitution, especially 
by those who objected to it ; because there was not required 
in commercial treaties the consent of two-thirds of the whole 
number of the members of the senate, instead of tworthirds 
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of- the senators present ; and because, in treaties respecting 
territorial and certain other rights and claims, the concur- 
rence of three-fourths of the whole number of the members 
of both houses respectively was not made necessary. 

•* It is a fact, declared by the general conventiori, and uni 
rersally understood, that the constitution of the United States 
was the result of a spirit of amity and mutual concession ; 
and it is well known, that, under this influence, the smallei 
states were admitted to an equal representation in the senate 
with the larger states, and that this branch of the government 
was invested with great powers ; for, on the equal participa 
tion of those powers, the sovereignty and political safety of 
the smaller states were deemed essentially to depend. 

'* If other proofc than these, and the plain letter of the 
constitution itself, be necessary to ascertain the point under 
consideration, they may be found in the journals of the gen- 
eral convention, which I have deposited in the office of the 
department of state. In these journals, it will appear, that a 
proposition was made " that no treaty should be binding on 
the United States whicli was not ratified by a law ;** and 
that the proposition was explicitly rejected. 

"As, therefore, it is perfectly clear to my understanding, 
that the assent of the house of representatives is not neces- 
sary to the validity of a treaty ; as the treaty with Great Bri- 
tain exhibits in itself all the objects requiring legislative pro- 
vision, and on these, the papers called for can throw no light; 
and as it is essential to the due administration of the govern- 
ment, that the boundaries fixed by the constitution between 
the different departments should be preserved ; a just regard 
to the constitution and to the duty of my office, under all 
the circumstances of this case, forbid a compliance w^ith your 
request." 

Though the call for papers was unsuccessful, the favourers 
of the resolution for that purpose opposed the appropriations 
necessary to carry the treaty into effect ; but from the firm- 
ness of the president, the ground was altered. The treaty 
was ratified, and proclaimed to the public as constitutionally 
obligatory on the citizens. To refuse appropriations for car- 
rying it into effect, would not only incur the high responsi*- 
bility of breaking the public faith, but make a schism in the 
government, between the executive and legislative depart- 
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ments.— After long and vehen^ent debates, in which argument 
and passion were both resorted to, with the view of exposing 
the merits and demerits of the treaty, the resolution for bring- 
ing in the laws necessary to carry it into effect, was carried 
by a majority of three. Though in this discussion Washing- 
ton had n^irect agency, yet the final result in favour of the 
treaty was the consequence of the measures which he had 
previously adopted. Haying ratified the treaty, and publish- 
ed it to the world as the law of the land ; and, having in his 
answer to the request of the house of representatives, proved 
that he had a constitutional right so to do, the laws neces- 
sary for giving effect to the treaty, could not be withheld, 
without hazarding the most serious consequences. 
• The treaty thus carried into operation, produced more 
good, and less evil, than was apprehended. It compromised 
ancient differences, produced amicable dispositions, and a 
friendly intercourse.' It induced a peaceable surrender of the 
British posts, and compensation for American vessels illegally 
captured. Though it abandoned some favourite principles, 
and some of its articles relative to commerce were deemed 
unequal, yet, from Britain, as a great naval power, holding 
valuable colonies and foreign possessions, nothing better, 
either with or without the treaty, could have been obtained. 
Af^er the lapse of ten years has cooled the minds, both of 
the friends and the enemies of the treaty, most men will ac- 
knowledge, that the measures adopted by Washington, with 
respect to it, were founded in wisdom ; proceeded from the 
purest patriotism; were carried through with uncommon 
firnmess ; and finally eventuated in advancing the interests of 
his country. 

If the ratification of the treaty increased the number of its 
open advocates, by stimulating the friends of the administra- 
tion to exert themselves in its defence, it seemed also to give 
increased acrimony to the opposition. Such hold had the 
president taken of the affections of the people, that even his 
enemies had deemed it generally necessary to preserve, with 
regard to him, exterior marks of decency and respect. Pre- 
vious to the mission of Mr. Jay, charges against the chief 
magistrate, though frequently insinuated, had seldom been 
directly made ; and the cover under which the attacks upon 
his dliaraster were conducted, evidenced the caution with 
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which it was deemed necessary to proceed. — ^That mission 
visibly afTected the decorum which had been usually obsenr- 
ed towards him ; and the ratification of the treaty brought 
into open view, sensations which had long been ill concealed. 
With equal virulence, the military and political character of 
the president was attacked, and he was averred t^i^ totally 
destitute of merit, either as a soldier or a statesman. The 
calumnies with which he was assailed, were not confined to 
his public conduct. Even his qualities as a man, were the 
subjects of detraction. — That he had violated the constitution, 
in negotiating a treaty without the previous advice of the 
senate, and in embracing within the treaty subjects belonging 
exclusively to the legislature, were openly maintained, for 
which an impeachment was publicly suggested ; and that be 
had drawn from his treasury, for his private use, more than 
the salary annexed to his office, was unblushingly asserted. 
This last allegation was said to be supported by extracts 
from the treasury — accounts which had been laid before the 
legislature, and was maintained with the most persevering 
effrontery. 

Though the secretary of the treasury denied that the ap- 
propriations made by the legislature, had ever been exceeded, 
the atrocious charge was still confidently repealed ; and the 
few who could triumph in any spot, which might tarnish the 
lustre of Washington's fame, felicitated themselves on the 
prospect of obtaining a victory over the reputation of a pa- 
triot, to whose single influence, they ascribed the failure of 
their political plans. With .the real public, the confidence 
felt in the purity of the chief magistrate, remained unshaken, 
but so imposing was the appearance of the documents ad- 
duced, as to excite an apprehension that the transaction might 
be placed in a light to show that some indiscretion, in which 
he had not participated, had been inadvertently committed. 

This state of anxious suspense, was of short duration. 
The late secretary of the treasury, Mr. Hamilton, during 
whose administration of the finances, this peculation was 
said to have occurred, came forward with a full explanation 
of the fact. It appeared, that the president himself had never 
touched any part of the compensation annexed to his ofiiice, but 
that the whole was received and disbursed by the gentleman 
who superintended the expenses of his household ; thai il 
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was the practice of the treasury, when a sum had been ap- 
propriated for the current year, to pay it tb that gentleman 
occasionally, as the situation of the family might require. 
The expenses, at some periods of the year, exceeded, and at 
others fell short "of the allowance for the quarter ; so that 
at some times money was paid in advance on account of 
the ensuing quarter ; and at others^ that which was due 
at the end of the quarter, was not completely drawn out. 

When possessed of the entire fact, the public viewed, with 
just indignation, this attempt to defame a character, which 
was the nation's pride. Americans felt themselves affected 
by this atrocious calumny on their most illustrious citizeD» 
and its propagators were frowned into silence. 

Thorny and difficult as was the line of policy proper to be 
pursued by Washington with respect to Britain, it was much 
more so in regard to France. The revolution in France, and 
the establishment of the constitution of the United States, 
were nearly cotemporary events. Until about the year 1793, 
perfect harmony subsisted between the two countries ; but, 
from the commencement of the war between France and 
England, the greatest address was necessary, to prevent the 
United States from being involved in war with one or the 
other, and sometimes with both.— Good will to France, 
and hatred to Britain, which had prevailed more or less from 
the peace of 1783, revived, with great increase of force, on 
\he breaking out of war between the two countries. These 
dispositions were greatly increased by the arrival of Mr. 
Genet, the first minister plenipotentiary from the republic of 
France to the United States. He landed on the 8th of April, 
1793, at Charleston, S. C. the contiguity of which port to 
the West Indies, fitted it to be a convenient resort for priva- 
teers. — By the governor of the state, William Moultrie, and 
the citizens, he was received with ardour approaching to en- 
thusiasm. During his stay, which was for several days, lie 
received unequivocal proofs of the warmest attachment to his 
person, his country, and his cause. Encouraged by these 
evidences of the good wishes of the people for the success 
of the F«ench revolution, he undertook to authorize the fitting 
and arnAng of vessels in that port, the enlisting of men, and 
the giving of commissions to vessels to cruise and conmiit 
hostUities on nations with whom the United States were at 

S 



906 TlJE LIPE CnP* 

peace. The captures made by these cruisers were to be tried, 
condemned, and sold, under the autliority'of Genet, who had 
not yet been recognised as a public minister by the govern- 
ment. 

Similar marks of enthusiastic attachment were lavished on 
Genet, as he passed through the country between Charleston 
and Philadelphia. At Gray's ferry, over the Schuylkill, he 
wa» met by crowds, who flocked to do honour to the first 
ambassador of a republican allied nation. On the day after 
his arrival in Philadelphia, he received addresses from socie- 
ties and the inhabilanla, who expressed their gratitude for the 
adds furnished by the French nation to the United States in 
their late struggle for liberty and independence, and unbound- 
ed exultation at the success of the French arm^. Genet's an- 
swers to these addresses were well calculated to preserve the 
idea of a complete fraternity and simiiarlty of interests he* 
tween the two nations. 

After Genet had been thus accredited by the citizens of 
{Philadelphia, he was presented to the president, and received 
with expressions of a sincere and cordial regard for his nation. 
In the conversations which occurred on the occasion, Mr, 
Genet gave the most explicit assurances that France did not 
wish to engage the United States in the war between his coun- 
try and Great Britain. 

While Mr. Genet was receiving these flattering marks of 
attention from the people, the British minister preferred a 
long catalogue of complaints against his proceedings at 
Charleston. Tliis was founded on the acts already mentioned, 
which were calculated to make the United States instruments 
of hostility in the hands of France, against those with whom 
she was at war. These were farther aggravated by actual 
hostilities in the temtories of the United States. The ship 
Grange, a British vessel, was captured by the French frigate 
I' Ambuscade^ within the capes of the JDelaware, while on 
her way from Philadelphia to the ocean. Of this ship, and 
of other illegal prizes which were in the power of the 
American government, the British minister demanded resti- 
tution. ^ 

The cabinet-council of Washington was unanimoris, thai 
flrery independent nation was exclusively sovereign in it* 
own territorie» ; aad that the proceedings compkiiied of wera 
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trnwairauled usurpations of sovereignty, and violations of neu- 
trality ; and therefore, must in future be prevented. It waa 
also agreed, that the efficacy of the laws should be tried 
against those citizens of the United States who had joined in 
those offences. The xestitution of the Grange was also agreed 
to ; but, on the propriety of enforcing the restitution of prizes 
made on the high seas, there was a diversity of sentiment, 
the secretaries of the treasury and of war being for it, and 
the secretary of state and the attomey-generad against it. 
The principles on which a concurrence of sentiment had 
taken place, being considered as settled, the secretary of state 
was desired to communicate them to the ministers of France 
and Britain ; axidkcircular letters were written to the governors 
of the several states, requiring them to co-operate with force, 
if necessary, to execute the rules which had been established. 

Mr. Genet was highly dissatisfied with these determina.- 
tions, and considered them as subversive of the treaty be*- 
tween the United States and France. His representations 
induced a reconsideration of the subject ; but, on the most 
dispassionate review, no reason appeared for an alteration 
of any part of the system. The minister of France was 
further informed, that, in the opinion of the president, the 
vessels which 4iad heen illegafiy equipped, should depart 
from the ports of the United States. 

Adhering to his own construction of the treaty between 
France and the United States, Mr. Genet would not acqui- 
esce in those decisions of the government, intoxicated by 
the flattering attentions which he had received, and ignorant 
of the firmness of the executive, he seems to . have expected 
that the popularity of his nation and its cause, would enable 
him to undermine the executire, or render it subservient to 
his views. 

About this time, two citizens of the United States, who 
•had been engaged in^ Charleston by Mr. Genet, to cruise in 
the service of France, were arrested by the civil authority in 
pursuance of the determinaUon formed by government ta 
prosecute persons who liad offended against the laws. Mr. 
Genet demanded their release as French citizens, in the 
most extraordinary terms. This was refused, but on trial 
ihey were acquiit(^d by the verdict of a jury. 

The minister of the French republic was encouraged m 
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this line of opposition, by a belief that the sentiments of the 
people were in his favour. So extravagant was their enthu- 
siastic devotedness to France; so acrimonious were their 
expressions against all the powers at war with the new re- 
public ; that a person less sanguine than Mr. Genet, might 
have cherished the hope of being able to succeed so far with 
the people, as, with their support, ultimately to triumph over 
the opposition which he experienced. At civic festivals, the 
ensigns of France were displayed in union with those of 
America ; the cap of liberty passed from head to head, and 
toasts were given, expressive of the fraternity of the two na- 
tions.— The proclamation of neutrality was treated as a royal 
edict, which demonstrated the disposition %£ the government 
to break its connexions with France, and dissolve the friend- 
ship which united the people of the two republics. The 
scenes of the revolutionary war were brought into view ; the 
effects of British hostility against the United States, and of 
French aids both in men and money in their favour, were 
painted in glowing colours. The enmity of Britain to the 
United States, was represented as continuing undiminished ; 
and, in proof of it, their detention of the western posts, and 
their exciting from these stations the neighbouring Indians 
to make war on tlie frontier settlers, were urged with great 
vehemence, and contrasted with the amicable dispositions 
professed by the French republic. — It was indignantly asked, 
should a friend and an enemy be treated with equal favours T 
By declamations of this kind, daily issuing from the press, 
the public mind was so inflamed against the executive, that 
Genet, calculating on the partialities of the people, openly in- 
sulted the government ; and, adhering to his own construction 
of the treaty, that he had a right to do as he had done, threaten- 
ed to appeal to the sovereign people, against their president. 

To preserve neutrality in such a crisis, was no easy mat- 
ter. Adhering to the principles avowed in his late procla- 
mation, and embodied in the declaration of independence, 
** that the United States would hold all mankindenemies in war, 
and friends in peace," Washington exerted all his authority and 
influence, to keep the balance even between the belligerents.* 

* ^^ ^*u*"°f***"^ *"*^ Horace had been cotemporaries, the world would have 
■opposed that the latter had the firmer in his eye, wl^en he penned hb fhifv^ 
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It was at length resolved by Washington, to instruct Mf» 
Morris, the minister of the United States at Paris, to request 
the recall of Mr. Genet; and also to furnish Mr. Morris 
with all the necessary documents, to evince the propriety of 
the request What was asked, was granted ; and Mr. Ge# 
net's conduct* was disapproved by his government. Mr. 
Fauchet was appointed his successor, and he was succeeded 
by Mr. Adet. The latter brought with him the colours of 
France, which he was directed to present to the United States. 
To answer the animated speech of Mr. Adet on his present* 
ing the colours, required address. The occasion required 
something affectionate and complimentary to the French nar 
tion ; and yet the guarded policy of Washington forbade the 
utterance of any sentiments which might be improper in the 
chief magistrate of a neutral country, when addressing the 
representative of one of the belligerent powers. Impressed 
with this double view, the president made the following reply : 

** Bom, sir, in a land of liberty ; having early learned its- 
value ; having engaged in a perilous conflict to defeiid it{ 
having, in a word, devoted the best years of my life to secure 
its permanent establishment in my own country ; my anxious 
recollections ; my sympathetic feelings ; and my best wishes, 
are icreaistibly attracted, wheneoevcr, in any country, I sep 
an oppressed nation unfurl the banners of freedom. Birt 
above all, the events of tlie French revolution have produced 
the deepest solicitude, as well as the highest admiration. To 
call your nation brave, were to pronounce but common praise. 
Wonderful people ! ages to come will read with astonishment 
the history of your brilliant exploits. — I rejoice that the pe^ 
riod of your toils and of your immense sacrifices, is approachr 
ing. I rejoice that the interesting revolutionary movements 
of so many years have issued in the formation of a eonsfitU'- 
tution designed to give permanency to the great object for 
which you have contended. I rejoice that liberty, whiok 
you have so long embraced with enthusiasm ; liberty, of 
which you have been the invincible defenders, now finds an 
a/»ylum in the bosom of a regularly organized govenunent^ 

** Jvaiwm et tenacem propouti virum 

Non civium ardor pravo jubemiuiQ, 

JVon vultus iiMtantu tyranqi 

^eate ^OBtitK^i 
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a grovemmetit, which, heing formed to secare the happiness 
of the French people, corresponds with the ardent wishes of 
my heart, while it gratifies the pride of every citizen of the 
United States by its resemhlance to their own. On these 
glorious events, accept, sir, my sincere congratulations. 

" In delivering to you these sentiments, I j^kpress not my 
own feelings only, but those of my fellow-citizens, in relation 
to the commencement, the progress, and the issue, of the 
French revolution, and they will certainly join with me in 
purest wishes to the Supreme Being, that the citizens of our 
sister republic, our magnanimous allies, may soon enjoy in 
peace that liberty which they have purchased at so great a 
price, and all the happiness that liberty can bestow. 

" 1 receive, sir, with lively sensibility, the symbol of the 
triumphs and of the infranchisement of your nation, the 
colours of France, which you have now presented to th« 
United States. The transaction will be announced to con: 
gress, and the colours will be deposited with the archives of 
ihe United States, which are at once the evidence and the 
memorials of their freedom and independence. May these 
be perpetual, and may the friendship of the two republics b« 
commensurate with their existence." 

The successors of Genet continued to tread in his steps, 
but with less violence. They made frequent complaints of 
particular cases of hardship, arising out of the war, and out 
of the rules wliicli had been established by the executive, 
with regard to ships of war, cruisers, and their prizes. They 
complained particularly, that, in the treaty with Great Bri- 
tain, the principle of ** free ships making free goods," was 
abandoned ; and urged the injustice, while French cruisers 
were restrained by treaty from taking English goods out of 
American bottoms, that English cruisers should be liberated 
from the same restraint. — In vain, did the executive show a 
willingness to release France from the pressure of a situation 
in which she had voluntarily placed herself. Private expla- 
nations were made, that neither the late treaty made with 
Britain, nor the arrangements growing out of it, furnished 
any real cause of complaint to France. With the same con» 
ciliatory view, Washington appointed general Pinkney min« 
ister plenipotentiary to the French repubhc, ** to maintain 
that good understanding, which, from the commencement of 
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the altiancfr, had subsisted between the two nations, and to 
efface unfavourable impressions, banish suspicion, and restore 
that cordiality ivhich was at once the evidence and pledge 
of a friendly union/'— The directory having inspected lus 
letter of credence, announced their haughty determination, 
'* not to receive another minister from the United States, un- 
til after a redress of grievances demanded of the American 
government, which the French republic had a right to expect 
from it." This was followed by a written mandate to gen- 
eral Pinkney, to quit the territories of the republic. To 
complete the system of hostility, American vessels, wher- 
ever found, were captured by the French cruisers. 

From this mission, Washington expected an adjustment 
of all points in dispute between France and the United States. 
In his opinion, its failure was owing to a belief that the 
American people were in unison with France, and in oppo- 
sition to their own government ; and that high toned mea- 
sures on the part of France, would induce a change of rulers 
in the United States. Before the result of the mission was 
known, Washington had, at his own request, ceased to be 
president. — Having made peace with the Indians, and ad- 
justed all matter in dispute with both Spain and Britain, and 
hoping that an accommodation would soon take place with 
France, after eight years' service in the high office of prefii- 
dent, at the commencement of which period he found the 
United States in a miserable state of depression, and at its 
conclusion, left them advancing with gigantic steps, in agri- 
culture, commerce, wealth, credit, and reputation, and being 
in the sixty-sixth year of his age, he announced his intention 
of declining a re-election, in full time for the people to make 
up their mind in the choice of his successor. This was 
done in an address to the people of the United States, in the 
following words : 

** Friends and FeUow-Citizens, 
*< The period for a new election of a citizen to administer 
the executive government of the United States, being not far 
distant, and the time actually arrived, when your thoughts 
must be employed in designating the person who is to be 
clothed with that important trust, it appears to me proper, es- 
pecially as it may conduce to a more diattnct expression of 
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the public voice, that I should now apprize yon of fhe reso- 
lution I have fonned, to decline being considered among the 
number of those out of whom the choice is to be made. 

•« I beg yon at the same time to do me the justice to be 
assured, that this resolution has not been taken, without a 
£trict regard to all the considerations appertaining to ihe re- 
lation which binds a dutiful dtizen to his country ; and that 
in withdrawing the tender of service, which silence in my 
situation might imply, I am influenced by no diminution of 
zeal for your future interests ; no deficiency of grateful re- 
spect for your past kindness ; but am supported by a full con- 
viction, Uiat tlie step is compatible with both. 

'* The acceptance of, and continuance hitherto in, the of- 
fice to which your suffrages have twice called me, have been 
a uniform sacrifice of inclination to the opinion of duty, and to 
a deference for what appeared to be your desire. I constant- 
ly hoped that it would have been much earlier in my power, 
consistently with motives which I was not at liberty to dis • 
regard, to return to that retirement from which I had been 
reluctantly drawn. The strength of my inclination to do 
this, previous to the last election, had even led to the prepa- 
ration of an address to declare it to you ; but mature reflection 
on the then perplexed and critical posture of our affairs with 
foreign nations, and the unanimous advice of persons entitled 
to my confidence, impelled me to abandon the idea. 

" Irejoice that the state of your concerns, external as well * 
as internal, no longer renders the pursuit of inclination in- 
compatible with the sentiment of duty or propriety ; and am 
persuaded whatever partiality may be retained for ray ser- 
vices, that in the present circumstances of our country, you 
will not disapprove of my determination to retire, 

*' The impressions with which I first undertook the ardu- 
ous trust, were explained on the proper occasion. In the die- 
charge oif this trust, I will only say, that I have, with good 
intentions, contributed toward the organization and adminis- 
tration of the government, the best exertions of which a very 
fallible judgment was capable. Not unconscious, in the outset, 
of the inferiority of my qualifications, experience, in my own 
eyes, perhaps still more in the eyes of others, have strength- 
ened the motives to diffidence of myself, and every day the 
increasing weight of years^ admonishes me more and morCi 
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that the shade of retirement is as necessary to me as it would 
be welcome. Satisfied that if any circumstances have given 
peculiar value to my services, they were temporary, I have 
the consolation to believe, that, while choice and prudence 
invite me to quit the political scene, patriotism does not for- 
bid it. 

** In looking forward to the moment which is to terminate 
the career of my political life, my feelings do not permit n>e 
to suspend the deep acknowledgment of that debt of gratitude 
which I owe to my beloved country, for the many honours 
it has conferred upon me ; still more for the steadfast confi- 
dence with which it has supported me ; and for the opportu- 
nities I have thence enjoyed of manifesting my inviolable at- 
tachment, by services faithful and persevering, though in 
usefulness unequal to my zeal. — If benefits have resulted to 
our country from these services, let it always be remember- 
ed to your praise, and as an instruolive example in our an- 
nals, that, under circumstances in which the passions, agita- 
ted in every direction, were liable to mislead ; amidst ap- 
pearances sometimes dubious ; vicissitudes of fortune often 
discouraging ; in situations in which not unfrequently want 
of success has countenanced the spirit of criticism ; the con- 
stancy of your support was the essential prop of the efforts 
and a guarantee of the plans by which they were effected.— 
Profoundly penetrated with this idea, I shall carry it with 
me to my grave, as a strong incitement to increasing wishes, 
that heaven may continue to you the choicest tokens of its 
beneficence ; that your union and brotherly afiection may be 
perpetual ; that the free constitution which is the" work of 
your hands, may be sacredly maintained ; that its administra- 
tion in every department may be stamped with wisdom and 
virtue; that, in fine, the happiness of the people of these 
states, under the auspices of liberty, may be made com- 
plete, by so careful a preservation, and so prudent a use of 
this blessing, as will acquire to them the glory of recommend- 
ing it to the applause, the afiection, and the adoption of 
every nation which is yet a stranger to it. 

** Here, perhaps, I ought to stop. But a solicitude for your 
welfare, which cannot end but with my life, and the appre- 
hension of danger natural to that solicitude, urge me, on an 
pccasion like the presenti to offer to your solemn contempla- 
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tion, and to recommend to your frequent review, some senti* 
ments, which are the result of much reflection, of no incou* 
fliderable observation, and which appear to me aU-important 
to the permanency of your felicity as a people. These will 
be offered to you with the more freedom, as you can only see 
in them the disinterested warnings of a parting friend, who 
can possibly have no personal motive to bias his counsel. 
Nor can I forget, as an encouragement to it, your indulgent 
Tecepti<m of my sentiments on a former, and not dissimilar oc- 
casion. 

*' Interwoven as is the love of liberty with every ligament 
of your hearts, no recommendation of mine is necessary to 
fortify or confirm the attachment. 

" The unity of government, which constitutes you one 
people, is also now dear to you. It is justly so ; for it is a 
main pillar in the edifice of your real independence ; the sup- 
port of your tranquillity at home ; your peace abroad ; of 
your safety, of your prosperity, of that very liberty whick 
you so highly prize. But as it is easy to foresee, that from 
different causes and from different quarters, much pains will 
be taken, many artifices employed, to weaken in your minds 
the conviction of this truth ; as this is the point in your polit- 
ical fortress, against which the batteries of internal and exter- 
nal enemies will be most constantly and actively, though 
often covertly and insidiously, directed ; it is of infinite mo- 
ment that you should properly estimate the immense value 
of your national union, to your collective and individual hap- 
piness ; that you should cherish a cordial, habitual, and im- 
moveable attachment to it, accustoming yourselves to think 
and speak of it as of the palladium of your political safety 
and prosperity ; watching for its preservation with jealous 
anxiety ; discountenancing whatever may suggest even a sus- 
picion that it can, in any event, be abandoned ; and indig- 
nantly frowning upon the first dawning of every attempt to 
alienate any portion of our country from the rest, or to en- 
feeble the sacred ties which now link together the various 
parts. 

*' For this, you have every inducement of sympathy and 
interest. Citizens, by birth or choice, of a common country,- 
tliat country has a right to concentrate your affections. The 
name of Amsbican, which belongs to you in your national C9r 
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pacity, must always exalt the jast pride of patriotism, more 
than afqy appellation derived from local discriminations. 
With alight shades of difference, ydu have the same religion, 
manners, hahits, and political principles. You have, in a 
common cause, fought and triumphed together ; the inde- 
pendence and liberty you possess, are the work of joint coun- 
cils, and joint efforts ; of common dangers, sufferings, and 
successes. 

** But these considerations, however powerfully they ad- 
dress themselves to your sensibility, are greatly outweighed 
by those which apply more immediately to your interest. 
Here, every portion of our country finds the most command- 
ing motives for carefully guarding and preserving the union 
of the whole, •• 

" The north, in an unrestrained intercourse with the souths 
protected by the equal laws of a common government, findfir 
in the production of the latter, great additional resources of 
maritime and commercial enterprise, and precious materials 
of manufacturing industry. The south, in the same inter- 
course, benefiting by the agency of the north, sees its agri- 
culture grow and its commerce expand. Turning partly into 
its own channels the seamen of the north, it finds its parti- 
cular navigation invigorated ; and while it contributes, in dif^ 
ferent ways^ to nourish and increase the general mass of the 
national navigation, it looks forward to the protection of a 
maritime strength, to which itself is unequally adapted.*-* 
The east, in like intercourse with the luest, already finds, 
and in the progressive improvement of interior communica- 
tions, by land and water, will more and more find a valuable 
vent for the commodities which it brings .from abroad, or 
manufactures at home. The west derives from the east, sup- 
plies requisite to its growth and comfort ; and, what is pep* 
haps of still greater consequence, it must of necessity owe 
the secure enjoyment of indispensable outlets for its own 
productions, to the weight, infiuence, and the future maritime 
strength of the Atlantic side of the union, directed by an in- 
dissoluble community of interest as one nation. Any other 
tenure by which the west can hold this essential advantage, 
whether derived from its own separate strength, or from an 
apostate and unnatural connexion with any foreign power» 
must be intrinsically precarious. 
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" While, then, every part of our country thus fee1s>an im* 
inediatc and particular interest in union, all tlie parts com 
bined cannot fail to find, in the united mass of means and ef 
forts, greater strength, greater resource, proporlionably great- 
er security I'rom external danger, a less frequent interruption 
of their peace by foreign nations ; and, what is of inestima- 
ble value, they must derive from union an exemption from 
those broils and wars between themselves, which so frequent- 
ly alllict neighbouring countries, not tied together by the 
same government, which their own rivalships alone would 
be sulUcient to produce ; but which opposite foreign aDi- 
ances, attachments, and intrigues, would stimulate and embit- 
ter. — Hence, likewise, they will avoid the necessity of those 
overgrown military establishments, which, tfinder any form 
of govenimcnt, are inauspicious to liberty, and which are to 
be regarded as particularly hostile to republican liberty. In 
this sense, it is, that your union ought to be considered as a 
main prop of your liberty, and that the love of the one ought 
to endear to you the preservation of the other. 

''These considerations speak a persuasive language to 
every rellecting and virtuous mind, and exhibit the continu- 
ance of the union as a primary object of patriotic desire. Is 
there a doubt whether a common government can embrace 
so large a sphere ? Let experience solve it. To listen to 
mere speculation in such a case, were criminal. We are au- 
thorized to hope that a proper organization of the whole, 
with the auxiliary agency of governments for the respective 
subdivisions, will afford a happy issue to the experiment. It 
is well worth a fair and full experiment. With such pow- 
erful and obvious motives to union, affecting all parts of 
our country, while experience shall not have demonstrated its 
impracticability, there will always be reason to distrust the 
patriotism of those, who, in any quarter, may endeavour to 
weaken its bands. 

" In contemplating the causes which may disturb our 
union, it occurs, as matter of serious concern, that any ground 
should have been furnished for characterizing parties by ge- 
ographical^ discriminations ; Northern and Southern^ Atlan- 
tic and Western ; whence designing men may endeavour to 
excite a belief that there is a real difference of local interests 
and views. One of the expedients of party to acquire injSii- 
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ence, within particular districts, is to misrepresent the opin- 
ions and aims of other districts. You cannot shield yonr- 
selves too much against the jealousies and heart-burnings 
which spring from these misrepresentations; tliey tend to 
render alien to each other, those who ought to be bound to- 
geiiier by fraternal affection. — The inhabitants of our west- 
ern country have lately Iiad a useful lesson on this head. 
They have seen, in the negotiation by the executive, and in 
the unanimous ratification by the senate, of the treaty with 
Spain, and in the universal satisfaction at that event through- 
out the United States, a decisive proof how unfounded were 
the suspicions propagated among them of a policy in the gen- 
eral government, and in the Atlantic states, unfriendly to 
their interests in regard to the Mississippi. — They have been 
witnesses to the formation of two treaties, that with Great 
Britain and that with Spain, which secure to them every 
thing they could desire, in respect to our foreign relations, 
toward confirming their prosperity. Will it not be their wis- 
dom to rely, for tlie preservation of these advantages, on the 
union by which they were procured ? Will they not hence- 
forth be deaf to those advisers, if such there are, who would 
sever them from their brethren, and connect them with 
aliens ? 

**To the efficacy and permanency of your union, a gov- 
ernment for the whole is indispensable. No alliances, how- 
ever strict, between tlie parts, can be an adequate substitute ; 
they must inevitably experience the infractions and interrup- 
tions, which all alliances in all times have experienced. Sen- 
sible of this momentous truth, you have improved upon your 
first essay, by the adoption of a constitution of governmenlt 
belter calculated than your former, for an intimate union, 
and for the efficacious manageiiient of your common con- 
cerns. — This government, ihe offspring of our own choice, 
uninfluenced and unawcd, adopted upon full investigation 
and mature deliberation ; completely free in its principles | 
in the distribution of its powers uniting security with ener 
gy ; and containing within itself a provision for its own 
amendments, has a just claim to your confidence and your 
support. Respect for its authority, compliance with its laws, 
acquiescence in its measures, are duties enjoined by the fun- 
damental maxims of true liberty. The basis of our political 

* ' T 
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eystems is the ri^ht of the people to make and to alter iheif 
constitutions of govcninFient. But the constitution which at 
toy time exists, until changed by an explicit and authentic 
act of the whole people, is sacredly obligatory upon all. The 
very idea of the power and the right of the people to estab- 
lish a government, presupposes the duty of every individual 
to obey the established government. 

•* All obstructions to the execution of the'laws, all combi- 
nations and associations, under whatever plausible character, 
with the real design to direct, control, counteract, or awe the 
regular deliberations and actions of the constituted authori- 
ties, are destructive of this fundamental principle, and of fatal 
tendency. They serve to organize faction, to give it an arti- 
ficial and extraordinary force ; to put in the place of the de- 
legated will of the filitign, the will of a party, often a small, but 
artful and enterprising mmority of the community ; and ac- 
cording to the alternate triumphs of dtlTerent parties, to make 
the public administration the mirror of the ill-concerted and 
incongruous projects of faction, rather than the oigan of con- 
fister.t and wholesome plans, digested by common councilst 
and modified by mutual interests. 

*' Howevei combinations or associations of the above des- 
cription may now and then answer popular ends, they are 
likely, in the course of time and things, to become potent en- 
gines, by whi<*h cunning, ambitious, and unprincipled men, 
will be enabled to subvert the power of the people, and to 
usurp for themselves the reins of government ; destroying 
afterwards the very engines which have lifted them to unjust 
dominion* 

** Towards the preservation of your government, and the 
permanency of your present happy state, it is requisite, not 
only that you steadily discountenance irregular oppositions to 
its acknowlcd.tred authority, but also that you resist with care 
the spirit of innovation upon its principles, however specious 
the pretexts. One method of assault may be, to effect in the 
forms of the constitution alterations which will impair the 
energy of the system, and thus to undermine what cannot be 
directly overthrown. — In all the changes to which you may 
be invited, remember that time and habit are at least as ne- 
cessary to fix the true character of governments, as of other 
kuman institutions ; that experience is the surest standaidy 
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by which to test the real tendency of the existing constitution 
of a country , that facility in changes, upon the credit of 
mere hypothesis and opinion, exposes to perpetual change, 
from the endless variety of hypothesis and opinion ; and re- 
member, especially, that for the efficient management of your 
common interests, in a country so extensive as ours, a gov- 
ernment of as much vigour as is consistent with the perfect 
security of liberty, is indispensable. — Liberty itself will find 
in such a government, with powers properly distributed and 
adjusted, its surest guardian, it is, indeed, little else than a 
name, where the government is too feeble to withstand the 
«nterprizes of faction, to confine each member of the society 
within the limits prescribed by ihe laws, and to maintain aU 
in the secure and tranquil enjoyment of the rights of person 
and property. 

** I have already intimated to you the danger of parties ia 
the state, widi particular references to the founding of them 
<m geographical discriminations. Let me now take a more 
comprehensive view, and warn you in the most solemn man- 
ner against the baneful efiTects of the spirit* of party, gener- 
ally. 

" This spirit, unfortunately, is inseparable from our nature 
having its root in the strongest passions of the human mind* 
It exists under different shapes in all governments, more or 
less stifled, controlled, or repressed ; but in those of the popu- 
lar form, it is seen in its greatest rankness, and is truly their 
worst enemy. 

''The alternate domination of one faction over another, 
sharpened by the spirit of revenge, natural to party dissen- 
sion, which in difiTerent ages and countries has perpetrated 
the most horrid enormities, is itself a frightful despotism. 
But this leads at length to a more formal and permanent des- 
potism. The disorders and miseries which result, gradually 
incline the minds of men to seek security and repose in the 
absolute power of an individual ., and, sooner or later, the 
chief of some prevailing faction, more able or more fortunate 
than his competitors, turns' his disposition to the purposes of 
his own elevation, on the ruins of public liberty. 

" Without looking forward to an extremity of this kind, 
which nevertheless ought not to be. entirely ought of sight, 
4he common and joonttnual mischief of the spirit of partjr. 
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are sufficient to make it the interest and duty of a wise peo- 
ple to ctiscouragfc and restrain it. 

** It serves always to distract the public councils, and en- 
feeble the public adminisiration. It agitates tlie community 
with ill-founded jealousies and false alarms ; kindles the 
animosity of one party against another ; foments occasional 
riot and insurrection. It opens the door to foreign influence 
and corruption, which find a facilitated access to the govern- 
ment itself, through the channels of party passions. Thus 
tlie policy and the will of one country, are subjected to the 
policy and will of another. 

" There is an opinion that parties in free countries are 
useful checks upon the administration of the government, 
and serve to keep alive the spirit of liberty. This, within 
certain limits, is probably true; and in governments of a 
monarchical cast, patriotism may look with indulgence, if 
not with favour, Upon the spirit of party. But in tliose of 
the popular character, in governments purely elective, it is a 
spirit not to be encouraged. From their natural tendency, 
it is certain there will always be enough of that spirit for 
every salutary purpose. And there being constant danger 
of excess, the eifort ought to be, by force of public opinion, 
to mitigate and assuage it. A fire not to be quenched, it 
demands a uniform vigilance to prevent its bursting into a 
flame, lest, instead of warming, it should consume. 

*' It is important, likewise, that the habits of thinking, in 
a free country, should inspire caution in those intrusted with 
its administration, to confine themselves within llieir respect- 
ive constitutional spheres, avoiding in the exercise of the 
powers of one department to encroach upon another. The 
spirit of encroachment tends to consolidate the powers of 
all the departments in one, and thus to create, whatever the 
for»n of government, a real despotism. A just estimate of 
that love of power, and proneness to abuse it, which predo- 
minate in the human heart, is sullicient to satisfy us of the 
truth of this position. The necessity of reciprocal checks 
in the exercise of political power, by dividing and distribut- 
ing it into different depositories, and constituting each the 
guardian of the public weal against invasions of tlie others, 
has been evinced by experiments ancient and modern ; some 
of them in our country and under our own eyes. To pre- 
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verve them must be as necessary as to institute them. H^ 
in the opinion of the people, the distribution or modification 
of the constitutional powers, be in any particular wrong, let 
it be corrected by an an>endment in the way which the con* 
stitution designates* But let there be no change by usurps 
ation ; for though this, m. one instance, may be the instru- 
ment of good, it is ike -customary weapon by which feed 
governments are destroyed. The precedent must alwayi 
gready overbalance in permanent evil, any partial or tran* 
sient benefit which the use ean at any time yield. 

" Of all the dispositions and habits which lead io political 
prosperity, religion and moradily are indispensable supports^ 
In vain, would that man claim the tribute of patriotism, wh^ 
should labour to subvert these great pillars of human liapffi- 
ness, these firmest props of the duties of men and citizens. 
The mere politician, equally with the pious man, ought to 
respect and to cherish ihem. A volume could not trace all 
^eir connexions with private and public felicity. Let it 
simply be asked, where is the security for property, for re- 
putation, for life, if the sense of religious obligation deseffit 
the oaths, which are the instruments of investigatiim in 
'Courts of justice ? And let us with caution indulge (he styv- 
position, that morality can be maintained without religion. 
Whatever may be conceded to the influence of refined edu- 
cation on minds of peculiar structure, reason and experience 
both forbid us to ex|)ect that national jmorality can prevail in 
exclusion of religious fuinciples. 

*' it is substantially true, that virtue or morality Is a ne- 
cessary spring of popular government. The rule, indeed, 
extends with more or less force to every species of free gov- 
ernment. Who that is a sincere friend to it can look with 
indifiference upon Attempts .to shake the foundation of the 
fabric ! 

** Promote, then, as an object of primary importance, 5ft- 
-stitutions for the general diffusion of knowledge. In pro- 
|>ortion as the structure of a govermAent gives force to pub- 
lic opinion, it is essential Uiat public €j;>inion should be 
•enlightened. 

<* As a very important source of strength and seettrttf* 
chensh public credit. One method of preserving it is t» 
nee it as spaiinglj as poasible, amdieg eieeaaiopi e^ iJji^'Uit 
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by cultivating peace : but remembering also, tbat timelf 
diflbursementfl to prepare for danger, frequently pieTent 
much greater disbursements to repel it ; avoiding likewise 
the accumulation of debt, not only by shunning occasions 
of expense, but by vigorous exertions, in time of peace, to 
discharge the debts which unavoidable wars may bava occa- 
tioned, not ungenerously throwing upon posterity the burden 
which we ourselves ought to bear. The execution of these 
maxims belongs to your representatives ; but it is necessary 
that public opinion should co-operate. — To facilitate to them 
the performance of their duty, it is essential that you should 
practically bear in mind, that toward the payment of debts 
there must be revenue ; that to have revenue there must be 
taxes ; that no taxes can be. devised which a^e not more or 
less inconvenient and unpleasant; that tlie intrinsic emba^ 
rassment inseparable from the selection of the proper objects, 
which is always a choice of difficulties, ought to be a deci- 
sive motive for a candid construction of the conduct of the 
government in making it, and for a spirit of acquiescence in 
Uie measures for obtainmg revenue which the public exi- 
gencies may at any time dictate. 

•* Observe good faith and justice toward all nations; cul- 
tivate peace and harmony witli all ; religion and morality 
enjoin this conduct; and can it be that good policy does not 
equally enjoin it? It will be worthy of a free, enlightened, 
and, at no distant period, a great nation, to "give to mankind 
the magnanimous, and too novel example, of a people al- 
ways guided by an exalted justice and benevolence. Who 
can doubt, that in the course of time and things, the fruits 
of such a plan would richly repay any temporary advantages 
which might be lost by a steady adherence to it. Can it 
be, that Providence has not connected the permanent {eY\c\ij 
of a nation with its virtue ? The experiment at least, is re- 
commended by every sentiment which ennobles human na- 
ture. Alas ! is it rendered impossible by its vices ? 

*' In the execution of such a plan, nothing is more essen- 
tial than that permanent inveterate antipathies against parti- 
cular nations, and passionate attachmenU* for others, should 
be excluded, and that in place of them, just and amicable 
feelmgs toward all should be cultivated. The nation which 
indulges toward another an habitual hatred, or an habitual 
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fondness, is in some degree a slave. It is a slave to its ani- 
mosity or to its affection, either of which is sufficient to lead 
it astray from its duty and its interest. Antipathy in one 
nation against another, disposes each more readily to offer 
Ihsult and injury, to lay hold of slight causes of umbrage, 
and to be haughty and intractable, when accidental or trifling 
occasions of dispute occur. 

'< Hence, frequent collisions, obstinate, envenomed and 
bloody contests. The nation, prompted by ill will and ro- 
fientment, sometimes impelled to war the government, con- 
trary to the best calculations of policy. The government 
sometimes participates in the national propensity, and adopts 
through passion, what reason would reject; at other times 
it makes the animosity of the nation subservient to projects 
of hostility instigated by pride, ambition, and other sinister 
and pernicious motives. The peace, often, sometimes per- 
haps the liberty of nations, has been the victim. 

'^ So, likewise, a passionate attachment of one nation for 
another, produces a variety of evils. Sympathy for the fa- 
vourite nation, facilitating the illusion of an imaginary com- 
mon interest, in cases where no real common interest exists, 
and infusing into one the enmities of the other, betrays the 
former into a participation in the quarrels and wars of the 
latter, without adequate inducements or justification. — ^It 
leads also to concessions to the favourite nation, of privileges 
denied to others, which are apt doubly to injure the nation 
making the concessions, by unnecessarily parting with what 
ought to have been retained, and by exciting jealousy, ill 
will, and a disposition to retaliate, in the parties from whom 
equal privileges are withheld; and it gives to ambitious* 
corrupted, or deluded citizens, who devote themselves to 
ihe favourite nation, facility to betray, or sacrifice the inte- 
rests of their own country, without odium, sometimes even 
with popularity, gilding, with the, appearances of a virtuous 
sense of obligation, a commendable deference for public opi- 
nion, or z laudable zeal for public good, the base or foolish 
compliances of ambition, corruption, or infatuatioju. 

'< As avenues to foreign influence in innumerable ways^ 
encli attachments are particularly alarnung jto the truly en- 
lightened and independent patriot. Uow niany opportuni- 
ties do they Afford to tamper wiJjh domestic factions, to prsae- 
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tita die arte' of fedactioiiy to miriead-'poUfie ^i^iiiSoB, li» In- 
flumee or awe the piiblic oomfbQl {Siieh aa 'ftttaehimiiQC 
aamall or weak, toward a grealmd poweiful nation, doom. 
Ihe former, to' be die satellite of tbe latter^ Against the &»• 
<dioiis wfles of fordgn iitfluenee, I iDonjnie yon to InilieA 
me» feUow citlzenSt the jedbttsj of a free {jM^e oii|^ to 
4>e coii8tand]r ei^ke; femeeliistQtj ^d expenenee piove^ 
lliat foreign influence is one of the most baneful' fdA "of r»> 
nublican goveminent-^Bat that tealoosy, to bemseliil, musi 
be impartial; else it becomes the'-iostniAienl of tfae inrf 
influence to be a? oided« instead of a defence agahuft it' Ex- 
cessive partiality for one foreign nation, and excessive db- 
like of another, cause thosei whom they actuate to see dai- 
.ger only on one -stdcy and serve to veil and- eve^- second Ifas 
arts of itofluence on the other. Real patriots, who inay re- 
sist the intrigues of thd favourite, are uMe' to beiMHne sua^ 
pected and (dious; while its tools and dupes nsnrp the ap- 
plause and4M>iifideAce of the people, to surrender their interest 

** The great rule of conduct for ns, in -regard -to foreign 
nations^ is, in extending our commercial relations, to have 
with them as litde political connexions as possible. So ftr 
as we have already formed engagements, let them be fulfiOad 
with perfect good faith. Heito let us Stop. - 

** Europe &a a set of primary intefests, which to us have 
none, or a very remt^te, relation. Hence, she muist be en- 
gaged in frequent controversies, the cauees of which are es- 
sentially foreign to our concerns. Hence, therefore, it must 
be unwise in us to implicate ourselves by artificial ties, 
in Uie ordinary vicissitudes of her politics, or the ordi* 
nary combinations and collisions of her friendships or ea« 
mities. 

*' Our detached and distant situation, invites and enables 
us to pursue a different course. If we remain one people, 
under an efficient government, the period is not far off when 
we may defy material injury from external annoyance ; when 
we may take such an attitude as will cause the neutrality we 
may at any time resolve upon, to be scrupulously respected ; 
when belligerent nations, under the impossibility of making 
acquisitions upon us, will not lightly hazard the giving us 
provocation, when we may choose peace or war, as our in 
lerest, guided by Justice, shall counseL 
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*• Why forego the advantages of so peculiar a situation T 
Why quit 6ur own, to stapd upon foreign ground ? Why, by 
interweaving our destiny with that of any part of Europe, 
entangle our peace and prosperity in the toils of European 
ambition, rivalsbip, interest, humour, or caprice ? 

*' It is our true policy to steer clear of permanent alliances 
v^ith any portion of the foreign world ; so far, I mean, as we 
are now at liberty to do it ; for let me not be understood as ca- 
pable of patronizing infidelity to existing engagements. I hold 
the maxim no less applicable to publip, than to private af- 
fairs, that honesty is always the best policy. I repeat it, 
therefore, let those engagements be observed in their genuine 
sense. But, in my opinion, it is unnecessary, and would be 
unwise to extend them. 

" Taking care always to keep ourselves, by suitable es- 
tablishments, on a respectable defensive posture, we may 
safely trust to temporary alliances for extraordinary emer- 
gencies. 

'* Harmony, and a liberal intercourse with all nations, are 
recommended by policy, humanity, and interest. But even 
our commercial policy should hold an equal and impartial 
hand ; neither seeking nor granting exclusive favours or pre- 
ferences ; consulting the natural course of things ; diffusing 
and diversifying, by gentle means, the streams of commerce, 
but forcing nothing ; establishing, with powers so disposed, 
in order to give trade a stable course, to define the rights of 
our merchants, and to enable the government to support them, 
conventional rules of intercourse, the best that present cir- 
cumstances and mutual opinion will permit, but temporary, 
and liable to be from time to time abandoned or varied, as ex- 
perience and circumstances shall dictate, constantly keeping 
in view, that it is folly in one nation to look for disinterested 
favours from another ; that it must pay with a portion of its 
independence for v^aXever it may accept under that character; 
that by such acceptance it may place itself in the condition of 
having given equivalents for nominal favours, and yet of 
being reproached with ingratitude for not giving more. 
There can be no greater error than to expect or calculate 
upon real favours from nation to nation. It is an illusion 
which experience must cure, which a just pjride oiigbt tQ 
discard. 
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** In oflTering to you, my countiymen, these cooncSs of 
an old and affectionate friend, I ^tafe not hope they will make 
the strong and lasting impression I could wish ; that they 
will control the usual current of the passions, or prevent our 
nation from running the course which has hitherto marked 
the destiny of nations. But if I may flatter myself, that they 
may be productive of some partial benefit, some occasion^ 
good ; that they may now and then recur to moderate the 
hiry of party spirit ; to warn against the mischiefs of foreigi 
intrigue ; to guard against the impostures of pretended pa> 
triotism ; this hope will be a full recompense for the solid- 
fade for your welfare, by which they have been dictated. 

** How far, in the discharge of my official duties, I havi 
l>een guided by the principles which have been delineated, 
the public records, and other evidences of my conduct, must 
witness to you and to the world. To myself, the assurance 
of my own conscience is, that I have at least believed myself 
to be guided by them. 

** In relation to the still subsisting war in Europe, my pro- 
clamation of the 22d of April, 1793, is the index to my plan. 
Sanctioned by your approving voice, and by that of your re- 
presentatives in both houses of congress, the spirit of that 
measure has continually governed me, uninfluenced by any 
attempts to deter or divert me from it. 

" After deliberate examination, with the aid of the best 
lights I could obtain, I was well satisfied that our country, 
under all the circumstances of the case, had a right to take, 
and was bound in duty and interest to take, a neutral posi- 
tion. Having taken it, I determined, as far as should depend 
upon me, to maintain it with moderation, perseverance, and 
firmness. 

" The considerations which respect the right to hold this 
conduct, it is not necessary on this occasion to detail. I will 
only observe, that, according to my understanding of the mat- 
ter, that right, so far from being denied by any of the belli- 
gerent powers, has been virtually admitted by all. 

*' The duty of holding a neutral conduct may be inferred, 
without any thing more, from the obligation which justice 
and humanity impose on every nation, in cases in which it 
is free to act, to maintain inviolate the relations of peace and 
amit^ toward other nations* 
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** The inducements of interest for observing that conduct 
will best be referred to your own reflections and experience* 
With me, a predominant motive has been, to endeavour to 
gain time to our country to settle and mature its yet recent 
institutions, and to progress, without interruption, to that de- 
gree of strength and consistency, which is necessary to give 
it, humanly speaking, the command of its fortunes. 

** Though in reviewing the incidents of my administration, 
I am unconscious of intentional error ; I am nevertheless too 
sensible of my defects, not to think it probable that I maj 
have committed many errors. Whatever they may be, I fer^ 
▼ently beseech the Almighty to avert or mitigate the evils to 
which they may tend. I shall also carry with me the hope 
that my country will never cease to view them with indul- 
gence ; and that, after forty-five years of my life dedicated to 
its service, with an upright zeal, the faults of incompetent 
abilities will be consigned to oblivion, as myself must soon 
be to the mansions of rest. 

*' Relying on its kindness, in this as in other things, and 
actuated by that fervent love towards it, which is so natural 
to a man who views in it the native soil of himself and hia 
progenitors for several generations ; I anticipate, with pleasing 
expectation, that retreat, in which I promise myself to realize, 
without alloy, the sweet enjoyment of partaking in the midst 
of my fellow-citizens, the benign influence of good laws, un- 
der a free government : the ever favourite object of my heart, 
and the happy reward, as I trust, of our mutual cares, labouri, 
and dangers. 

" United States, September 17, 1796." 



This valedictory address of the father of his country, was 
t^ceived in every part of the union with the most unbounded 
veneration, and recorded with the most pointed respect. 
Shortly afterwards, the president, for the last time, met the 
national legislature in the sAiate-chamber. His address oo 
the occasion was highly dignified. He congratulated con- 
gress on the internal situation of the United States ; on the 
progress which had been made for preserving peace with the 
Ind^na, and meliorating their condition ; and, after stating 
the meaanres which had been adopted in execution of the 
treaties with Britain, Spain, and Algiers, and the negotiatioivi 
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wr. -1 "-rre T«?r-:!.r.r '* .h T-r..« r.i'. Tripoli, he r,'.*rrrrtt 
'• T -.. - ■.'■: rx>'*:.~ r .r..r..:: •::. '.'.' ;'iro'.ef.i ^ii 'f :i naval 
f.: t -.."':».-•- '■ T. .« i- ::. . ::'.s:-«l \vi;h rejrari to 
Wi"- ■»..■- -.i".*- :• :"^*.^: \: : .". . — B .1 b.*?id*-s ihis, il 

■>:\-r .-.-.:. •:. ;!.-: ". ■ :. • ^: ^.-.it'tre iii-uiraliiv is 
■ j-^ri ^.Ir?:::.- ••;'■ :i":'-iis i;!" ii::iiiins at 
.:■-■ : -. :: '. 1 : ■■" » :':rij r»q^;rt*s a naval 
. ■_ . . : --v : ► • i : .i •.-.' 1; fr« iRi i:i>:;Ii or ag- 
> ::.-•. r". r ::•.•.•:/. '. *• :.i'fc-sji;v of L'"inff lo 
: 1. z v.!:^-.: :.'. :«'.vi-rs l"ri.:m co:i. milting 
- - : - r:_'.-s • !' :■ ■ : ■ :r -.i p:iriy as in:iy first 
,•■..■.- ■ ".. :.. r.-= . 1 '■ ■ -^i i:if!>r:na;io:i 1 have 
». : .; . *: ^^ ■'^": i sv :;j :.- il* ojir trade to the 
.. -A ^ ..»:.: :i I T'" : ."... i f Wx\ will always be in- 
r ri:;..! :;s ♦ xj' -n; '.■ i.c i-alr.mities fruiii which 
C*-::. r- t \ ::.t.::i ii .".t- :t .». ju-t i . 1:1 r-.-Iit-veJ. 

'* ']":.■.•-- '.'..'.M .•-.- 1".;. :.s i:.- .: ■ i::?- I iiiled States to look to 
ll.'.- r».« .-..s. :!.«i ;j .-t-'. :.'.' ;:: \\.:- _t..'.....1 creation, of a navy. 
*i"::f" ;:.-•! -;j.-ri::ff pri'u'r»--> i-f :;.c.r r.aiijiiiion, promises them, 
a: iif» c-'-s-.iiM fHTiui. ili'. re-v-.i^i-c^ suj-; ly of seamen, and their 
ni'.;i:;a in oil jit rf>pf.-t<, fnvuiir iliC- iindertakini;. It is an 
enroi:rai:(Mncnt, li!\('wi.<i', that ilu ir particular situation will 
give v.-L-iLMiL and intliu.iire to a niM'Joratc naval forre in their 
hiindri. Will it nut then i)e ac!'. i^iihlf to be^rin wiiliout de- 
l;iy, to j>rovi(!o wnd lay iij) the ina-iriuls for the buildinfrand 
ti\\i.\ ji::.L' ol" ^lii|•s of wur, Lud Im j^roci-ed in ilio work by 
f\\'j.\( I .-, in jiroj)oilii)n :is our rtso':ni'.s <\\\\\\ rtMult*r it practi- 
c:i!)i<-, \\iili(;iil iiii-()ii\riii(:n(.-f ; .^o ll.at a fiiUire war of Eii- 
roj»«- iiiuy not fir.d our coninuTcc in the s:inie unprotected 
6l:itf in uhifl: il w:.s fount! I»y lh«' piTbcnt T* 

ilo then I r(. .11. mended the e<;ii!>r;shnient of national works 
for nuinuf:i('ti:rini( inipienients of defence ; of an institution 
for the ini])rovenient of a^rrieulture ; and pointed out the ad- 
vjint;i;ies of a military academy; of analional university; and 
the ne(•es^ily of au<rmenii]ig the salaries of the olliccrs of th^ 
United Stales. 

Ill respect to the disputes with France, he observed \ 
•* W hilr, in our external relations, some serious inconveni^ 
cnccs and end)arrassments have been overcome, and others 
lessened, it i» with nnich pain and decj) regret I nientiony 
U>'U circumstances of a very unwelcome nature have latel/ 
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occtitred. Our trade has suffered, and is suffering, extensive 
injuries in the West Indies; from the cruisers and agents of 
the French republic ; and communications have been receiv- 
ed from its minister here, which indicate the danger of a fur^ 
ther disturbance of our commerce by its authority; and 
which are in other respects far from agreeable. 

** It has been my constant, i^ncere, and earnest wish, in 
conformity with that of our nation, to maintain cordial har- 
mony, and a perfect friendly understanding with that repub- 
lic. This wish remains unabated; and I shall persevere in 
the endeavour to fulfil it, to the utmost extent of what shall 
be consistent with a just and indispensable regard to the rights 
and honour of our country ; nor will I easily cease to cher- 
ish the expectation, that a spirit of justice, candour, and 
friendship, on the part of the republic, will eventually ensure 
success. ^ 

" In pursuing this course, however, I cannot forget what 
is due to the character of our government and nation, or to a 
full and entire confidence in the good sensis patriotism, self- 
respect, and fortitude of my countrymen." • 

This address was concluded in the following pathetic 
terms : 

" The situation in which I now stand for the last time, in 
the midst of the representatives of the people of the United 
States, naturally recalls the period when the administration 
of the present form of government commenced ; and I can- 
not omit the occasion to congratulate you and my country on 
the success of the experiment, nor to repeat my fervent sup- 
plications to the supreme Ruler of the universe, and Sove- 
reign Arbiter of nations, that his providential care may still 
be extended to the United States ; that the virtue and happi- 
ness of the people may be preserved ; and that the govern- 
ment which they have instituted for the protection of, their 
liberties, may be perpetual." 

U 
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CHAPTER XUL 

Washington rejoices at the prospect of retiring. Writes to 
the Secretary of State^ denying the aiUheniicity of letters 
said to he from him to J, A Custis and Lund Washing- 
ton, in 1776. Pays respect to his successor, Mr. John 
Adams. Review of Washington s administration. He 
retires to Mount lemon. Resumes agricultural pursuits. 
Hears with regret the aggressions of the French republic. 
Corresponds on the subject of his taking the command of 
an army to oppose the French. Is appointed Lieutenant" 
General. His commission is sent to' him by the secretary 
ef war. His letter to president Adams on its receipt, 
birects the organization of the proposed army. Three 
envoys extraordinary axe sent to France, who adjust alt 
disputes with Buonaparte, after the overthrow of the Di- 
rectory. General Washington dies. Is Iwnoured by 
Congress and % the citizens. . His character. 

Tnt pleasing emofrons which are excited in ordinary men, 
on their acquisition of power, were inferior to those which 
Washington felt on its resignation. To his tried friend, gen- 
eral Knox, on the day preceding the termination ofhis office, 
he observed in a letter: — *'To the weary traveller, who sees 
a resting place, and is bending his body thereon, I now com- 
pare myself. Althongh the prospect of a retirement is most 
grateful to my soul, and I have not a wish to mix again in 
Sie great world, or to partake in its politics, yet I am not 
without regret at parting with, perhaps never more to meet» 
the few intimates whom I love. Among these, be assured, 
you are one." 

The numerous calumnies, of which Washington was the 
subject, drew from him no public animadversions, except in 
one case. A volume of letters, said to be from General 
Washington to John Parke Custis and Lund Washington, 
were published by the British, in the year 1776, and were 
given to the public, as being found in a small portmanteau, 
left in the care of his servant, who, it was said by the editors,, 
had been taken prisoner in Fort Lee. These letters were 
intended to produce in the public mind, impressions unfa- 
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ironrable to the integrity of Washington's motives, and to 
represent his inclinations at variance with his profession and 
duty. — When the first edition of these spurious letters was 
forgotten, they were republished during Washington's civil 
administration, by some of his fellow-citizens who differed 
from him in politics. On the morning of the last day of his 
presidency, he addressed a letter to the secretary of state, in 
which, after enumerating all the facts and dates connected 
with the forgery, and declaring that he had hitherto deemed 
it unnecessary to take any formal notice of the imposition, he 
concluded as follows : — ** But, as I cannot know how soon a 
more serious event may succeed to that which will this day 
take place, I have thought it a duty that I owed to myself, U> 
my country, and to truth, sow to detail the circumstances 
above recited, and to add my solemn declaration, that the 
letters herein described, are a base forgery ; and that I never 
saw or heard of them, until they appeared in print. The 
present letter I commit to your care, and desire it may be 
•deposited in the office of the department of state, las a testi- 
mony of the truth, to the present generation afid to pos- 
ierity." 

The moment now approached, which t^as to terminate the 
official character of Washington, and in which that of his 
^successor, John Adams, was to commence. The old and 
the new president walked together to the house of represent- 
atives, where the oath of office was administered to the lat- 
ter. On this occasion, Mr. Adams concluded an impressive 
speech, with a handsome compliment to his predecessor, by 
observing, that though he was about to retire, '* his name 
may still be a rampart, and the knowledge that he lives, a 
bulwark against all open or secret enemies of his country." 

The immense concourse of citizens who were present, 
^zed with love and affection on the retiring Washington, 
while cheerfulness overspread his countenance, 3»d joy filled 
his heart, on seeing another invested with the high authon- 
iies which he so lon^ exercised, and the way opened for 
his returning to the long desired happiness of domestic pri- 
vate life. After paying his most respectful compliments to 
the new president, he set out for Mount Vernon, the scene 
of enjoyment which he preferred to all others. His wishes 
Jip travel privately were in vain ; for, wherever h^ passed^ ib0 
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gentlemen of the country took every occasion of testifying 
their respect for him. In his retirement, he continued to re- 
ceive the most flattering addresses from legislative bodies, 
and various classes of his fellow-citizens. 

During the eight years' administration of Washington, the 
United States enjoyed prosperity and happiness at home ; and 
by the energy of the government, regained amongst foreign- 
ers that importance and reputation, which by its weakness 
they had lost. The debts contracted in the revolutionary 
war, which, from the imbecility of the old government, had 
depreciated to an insignificant sum, were funded ; and revenues 
80 ample provided for the payment of the in teres t^ and the 
gradual extinction of the principal, that their real and nomi- 
nal value were in a little time nearly the same. The govern- 
ment was so firmly established, as to be cheerfully and 
universally obeyed. The only exception was an insurrection 
in the western counties of Pennsylvania, which was quelled 
without bloodshed. — ^Agriculture and commerce were extend- 
ed far beyond what had ever before been witnessed in Ameri- 
ca. The Indians on the frontiers had been first compelled by 
force to respect the United States, and to continue in peace; 
and afterwards a humane system was commenced, for teach- 
ing them to exchange the tomahawk and hatchet, for the 
plough, the hoe, the shuttle, and the spinning-wheel. The 
free navigation of the Mississippi had been acquired with the 
consent of Spain, and all differences compromised with that 
power. — The military posts which had been long held by 
Britain within the United States, were peaceably surrender- 
ed. The Mediterranean was opened to American vessels, 
in consequence of treaties made with the Barbary powers. 
Indeed, difierences with all powers, either contiguous to the 
United States, or connected with them, had been amicably 
adjusted, with the exception of France. To accomplish 
this very desirable object, Washington had made repeated 
advances ; but it could not be obtained, without surrender- 
ing the independence of tlie nation, and its right of self-gov- 
ernment. 

Washington, on returning to Mount Vernon, resumed 
agricultural pursuits. These, with the society of men and 
books, gave to every hour innocent and interesting employ- 
menty and promised a serene evening of bis life. TkQugk 



GEORGE WASHINGTON. 288 

he wished to withdraw, not only from public office, but from 
all anxiety respecting public affairs, yet he felt too much for 
his country, to be indifferent to its interests. He heard with 
regret the repeated insults offered by the French directory to 
the United States, in the persons of their ministers, and the 
injury done to their commerce by illegal captures of their 
vessels. These indignities and injuries, after a long endur- 
ance, and a rejection of aU advances for an accommodation, 
at length roused the government, in the hands of Mr. Adams, 
to adopt vigorous measures. — To be in readiness to repel a 
threatened invasion, congress authorized the formation of a 
regular army. As soon as the adoption of this measure was 
probable, the eyes of all were ofice more turned on Washing- 
ton, as the most suitable person to be at its head. ' Letters 
from his friends poured in upon him, urging that he should 
accept the command. To one from president Adams, in 
which it Was observed : " We must have your name, if you 
will in any case permit us to use it ; there will be more ef- 
ficacy in it, thaa in many an army." Washington replied 
as follows : " At the epoch of my retirement, an invasion of 
these states by any EuropeSt "power, or even the probability 
of such an event in my days, was so far from being contem- 
plated by me, that I had no conception either that or any 
other occurrence, would arrive in so short a period, which 
could turn ray ey-es from'^tlae shades of Mount Vernon. — But 
this seems to be the age of wonders ; and it is reserved, for 
intoxicated and lawless France, for purposes far beyond ^e 
reach of human ken, to slaughter her own citizens, and to 
disturb the repose of all the world beside. From a view of 
the past ; from the prospect of the present ; and of that which 
fteems to be expected ; it is not easy for me to decide satis- 
factorily on the part it might best become me to act. In case 
of actual invasion by a formidable force, I certainly should 
not intrench myself under the cover of age and retirement, if 
my services should be required" by my country, to assist in 
repelling it.— And if there be good cause to expect such an 
event, which certainly must be better known to the govern 
snent, than to private citizens, delay in preparing for it may 
he dangerous, improper, and sot to be justified by prudence* 
The uncertainty, however, of the latter, in my mind, createf 
inj embanraaameni^ for I cmaoi being it to bdieve, legaxA' 
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•^ lest as the French are of treaties, and of the laws of natioiis, 
' and capable as I conceive them to be of any specks of dea* 
potism and injustice, that they will attempt to invade lUis 
country, after such a uniform and unequivocal expression of 
the determination of the people, in all parts, to oppose them 
with their lives and fortunes. — That they have been led to 
believe, by their a^nts and partisans among us, that we 
are a divided people ; that the latter are opposed to their 
own government ; and that the show of a small force would 
occasion a revolt ; I have no doubt : and how far these men, 
grown desperate, will further attempt to deceive, and may 
succeed in keeping up the deception, is problematical. With- 
out that, the folly of the directory in such an attempt, would, 
I conceive, be more conspicuous, if possible, than tlieir wick- 
edness. 

*^ Having with candour made this disclosure of the state 
of my mind, it remains only for me to add, that to those who 
know me best, it is best known, that should imperious cir- 
cumstances induce me to exchange, once more, the smooth 
paths of retirement fir the thorny ways <if public life, at a 
period too, when repose is mor^ongenial to nature, that it 
wouLl be produ<''tive of sensations which can be more easily 
conceived than expressed." 

To the secretary of war, writing on the same subject, 
Washington replied : — '* It cannot be necessary for me to pre- 
mise to yoa, or to others wlio know my sentiments, that to 
quit tlie tranquillity of retirement, and enter the boundless 
field of responsibility, would be productive of sensations, 
which a belter pen than I |x>ssess, would find it difficidt to 
describe. Nevertheless, llie principle by which my conduct 
has been actuated through life, would not suffer me, in any 
great emergency, to withhold any services I could render, 
when required by my country ; especially in a case where 
its dearest rights are assailed by lawless ambition and intoxi- 
cated power, in contempt of every principle of justice, and 
in violation of solemn compact, and of laws whi<rh govern all 
rivilizeJ nations; and this too, with the obvious intent to 
90vr thick the seeds of disunion, for the purpose of subju<rat- 
in? «ur government, and destroying our independence and 
Lappiness. 

•» Under circumstances like ihese, accompanied by an ac- 
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'\» 

toal invasion of our territory, it would be difficult for me, at 
any time ^to remain an idle spectator, under the plea of 
age or retirement. With sorrow, it is true, I should qnis 
the shades of my peaceful abode, and the ease and happiness 
I now enjoy, to encounter anew the turmoils of war, to 
Which, possibly, my strength and powers might he found iu^ 
competent. These, however, should not be stumbling blocks 
in my own way«" 

President Adams nominated Washington with the rank of 
lieutenant-general, to the chief command of all the armies 
raised, and to be raised in the United States. II is commiission 
was sent to him by Mr. M'Henry, the secretary of war, who 
was directed to repair to Mount Vernon, and to confer on the 
arrangements of the new army with its commander-in-chief* 
To tiie letter which president Adams sent with the comrais- 
sion by the secretary of war, Washington in two days replied 
as follows :•— 

*' I had the honour, on the evening of the 1 1th instant, to 
receive from the hand of the secretary of war, yofr favour 
of the 7th, announcing that you had, with tlie advice and 
consent of the senate, appointed me * lieutenant-general and 
commander-in-chief of ail the armies raised, or to be raised, 
for the service of the United States.'' 

'* I cannot express how greatly affected I am, at this new 
proof of public confidence, and the highly flattering manner 
in which you have been pleased to make the communication. 
At the same time, I must not conceal from you my earnest 
wish, that the choice had fallen upon a n«an less declined in 
years, and better qualified to encounter the usual vicissitudes 
of war. ■ 

'* You know, sir, what calculation I had made, relative to 
the probable course of evpnts, on my retirin^j from oflice, 
and the determination I had consoled myself with, of clo8ii;iig 
the remnant o^'my days in my present peaceful abode. You 
will, therefore, be at no loss to conceive and appreciate the 
sensations I must have experienced, to bring my mind to any 
conclusion that would pledge me, at so late a period of life, to 
leave srenes 1 sincerely love, to enter upon the boundless field 
jo£ public action, incessant trouble, and high responsibility. 

** It was not possible for me to remain ignorant of, or iii- 
vdi^erent to, recent transactions^ The conduct of the director/ 
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of France, towards our country ; their insidious hostility to 
its government ; their various practices to withdraw the af- 
fections of the people from it ; the evident tendency of their 
acts, and those of their agents, to countenance and invigorate 
opposition ; their disregard of solemn treaties, and the laws 
of nations ; their war upon our defenceless commerce ; their 
treatment of our ministers of peace; and their demands, 
amounting to tribute ; could not fail to excite in me' corres- 
ponding sentiments with those my countrymen have so gen- 
erally expressed in the affectionate addresses to you. Believe 
mc, sir, no one can more cordially approve of the wise and 
prudent measures of your administration. They ought to 
inspire universal confidence, and will, no doubt, combined 
with the state of things, call from congress such laws and 
means, as will enable you to meet the full force and extent 
of the crisis. 

" Satisfied, therefore, that you have sincerely wished and 
endeav(^red to avert war, and exhausted to the last drop, 
the cup of reconciliation, we can with pure hearts appeal to 
Heaven for the justice of our cause; and may confidently 
trust the final result to that kind Providence who has here- 
tofore, and so often, signally favoured the people of these 
United States. 

" Thinking in this manner, and feeling how incumbent 
it is upon every person, of every description, to contribute at 
all times to his country's welfare, and especially in a mo- 
ment like the present, when every thing we hold dear and 
sacred is so seriously threatened ; I have finally determined 
to accept the commission of commander-in-chief of the 
armies of the United States ; with the reserve only, that I 
shall not be called into the field until the army is in a situa- 
tion to require my presence, or it becomes indispensable by 
the urgency of circumstances. 

*' In making this reservation, I beg it to be understood that 
I do not mean to withhold any assistance to arrange and or- 
ganize the army, which you may think I can afford. I take 
the liberty also to mention, that I must decline having my 
acceptance considered as drawing after it any immediate 
charge upon the public ; or that I can receive any emolu- 
ment annexed to the appointment, before entering into a si- 
tuation to ineur expense." 
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The time of Washington, after the receipt of this appoint- 
ment, was divided between agricultural pursuits, and the 
cares and attentions imposed by his new office. The or- 
ganization of the army was in a great measure left to him. 
Much of his time was employed in making a proper selec- 
tion of officers, and arranging the whole army in the best 
possible manner to meet the invaders at the water's edge ; 
for he contemplated a system of continued attack, and fre- 
quently observed, " that the enemy must never be permitted 
to gain foothold on the shores of the United States." — Yet 
he always thought that an actual invasion of the country was 
very improbable. He believed that the hostile measures of 
France had arisen from an expectation that these measures 
would produce a revolution of power in the United States, 
* favourable to the views of the French republic ; and that 
when the spirit of the Americans was roused, the French 
would give up the contest. Events soon proved that these 
opinions were well founded ; for no sooner had the United 
States armed, than they were treated with respect, and an 
indirect communication was made, that France would ac- 
commodate all matters in dispute, on reasonable terms.-— 
Mr. Adams embraced these overtures, and made a second 
appointment of three envoys extraordinary to the French 
republic. These, on repairing to France, found the direc- 
tory overthrown, and the government in the hands of Bona- 
parte, who had taken no part in the disputes which had 
brought the two countries to the verge of war. With him, 
negotiations were commenced, and soon terminated in a pa- 
cific settlement of all differences. The joy to which this 
event gave birth, was great ; but in it General Washington 
did not partake, for before accounts arrived of this amicable 
adjustment, he ceased to be numbered with the living. 

On the 13lh of December, 1799, his neck and hair were 
sprinkled with a light rain, while he was out of doors at- 
tending to some improvements on his estate. In the follow- 
ing ni^t, he was seized with an inflammatory affection of 
the windpipe, attended with pain and a difficult deglutition, 
which Was soon succeeded by fever, and a laborious respira 
tion. He was bled in the night, but would not permit his 
family physician to be sent for before day. About eleven 
/o'clock in tbp forenoon^ Dr. Craik arrived* and, rightly 
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judginir that the case was serious, recommended ihat two 
coiisuliinjT physicians should be sent for. The united powers 
of all ihrce were in vain; for in about twenty-four houn 
from tlu> time he was in his usual health, he expired, with- 
out a struggle, and in the perfect use of his reason. 

In every stage of his disorder, he believed that he should 
die, and he was so much under this impression, that he mib- 
mitted to the prescriptions of his physicians, more from a 
sense of duty, than an expectation of relief. After he had 
given tliem a trial, he expressed a wish that he might be 
permitted to die without further interruption. Towards the 
close uf his illness, he undressed himself, and went to bed, 
to die. To his friend and physician, Dr. Craik, he said, •' I 
am dying, and have been dying for a long time, but I am not, * 
afraid to die." The equanimity which attended him through 
life, did not forsake him in death. He was the same in (hit 
moment, as in all the past, magnanimous and firm; coiu 
Tiding in the mercy, and resigned to the will of Heaven. He 
submitted to the inevitable stroke with the dignity of a man, 
tlic calmness of a philosopher, the resignation and confidence 
of a Christian. 

On the 18th, his body, attended hy military honours and 
the oOices of religion, was deposited in the family vault on 
his estate. 

AVhcn intelligence reached congress of the death of 
Washington, they instantly adjourned until the next day, 
when ]Mr. John Marshall, then a member of the House of 
Representatives, and since chief-justice of the United States, 
and biographer of Washington, addressed the speaker in the 
following words :— ■ 

** The melancholy event which was yesterday announced 
with doubt, has been rendered but too certain. Our Wash- 
ington is no more. The hero, the patriot, the sage of Amer- 
ica; tlio man on whom, in times of danger, every eye was 
turned, and all hopes were placed, lives now only in his 
own £rrcat actions, and in the hearts of an affectionate and 
afflicted people. 

" If, sir, it had even not been usual openly to testify re- 
spect for the memory of those whom Heaven has selected 
as its instruments for dispensing good to man, yet such has 
been the uncommon worth, and such the extraordinary in- 
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•jdents which have marked the life of him whose loss wc 
all deplore, that the whole American nation, impelled hy 
the same feelings, call, with one voice, for a public manifest- 
ation of^hat sorrow, which is so deep and so universal. 

*' More than any other individual, and as much as to one 
individual was possible, has he contributed to found this, 
our wide spreading empire, and to give to the western 
world, independence and freedom. 

" Having effected the great object for which he was placed 
at the head of our armies, we have seen him convert the 
sword into the ploughshare, and sink the soldier into the 
citizen. 

" When the debility of your federal system had become 
manifest, and the bonds which connected this vast continent 
were dissolving, we have seen him the chief of those pa- 
triots who formed us a constitution, which, by preserving 
the union, will, I trust, substantiate and perpetuate those 
blessings which our revolution had promised to bestow. 

" In obedience to the general voice of his country, calling 
him to preside over a great people, we have seen him once 
more quit the retirement he loved, and, in a season more 
stormy and tempestuous than war itself, with calm and wise 
determination, pursue the true interests of the nation, and 
contribute more than any other could contribute, to the esta- 
blishment of that system of policy, which will, I trust, yet 
preserve out peace, our honour, and our independence. 

** Having been twice unanimously chosen the chief ma- 
gistrate of a free people, we have seen him at a time when 
his re-election with universal suffrage could not be doubted, 
afford to the world a rare instance of moderation, by with- 
drawing from his station to the peaceful walks of private life. 
*' However the public confidence may change, and the 
public reflections fluctuate with respect to others, with re- 
spect to him they have, in war and in peace, in public and 
in private life, been as steady as his own firm mind, and aa 
constiant as his own exalted virtues. 

'* Let us then, Mr. Speaker, pay the last tribute of r&> 
spect and affection to our departed friend. Let the grand 
council of the nation display those sentiments which the na- 
tion feels. For this purpose, I hold in my hand some reso^ 
lutions which I take the liberty of ofiering to the House. 
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'* Resolved, That this House will wait on the president, 
in condolence of this mournful event : That the speaker's 
chair be shrouded with black, and that the members and 
officers of the house wear black during the session : «That a 
committee, in conjunction with one from the Senate, oe ap* 
pointed to consider on the most suitable manner of paying 
honour to the memory of the man, first in war, first in peace, 
and first in the hearts of his fellow-citizens." 

The senate of the United States, on the melancholy occa- 
sion, addressed to the president a letter in these w^ords : 

" The senate of the United States respectfully take leave, 
sir, to express to you their deep regret for the loss their coun- 
try sustains in the death of General George Washington. 

*' This event, so distressing to all our fellow-citizens, must 
be peculiarly heavy to you, who have long been associated 
with him in deeds of patriotism. Permit us, sir, to mingle 
our tears with yours. On this occasion, it is manly to weep. 
To lose such a man, at such a crisis, is no common calamity 
to the world. Our country mourns a father. The Almighty 
Disposer of human events, has taken from us our greatest 
benefactor and ornament. It becomes us to submit with rev- 
erence to him ' who maketh darkness his pavilion.' 

" With patriotic pride, we review the life of our Washing- 
ton, and compare him with tliose of other countries who 
have been pre-eminent in fame. Ancient and modem times 
are diminished before him. Greatness and guilt have too 
often been allied ; but his fame is whiter than it is brilliant. 
The destroyers of nations stood abashed at the majesty of his 
virtues. It reproved the intemperance of their ambition, and 
darkened the splendour of victory. The scene is closed, and 
we are no longer anxious lest misfortune should sully his 
glory ; he has travelled to the end of his journey, and car- 
ried with him an increased weight of honour; he has depos- 
ited it safely where misfortune cannot tarnish it; where 
malice cannot blast it. Favoured of Heaven, he departed with- 
out exhibiting the weakness of humanity. Magnanimous in 
death, the darkness of the grave could not obscure his bright^ 
ness. 

** Such was the man whom we deplore. Thanks to God, 
his glory is consummated ! Washington yet lives on earth, 
it his spotless example ; his spirit is in heaven ! 
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" Let his countrymen consecrate the memory of the heroic 
general, the- patriotic statesman, and the virtuous sage. Let 
Qiem teach their children never to forget, that the fruits of 
his labours and his example are their inheritance." 

To thi^ address, the president returned the following an-' 
swer : 

"I receive, with the most respectful and affectionate senti- 
nients, in this impressive address, the obliging expressions 
of your regret for the loss our country has sustained in the 
death of her most esteemed, beloved, and admired citizen. 

" In the multitude of my thoughts and recollections on this 
melancholy event, you will permit me to say, that I have 
seen him in the days of adversity, in some of the scenes of 
his deepest distress, and most trying perplexities. I have 
also attended him in his highest elevation, and most prosper- 
ons felicity, with uniform admiration of his wisdom, mode- 
ration, and constancy. 

*< Among all our original associates in that memorable 
league of this continent, in 1774, which first expressed the 
sovereign will of a free nation in America, he was the only 
one remaining in the general government. Although with a 
constitution more enfeebled than his, at an age when he 
thought it necessary to prepare for retirement, I feel myself, 
alone bereaved of my last brother, yet I derive a strong con- 
solation from the unanimous disposition which appears in all 
ages and classes, to mingle their sorrows with mine, on this 
common calamity to the world. 

*♦ The life of our Washington cannot suffer by a compari- 
son with those of other countries, who have been most cele- 
brated and exalted by fame. The attributes and decorations 
of royalty, could only have served to eclipse the majesty of 
those virtues which made him, from being a modest citizeUt 
a more resplendent luminary. Misfortune, had he lived, 
could hereafter have sullied his glory only with those super- 
ficial minds, who, believing that character and actions are 
marked by success alone, rarely deserve to enjoy it. — Malice 
could never blast his honour, and envy made him a singular 
exception to her universal rule. For himself, he had lived 
long enough to life and to glory : for his fellow-citizens, if 
^ir prayers could have been answered, he would have been 
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immortal ; for me, his departure is at a most mifbrtotiafe mo^ 
menL Trusting, however, in the wise and righteous domin- 
ion of Providence over the passions of men, and the results 
of their actions, as well as over their lives, nothing remains 
for me but huml^e resignation. 

*' His example is now complete ; and it will teach wisdom 
ttid Tirtoe to magistrates, citizens, and men, not only in the 
present age, but in future generations, as long as our history 
shall be read. If a Trajan found a Pliny, a Marcus Aurelius 
can never want biographers, eulogists, or historians.'' 

The committee of both houses, appointed to devise the 
mode by which the nation should express its grief, reported 
the following resolutions, which were unanimously adopted. 

*' Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of 
the United States of America, in congress assembled. That 
a marble monument be erected by the United States, at the 
capitol of the city of Washington, and that the family of 
Creneral W^ashington be requested to permit his body to be 
deposited imder it, and that the monument be so designed as 
to eomttiemorate the gi^eat events of his military zad poUtH 
cal life : 

*' That there be a funeral procession from Cotigress Hall, to 
die Crerman Lutheran church, in memory of General Geoi^ 
Washington, on Thursday the 26th inst. and that an oration 
be prepared at the request of congress, to be delivered before 
both houses that day ; and that the president of the senate, 
tod speaker of the house of representatives, be desired to 
request one of the members of congress to prepare and deliv- 
er the same : 

** That it be recommended to the people of the United 
States, to wear crape on their left arm, as mourning, for thirty 
days: 

** That the president of the United States be requested to 
direct a copy of these resolutions to be transmitted to Mrs. 
Washington, assuring her of the profound respect congress 
will ever bear for her person and character ; of their condo- 
lence on the late affecting dispensation of Providence; and 
entreating her assent to the interment of the remains of Gen- 
saral Washington in the manner expressed in the fiist resolu- 
tion: 
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**That Ae president of the United States be requested to 
issue his proclamation, notifying to the people throughout the 
United States, the reeommendation contained in the third re- 
solution." 

To the letter of president Adams, which transmitted to 
Mrs. WtLshington the resolution of congress, that she should 
be requested to permit the remains of General WashingtOH 
io be deposited under a marble monument, to be erected in 
the city of Washington, she replied, much in the style and 
manner of her departed husband, and in the following words : 
** Taught by the great example which I have so long had 
before me, never to oppose my private wishes to the public 
will, I must consent to the request made by congress, which 
you have had the goodness to transmit to me ; ^nd in doing 
this, I need not, I cannot say, what a sacrifice of individqal 
feeling I make to a sense of public duty.'' 

The honours paid to Washington at the seat of govern^ 
ment, were but a small part of the whole. Tliroughout the 
United States, the citizens generally expressed, in a variety of 
ways, both their grief and their gratitude. Their heartfelt dis- 
tress resembled the agony of a large and affectionate familyf 
when a bereaved wife and orphan children mingle their tears 
for the loss of a husband and father. 

The people, from ^e impulse of their own minds, before 
they knew of similar intentions of their fellow-citizens, or of 
the resolutions of congress for a general mourning, assem- 
bled, and passed resolutions, expressive of their high sense 
of the great wor^ of the deceased, and their grateful recol- 
lection of his important services. Orations were delivered, 
sermons preached, and elegies written on the melancholy oc- 
casion. The best talents of the nation were employed, both 
in prose and verse, in writing and speaking, to express the 
national grief, and to celebrate the deeds of tl^ departed father 
of his country. — ^In addition to the public honours, which, 
in the preceding pages, liave been mentioned as conferred 
upon Washington ia liis life*time, there were others, of a 
private nature, whicb .flowed from the hearts of the people^ 
said which neither wealth nor power could command. An 
infinity of children were called by his name. This was often 
done by people in the humble walks of life, who had never 
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seen, nor expected to see him, and who could have no ex- 
pectations of a favour from him. Villages, towns, cities, 
dTstricts, counties, seminaries of learning, and other public 
institutions, were called Washington^ in so great numbers, 
and in so great a variety of places, that the name no longer 
answered me end of distinction, unless some local or appro- 
priating circumstances were' added to the common appella- 
tion. Adventurous mariners, who discovered islands or coun- 
tries in unexplored regions, availing themselves of the privi- 
lege of discoverers, planted the name of the American chief 
in the remotest comers of the globe. 

The person of George Washington was uncommonly tall. 
Mountain air, abundant exercise in the open country, the 
wholesome toils of the chase, and the delightful scenes of 
rural life, expanded his limbs to an unusual, but graceful and 
veil-proportioned size. His exterior suggested to every be- 
holder the idea of strength, united with manly gracefulness 
His form was noble, and his .port majestic : no man could 
approach him but with respect. His frame was robust^ his 
constitution vigorous ; and he was capable of enduring great 
fatigue. His passions were naturally strong ; with them, was 
his first conquest, and over them his first victory. — Before he 
undertook to command others, he had thoroughly learned to 
command himself. The powers of his mind were more solid 
than brilliant. Judgment was his forte. To vivacity, wit, 
and the sallies of a lively imagination, he made no preten- 
sions. His faculties resembled those of Aristotle, Bacon, 
Locke, and Newton ; but were very unlike those of Voltaire. 
Possessed of a large proportion of common sense, directed by 
a sound practical judgment, he was better fitted for the exalt- 
ed stations to which he was called, than many others, who, 
to a greater brilliancy of parts, frequently add the eccentrici- 
ties of genius. 

Truth and utility were his objects. He steadily pursued, 
and generally obtained them. With this view, he thought 
much, and closely examined every subject on which he was 
to decide, in all its relations. Neither passion, nor party 
spirit, pride, prejudice, ambition, nor interest, influenced his 
deliberations. In making up his mind on great occasions, 
many of which occurred, in which the fate of the army or 
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nation seemed involved, he sought for information from all 
quarters, revolved the subject by night and by day,* and ex- 
amined it in every point of view. Guided by these lights, 
and influenced by an honest and good heart, he was imper- 
ceptibly led to decisions which were wise and judicious. 
Perhaps no man ever lived, who was so often called upon to 
form a judgment in cases of real difficulty, and who so often 
•judged rightly. Engaged in the busy scenes of life, he 
knew human nature, and the most proper methods of accom- 
plishing proposed objects. Of a thousand propositions, he 
knew to distinguish the best, and X6 select amongst ^ thojl* 
sand, the individual most fitted for his purpose. 

As a military man, he possessed personal courage, and a 
firmqoss, which neither danger nor difficulty could shake. 
His perseverance overcame every obstacle ; his moderation 
conciliated all opposition ; his genius supplied every resou^ee^ 
He knew how to conquer by delay, and deserved true praise 
by despising unmerited censure. Inferior to his adversary 
in the numbers, the equipment, and the discipline of hit 
troops, no great advantage was ever obtained over him, and 
no opportunity to strike an important blow was ever neglected/ 
In the most ardent moments of the contest, his pmdent finxb 
ness proved the salvation of his country^. 

The whole niBge of history does not present a character, 
on which we can <lwell with so entire, unmixed admiration. 
His qualities were so happily blended, and so nicely harmo^ 
sized, that the result was a great and perfect whole^ 

The integrity of Washington was incorrupitible. His prin- 
ciples were free from the contamination of selfish and unwor- 
thy passions. His real and avowed motives were the same. 
His ends w^ere always upright, and his means pure. He wae 
a statesman without guile, and his professions both to his fel- 
lowrcitizens and to foreign nations, were always sincere^ No 
circumstances ever induced him to use duplicity. He was aa 

*In a letter to general Knox, wjritten ailcr the termination of tbo revoliip 
donary war, Wasnington obierved. *' Strange as it may leem, it 'm neverlli*' 
leM true, that it waa not until lately, 1 oouldget the better of my oaual cuatooi 
qT ruminating as soon as I awoke in the morning, on the business of the '-'— - 



ms day ; and of my surprise at ending, after revQlvin|| many thii^ in nqr 
(■und, that 1 was iw longer a public man, or had any tmng lo do with pvbtf^ 
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example of die distinction which exists between wisdom and 
canning ; and his majily» open conduct, was an illustration 
of the soundness of the maxim, ^' that honesty is the best 
policy." 

The learning of Washington was of a particular kind. He 
orerstepped the tedious forms of schools, and, by the force 
of a correct taste and sound judgment, seized on the great 
ends of learning, without the assistance of those means which 
have been contrived to prepare less active minds for public 
^ business. By a careful study of the English language ; by 
' reading good models of fine writing; and above sdl, by the 
aid of a vigorous mind ; he made himself master of a pure, 
elegant, and classical style. His composition was all nerve ; 
full of correct and manly ideas, which were expressed in 
precise and forcible language. — His answers to the innumer- 
able addresses, which, on all public occasions, poured in upon 
him, were promptly made, handsomely expressed, and always 
contained something appropriate. His letters to congress ; 
his addresses to that body on the acceptance and resignation 
of his commission ; his general orders, as commander-in- 
chief; his speeches and messages, as president ; and, above all, 
his two farewell addresses to the people of the United States ; 
will remain lasting monuments of the goodness of his heart, 
of the wisdom of his head, and of the eloquence of his pen. 

The powers of his mind were, in some respects, peculiar. 
He was a great, practical, self-taught genius ; with a head to 
devise, and a hand to execute, projects of the first magnitude 
and greatest utility. 

There are few men, of any kind, and still fewer of those 
whom the world calls great, who have not some of their vir- 
tues eclipsed by corresponding vices. But this was not the 
case with General Washington. He had religion without 
austerity, dignity without pride, modesty without diffidence, 
courage without rashness, politeness without affectation, affa- 
bility without familiarity. His private, as well as his public 
character, will bear the strictest scrutiny. He was punctual 
in all his engagements ; upright and honest in his dealings ; 
temperate in his enjoyments ; liberal and hospitable to an emi- 
nent degree ; a lover of order ; systematical and methodical 
in all his arrangements. He was the friend of morality and 
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religion; steadily attended public worship; encouraged and 
strengthened the hands of the clergy. In all his public acts, 
he made the most respectful mentioQ of Providence ; and in 
a word, carried the spirit of piety with him, both in his pri- 
vate life and public administration. 

Washington had to form soldiers of freemen, many of whom 
had extravagant ideas of their personal rights. He had often 
to mediate between a starving army, and a high-spirited yeo- 
manry. So great were the necessities of the soldiers under 
his immediate command, that he was obliged to send out de- %' 
tachments to seize on the property of the farmers, at the point 
of the bayonet. The language of the soldier was, " Give 
me clothing, give me food, or 1 cannot fight, I cannot live," 
The language of the farmer was, *' Protect my property." — 
In this choice of difficulties, General Washington not only kept 
his army together, but conducted his operations with so much 
prudence, as to command the approbation both of the army 
and of the citizens. He was also dependent for much of his 
support on the concurrence of thirteen distinct, unconnected 
legislatures. Animosities prevailed between his southern 
and northern trpops, and there were strong jeafousies be- 
tween the states from which they respectively ciime. To 
harmonize th^se clashing interests, to make uniform arrange- 
ments from such discordant sources and materials, required 
no common share of address. Yet, so great was the eflect 
of the modest, unassuming manners of General Washington, 
that he retained the affection of all his troops, and of all the 
states* 

He also possessed equanimity in an eminent degree. 
One even tenor marked the greatness of his mind, in all the 
variety of scenes through which he passed. . In the most try- 
ing situations, he never despaired, nor was he ever depressed. 
He was the same when retreating dirough New Jersey before 
a victorious enemy, with the remains of his broken army, as 
when marching in triumph into Yorktown, over its demol- 
ished fortifications. The honours and applause which he 
received from his grateful countrymen, would have made al- 
most any other man giddy ; but on him they had no mis- 
^ievous effect. He expected none of those attentions ; but 
when finrced upon him« he received them as favours, with tht 
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politeness of a well-bred man. He was great in deserving 
them, but much greater in not being elated by them. 

The patriotism of Washington was of the most ardent 
kind, and without alloy. He was very different from those 
noisy patriots, who, with love of country in their mouths, 
and hell in their hearts, lay their schemes for aggrandizing 
themselves at every hazard ; but he was one of those who 
love their country in sincerity, and who hold themselves 
bound to consecrate all their talents to its service. Numer- 
ous were the difficulties with which he had to contend. Great 
were the dangers which he had to encounter. Various were 
the toils and services in which he had to share ; but to all 
difficulties and dangers, he rose superior. To all toils and 
services, he cheerfully submitted for his country's good. 

In principle, Washington was a federal republican, and a 
republican federalist. Liberty and law, the rights of man, 
and the control of government, were equally dear to him, 
and in his opinion, equally necessary to political happiness. 
He was devoted to that system of equal political rights, on 
which the constitution of his country was founded; but 
thought that real liberty could be maintained only by pre- 
serving the authority of the laws, and giving tone and energy 
to government. He conceived that there waS an immense 
diflerence between a balanced republic, and a tumultuous 
democracy, or a faction calling themselves the people ; and 
a still greater, between a patriot and a demagogue. — He 
highly respected the deliberate sentiments of the people, but 
their sudden ebullitions made no impression on his well bal- 
anced mind. Trusting for support to the sober thoughts of 
the nation, he had the magnanimity to pursue its real in- 
terests, in opposition to prevailing prejudices. He placed 
a proper value on popular favour, but could never stoop to 
gain it by a sacrifice of duty, by artifice, or flattery. In 
critical times, he committed his well-earned popularity to 
hazard, and steadily pursued the line of conduct which waa 
dictated by a sense of duty, against an opposing popular tor- 
rent. 

While war raged in Europe, the hostile nations would 
flcarcely endure a neutral. America was in great danger of 
being -drawn, by force or intrigue, into the vorte?. Stron|^ 
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parties in the United States, rendered the danger more im 
minent ; and it required a temperate, but inflexible govern- 
ment, to prevent the evil. In this trying state of things, 
Washington was not to be moved from the true interests of 
his country. Hi^ object was America, and her interest was 
to remain in peace. Faction at home, and intrigue and menace 
from abroad, endeavoured to shake him, but in vain ; he re- 
mained firm and immoveable in the storm that surrounded 
him. — ^Foreign intrigue was defeated, and foreign insolence 
was repressed by his address and vigour ; while domestic 
faction, dashing against him, broke itself to pieces. He met 
the injustice, both of Britain and France, by negotiation, 
rather than by war, but maintained towards both, that firm 
attitude which was proper for the magistrate of a free state. 
He commanded their respect, and preserved the tranquillity 
of his country. In his public character, he knew no nation, 
but as friends in peace, as enemies in war. Towards one, 
he forgot ancient animosities, when the recollection of them 
opposed the interests of his country. Towards another, he 
renounced a fantastic gratitude, when it was claimed only to 
"^ involve his nation in' war. 

With Washington, it was an invariable maxim of policy, 
to secure his country against the injustice of foreign nations, 
by being in a condition to command their respect, and punish 
their aggressions. The defence of our commerce, the forti- 
fication of the ports, and the organization of a military force, 
were objects to which he paid particular attention. To the 
gradual formation of an American army, he was friendly; 
and also to the military institutions, which are calculated to 
qualify the youth of the country for^ts defence. War, he de- 
precated, as a great evil, inferior only to the loss of honour and 
character ; but thought that it was most easily avoided by being 
ready for it, while, by the practice of universal justice, none 
could have any real ground of complaint. — ^In foreign trans- 
actions, his usual policy was to cultivate peace with all the 
world ; . to observe treaties with pure and absolute faith, — to 
check every deviation from the line of impartiality ; to explain 
what was misapprehended, and to correct what was injurious; 
and then to insist upon justice being done to the nation over 
which he presided. In controversies with foreign nations, it 
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was his favourite maxim so to behave towards them, " as to 
put them in the wrong." 

In his transactions with the Indian tribes, Washington was 
gaided by justice, humanity, and benevolence. His authority 
and influence were exerted to restrain the licentious white 
contiguous settlers from injuring their red^ieighbours. To 
supply their wants and prevent impositions, he strongly 
urged the erection of trading houses in their settlements, from 
which they were furnished by government with goods at first 
cost. The» unprincipled were restrained from preying on 
their ignorance, by excluding all but licensed ][>ersons, with 
good characters, from trading with them. All this was done 
to pave the way for their civilization. 

When Washington commenced his civil administration, 
the United States were without any efficient government. 
Af\er they had adopted one of their choice, and placed him 
at its head, he determined that it should be respected. By 
his firmness, order was soon established. There was one 
exception. The western counties of Pennsylvania rose in 
arms to resist the law for raising a revenue, by an excise on 
domestic distilled ardent spirits. On this occasion, the fixed " 
resolution of Washington was, that whatever expense it might 
cost, whatever inconvenience it might occasion, the ipeople 
must be taught obedience, and the authority of the laws re- 
established. To secure this object, peculiarly important in 
the infancy of the new government, he ordered out, and put 
himself at the head of an ample force, calculated to render 
resistance desperate, and thereby to save the lives of his fel- 
low citizens. 

In consequence of so decided measures, the insurgents dis- 
persed, and peace and order were restored without bloodshed. 
The necessity of subordination was impressed on the citizens, 
and the firmness of Washington's personal character was 
cominunicaled to the government. 

Having accomplished every object for which he re-entered 
public life, he gave, for the second time, the rare example of 
voluntarily descending from the first station in the universe ; 
the head of a free people, placed there by their unanimous 
suffrage. To the pride of reigning, his soul was superior. 
To its labours, he submitted only for his country. 
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Rulers of the world ! learn from Washington wherein true 
glory consists. Restrain your ambition. Consider your pow- 
er as an obligation to do good. Let the world have peace, 
and prepare for yourselves, the enjoyment of that ecstatic 
pleasure, which will result from devoting all. your energies 
to the advancement of human happiness. 

Citizens of the United States ! While with grateful hearts 
you recollect the virtues of your Washington, carry your 
thoughts one step farther. On a review of his life, and of 
all the circumstances of the times in which ha^ived, you 
must be convinced, that a kind Providence in it^eneficence 
raised him, and endowed him with extraordinary virtues, to 
be to you an instrument of great good. None but such a 
man could have carried you successfully through the revolu- 
tionary times which tried men's souls« and ended in the es- 
tablishment of your independence. None but such a man 
could have braced up your government after it had become so 
contemptible, from the imbecility of the federal system. None 
but such a man could have saved your country from being 
plunged into war, either with the greatest naval power in 

•tl^urope, or with that which is most formidable by land, in 
consequence of your animosity against the one, and your par- 
tiality in favour of the other. 

Youths of the United States ! Learn from Washington 
what may be done by an industrious improvement of your 
talents, and the cultivation of your moral powers. Witliput 
any extraordinary advantages from birth, fortune, patronage, 
or even of education, he, by virtue and industry, attained 3ie 
highest seat in the temple of fame. You cannot all be com- 
manders of armies, or chief magistrates ; but you may all 
resemble him in the virtues of private and domestic life, in 
which he excelled, and in which he most delighted. Equally 
industrious with his plough, as with his sword, he esteemed 
idleness and inutility as the greatest disgrace of man, whose 
powers attain perfection only by constant and vigorous ac- 

. tion.-— Washington, in private life, was as amiable as vir- 
tuous ; and as great as he appeared sublime, ^i the public 
theatre of the world. He lived in the discharge of all the 
civil, social, and domestic offices of life. He was temperate 
in his desires, and faithful to his duties. For more thaa 
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forty years of happy wedded love, his high example strengfth* 
ened the tone of public manners. He had more real enjoy- 
ment in the bosom of his family, than in Uie pride of military 
command, or in the pomp of sovereign power. 

On the whole, his life affords the brightest model for imi- 
tation, not only to warriors and statesmen, but to private 
eitizens ; for his character wa^ a constellation of all the tal- 
ents and virtues which dignify or adorn human nature. 



** He was a man, take him ibr aQ in all. 
We ne'er ahall look upon his like again.* 

Shakespeart, 
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